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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

On  page  354  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  August  31, 
there  is  a  sketch  of  a  pharmacy  interior.  We  wish  our 
subscribers,  their  emploj  es,  or  members  of  their  families  to 
ponder  over  it;  then  write  us  postcards  telling  us  what 
they  think  of  it.  To  the  person  who  sends  in  prose  or  verse 
the  most  appropriate  description  of  the  sketch  we  shall  give  a 
prizs  of  a  guinea. 
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This  work  is  now  in  course  of  preparation ,  and  the  publisher 
is  booking  advertisement  orders  for  it.  It  will  have  a 
larger  circulation  than  any  previous  Diary,  and  the  contents 
will,  we  hope,  surpass  all  that  has  been  done  before. 


Summary 


This  week  beeswax  is  not  a  drug  (p.  425). 

The  Prince  of  Wales  has  visited  the  Johannis  Springs 
(p.  421). 

An  Isle  of  Wight  chemist  has  been  fined  for  selling  blue 
ointment  deficient  in  mercury  (p.  425). 

There  has  been  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  opium.  We 
discuss  the  position  of  the  article  (p.  430). 

French  physicians  appear  not  to  be  enthusiastic  regard- 
ing Maragliano's  serum  treatment  of  consumption  (p.  420). 

The  Holborn  Guardians  have  settled  their  drug-contract 
this  week,  but  not  without  an  amusing  discussion  (p.  418). 

Some  practical  views  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
cod-liver-oil  emulsion  by  a  French  professor  are  noted  on 
p.  436. 

We  give  a  picture  and  description  of  Netley  Hospital,  and 
describe  in  connection  therewith  the  work  of  the  Medical 
Staff  Corps  (p.  435). 

Cabrolic  acid  poisoning  cases  are  again  numerous,  and 
we  also  report  in  the  English  news  section  some  cuiioas 
case3  of  poisoning  with  other  drugs  (p.  4L7). 

Three  chemists  are  in  trouble — one  (an  assistant)  found 
guilty  of  stealing,  a  second  charged  with  common  assault, 
and  a  third  with  indecent  assault  on  a  girl  of  13  (p.  418). 

A  chemist's  unqualified  assistant  at  Ayr  has  been  found 
guilty  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  selling  poisons,  and  was 
mulcted  in  modified  costs  without  fine.  A  Glasgow  assistant 
has  also  been  proceeded  against  (p.  425). 

It  would  appear  that  when  oil  i3  sent  out  in  drums  the 
seller  must  be  careful  how  he  invoices  the  article.  A  case 
of  the  kind  has  been  carried  before  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr, 
who  has  laid  down  the  law  on  the  subject  (p.  425). 

We  now  conclude  our  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  Denver,  and  give 
notes  of  some  of  the  principal  papers  read  in  the  Scientific 
Section.    The  meeting  was  a  great  success  (p.  423). 

Three  Johannesburg  chemists  have  bean  fined  for  selling 
"Death  to  Kits."  The  defence  was  that  the  preparation 
contains  so  much  tartar  emetic  that  the  arsenic  in  it  would 
not  be  poisonous,  because  any  person  who  took  it  would 
vomit  (p.  421). 

Dr.  Danfoed  Thomas  has  addressed  a  coroner's  jury 
regarding  the  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  poisons,  depre- 
cating, in  the  case  of  common  articles,  further  restrictions. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  solicitor  has  urged,  before  a  bench  of 
magistrates,  that  oxalic  acid  should  be  placed  in  the  second 
part  of  the  poison  schedule  (p.  4L6). 

An  unregistered  druggist  in  Ireland,  who  had  been  fined 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  poisons,  was  called  upon 
the  other  day  by  a  police  sergeant  who  attempted  to  buy  liq. 
ergot  a1  and  other  poisons  under  the  provisions  of  tha  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  shopkeeper  declined,  whereupon 
he  was  summoned  for  refusing  to  sell.  The  case  is  interest- 
ing reading  (p.  425). 

When  the  British  Association  met  at  Ipswich  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  and  the  proceedings  had  commenced,  Sir 
Douglas  Galton,  the  President,  was  suddenly  seized  with 
illness,  and  was  unable  to  deliver  his  address,  which  was 
read  by  Sir  John  Evans  ;  but  Sir  Douglas  was  able  before  the 
close  of  the  meetiDg  to  thank  the  members  for  the  reception 
of  his  address.    We  refer  to  the  latter  on  p.  431. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council 
reported  in  this  issue  are  of  interest  chiefly  on  account  of  a 
point  raised  by  Mr.  Turkington  on  behalf  of  the  regisceied 
druggist  whose  name  the  Council  wish  to  remove  from  the 
register.  The  discussion  following  Mr.  Turkiogton's  objec- 
tion was  lively.  The  approaching  election  of  the  Council 
again  brings  to  the  surface  the  probable  retirement  of  Mr. 
Hayes,  the  President.  The  refusal  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Ccuncil  to  accept  the  Preliminary  examination  is  to 
be  further  considered  (p.  422). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Hours  of  Work  in  Chemical-factories. 
Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  M.P.,  has  given  notice  that  next 
Session  he  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  hours  of  men 
and  women  in  chemical  and  similar  occupations  injurious  to 
health. 

Bang,  Flash,  and  Panic. 

Last  week  an  assistant- master  at  Eastwood  Beard  School, 
Keighley,  was  engaged  in  a  chemical  demonstration  before  a 
clasp  of  children,  when  an  explosion  took  place.  A  mass  of 
flame  succeeded  the  report,  the  children  became  panic- 
stricken,  and  rushed  out  of  the  school.  The  flames  were 
quickly  subdued,  and  no  harm  was  done. 

The  Theft  from  a  Pharmacy  Post-office. 
The  lad  Arthur  Hughes,  aged  18,  who  was  in  charge 
at  Liverpool  for  stealing  a  number  of  postal  letters  from  the 
sub-post-effica  and  chemist's  shop,  344  Mill  Street,  in  which 
place  he  was  employed,  has  been  sentenced  to  six  weeks'  im- 
prisonment. The  charge  of  stealing  medicine  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  mother  and  brother  of  the  prisoner  were  discharged 
with  a  caution.  , 

An  Analyst's  Fees. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  Durham  City  Council  the  Local 
Government  Board  wrote  enclosing  a  letter  irom  Mr.  Patti- 
son,  the  public  analyst,  stating  that  his  salary  as  city 
analyst  was  51.  5s.  per  annum,  and  11.  Is.  each  for  the  first 
100  analyses,  10s.  6d.  each  for  the  second  100,  and  6s.  for  each 
subsequent  one.  No  complaint  had  ever  been  made  as  to 
the  terms  of  his  agreement ;  his  salary  was  low  enough,  and 
if  they  would  increase  his  yearly  salary  he  would  decrease 
the  charge  for  his  analyses.  Councillor  Gray  asked  for  an 
account  of  what  Mr.  Pattison  had  been  paid,  and  stated  that 
he  had  been  paid  an  enormous  sum  of  money  for  very  little 
work.  Eventually  it  was  decided  that  the  retaining-fee 
should  be  21.  2s.,  with  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  for  each  analysis. 

The  Council  and  the  Chemist. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Shuker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ridgway,  Plymp- 
ton,  was  the  cause  of  a  special  meeting  of  the  Parish  Council 
last  week.  Mr.  Shuker  has  recently  acquired  some  ground  in 
the  town,  and,  after  the  plans  of  bis  new  house  were  ap- 
proved by  the  District  Council,  he  proceeded  with  the 
building,  when  some  of  the  Councillors  thought  he  had 
broken  the  by-laws.  When  the  Council  met  some  were 
for  taking  strong  measures  ;  but  ultimately  it  was  decided 
that  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  of  the  Parish  Council 
and  of  the  Works  Committee  of  the  District  Council,  ac- 
companied by  the  District  Council's  surveyor,  should  interview 
Mr.  Shuker,  with  a  view  of  settling  the  matter. 

"  Not  Possible  to  Say  that  Chlorodyne 
Contains  Morphine." 

At  an  inquest  in  Westminster  regarding  the  death  of  an 
elderly  gentleman  who  was  found  dead  in  bed  last  week  with 
a  partly-  empty  bottle  of  chlorody ne  on  a  i  able,  Dr.  Macken  zie, 
of  Savile  Row,  said  he  had  made  &  post-mortem,  and  found 
that  Mr.  Ashbury  (the  deceased)  suffered  from  a  weak  heart, 
but  he  could  not  say  death  was  accelerated  by  chlorodyne  or 
any  narcotic,  but  he  thought  morphia  had  been  taken  by 
him.  It  was  not  possible  to  say  that  chlorodyne  contained 
morphia,  but  it  was  generally  accepted  that  it  did.  The 
Coroner :  Would  an  analysis  help  you  in  coming  to  a  con- 
clusion 1  Witness :  It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  say 
then,  as  it  would  be  a  ma' tar  of  half -grains. 


Nanny's  Well. 

A  chalybeate  well  at  Higher  Crossings,  Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, 
known  as  "  Nanny's  Well,"  has  been  analysed,  and  the- 
reports  are  so  favourable  it  has  been  suggested  that  the- 
interests  of  the  town  might  be  materially  strengthened  by 
making  the  fact  known  far  and  wide.  Accordingly  a 
meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  August  29,  to  consider  the  best  means  of  utilising 
the  discovery.  Mr.  Boycott,  the  chairman,  stated  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that,  if  the  analysis  of  the  water 
warranted  it,  steps  should  be  taken  to  establish  a  "  hydro 
in  the  town ;  but,  as  this  was  a  public  well,  it  must  remain 
free  for  the  use  of  the  public  for  all  time.  Mr.  J.  T.  Gray, 
chemist  and  druggist,  read  the  report  of  his  analysis,  and,, 
after  a  long  discussion,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  take  further  steps  in  the  matter  : — 
The  Rev.  J.  Given,  Dr.  Anderson,  Dr.  Greenhough,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Boycott,  Mr.  J.  C.  Hyde,  Mr.  S.  J.  Bramwell,  and  Mr.  J.  T„ 
Gray. 

Good  for  Druggists,  Bad  for  Batepayers. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Workhouse  Com- 
mittee Mr.  H.  Peet  drew  attention  to  the  greatly  increased' 
consumption  of  "  druggists'  sundries."  He  said  that  for  the 
six  months  ending  Maich,  1894,  2,164  lbs.  of  cotton-wool 
were  used  ;  for  the  same  period  this  year  the  consumption^ 
was  2,912  lbs.  Similarly  the  consumption  of  lint  had  increased 
from  4,500  lb3.  to  5,000  lbs  ,  and  of  flannel  from  2,600  yards 
to  5,000  yards.  It  was  even  more  extraordinary  that  the  , 
methylated  spirit  used  had  increased  from  300  to  800  gallons,, 
and  that  Coleman's  wine,  which  was  nothing  but  good  old1 
port  with  something  added,  had  been  drunk  to  the  extent  of 
thirteen  and  a  half  dczsn,  as  against  eight  dozen.  He  would 
like  to  know  where  it  all  went  to,  when  the  average  number 
of  patients  was  74  less.  Mr.  Moss  was  anxious  to  know  if 
the  inmates  could  get  at  the  methylated  spirit  to  drink;  it 
was  very  tasty  [?  nasty].  He  knew  a  good  many  who  liked  it. 
The  Clerk  having  explained  that  the  matter  rested  with  the- 
doctors  and  nurses,  it  was  decided  to  call  upon  the  medicali 
officer  and  the  superintendent  nurse  for  explanation. 

A  Day  at  Southend. 
On  the  invitation  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co .r 
of  Coleman  Street,  a  representative  of  the  C.  Sf  D.  travelled 
down  to  Southend  on  Saturday  last,  with  their  party  of  about 
180,  who  went  out  for  a  day's  enjoyment  at  the  favourite 
watering-place.  Marine  Park  had  been  engaged  for  the  day, 
and  here  shortly  after  11  o'clock  sports  were  commenced. 
These  consisted  oi  two  flat  races,  sack  race,  three-legged 
race,  a  veterans'  race  (which  was  won  by  the  eldest  competitor), 
200  yards  members'  race,  consolation  race,  and  the  inevitable 
tug-of-war.  All  the  races  were  without  exception  well  con- 
tested, many  of  the  runners  showing  a  commendable  degree 
of  training  and  resource.  The  prizes  were  numerous  and 
valuable,  and  included  two  marble  clocks  presented  by 
Messrs.  Farries  and  Burbidge,  a  table-lamp  by  Mr.  T.  Lakeman,. 
and  a  pocket-flask  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Arnold.  Dinner  was  served  in 
the  pavilion  at  3  p  m.,  Mr.  H.  R  Arnold  acting  as  chairman,, 
and  Messrs.  Spearpoint,  Cooper,  Harwood,  Bew,  Craig, 
Mayall,  and  Hockaday  as  stewards.  Immediately  after 
dinner  Mr.  Arnold  distributed  the  prizes.  W.  H  Keen,  start- 
ing from  scratch  in  the  120  yards  race  (58  runners),  carried 
off  Mr.  F.  Fariies's  marble  clock — the  first  prize.  The  half- 
mile  race  was  won  by  the  man  who  had  the  longest  start,  T. 
Merill  (180  yards)  coming  in  for  Mr.  Burbidge's  marble  clock ; 
here  Mr.  Keen  was  second,  for  it  would  have  been  foolish  of 
him  to  win  another  clock— Mr.  C.  W.  White's  Gladstone  bag 
suited  him  better ;  and  the  third  prize  (a  smoker's  companion  „ 
sent  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Cox,  of  Brighton,  who  gave  the  second  prize 
in  the  120  yards)  was  taken  by  W.  Goldsworthy.  The  veteran 
(J.  L.  Spearpoint),  who  beat  all  his  opponents  in  the  veterans 
race,  got  a  barometer- clock,  presented  by  Messrs.  H.  Marks. 
&  Co.  The  entire  party  were  afterwards  photographed  in 
the  grounds,  and  before  returning  to  town  they  had  a  stroll 
along  the  promenade. 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas  on  Suicide  hy  Poison. 
At  an  inquest  held  by  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  at  the  Islington 
Coroner's  Court  last  week  (the  victim  being  a  woman  who- 
had  taken  oxalic  acid),  Dr.  Thomas  explained  that  the 
poison  was  purchased  without  difficulty,  it  coming  under  the 
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secoDd  part  of  the  schedule,  so  that  the  chemist  had  only  to 
label  the  packet  with  the  name  of  the  poison  and  his  own 
name  and  address.  A  juryman  urged  that  there  should  be 
greater  restrictions  placed  on  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  that 
the  jury  should  send  a  recommendation  to  the  Hams  Office 
■on  the  subject.  The  Coroner  said  that  to  put  greater 
restrictions  on  the  sale  of  poisons  with  the  idea  of  miking  it 
more  difficult  for  persons  to  obtain  such,  and  thus,  if 
possible,  to  prevent  suicides,  was  one  that  had  been  dis- 
cussed over  and  over  again.  They  had  sent  up  recommenda- 
tions owing  to  the  great  number  of  suicides  of  persons  by 
taking  carbolic  acid,  and  also  of  persons  being  poisoned  bv 
drinking  such  from  ginger-baer  bottles,  which  was  purchased 
at  oil-shops,  &c,  asking  that  carbolic  acid  might  be  placed 
<under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act,  but  the  Privy  Council  had 
•refused  to  restrict  the  sale  of  an  article  that  was  so  much  in 
general  use  as  a  disinfectant.  There  were  a  number  of 
poisons  that  could  be  purchased  at  oil-shops.  Take,  for 
instance,  spirits  of  salt,  which  was  largely  used,  and  fre- 
quently by  persons  to  commit  suicide.  The  reason  that  such 
poisons  were  not  under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act  was  that 
they  were  sold  for  trade  purposes.  There  were  at  the  present 
time  new  poisons  of  a  deadly  character  which  were  not  in 
either  schedule  of  the  Act.  If  it  was  with  the  idea  of  pre- 
venting suicides  that  the  juror  would  put  greater  restrictions 
on  the  sale  of  poisons  even  by  chemists,  then  he  might  point 
out  that  he  did  not  think  that  would  prevent  such.  Suicides 
-seemed  to  be  on  the  increase.  If  persons  were  prevented 
from  obtaining  poisons  by  stringent  measures  being  adopted 
"with  regard  io  the  sale,  then  they  would  adopt  other 
means,  for  there  was  the  water,  hanging,  &c ,  and  it  was 
found  that  when  persons  were  prevented  from  doiDg  the 
•deed  one  way  they  did  it  another. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 
Alfred  Maton,  aged  40,  a  sweeper  to  the  Marylebone  Vestry, 
■was  dismissed  on  Friday  last,  and  went  home  and  committed 
suicide  by  swallowing  carbolic  acid. 

Mary  Anne  Martha  Carver,  aged  50,  ths  wife  of  a  Batter- 
sea  Baptist  minister,  was  in  the  habit  of  hiding  bottles  of 
spirits  all  over  the  house.  One  day  last  week  she  mistook  a 
'bottle  of  carbolic  acid  for  one  of  these,  and  died  the  same 
night  from  carbolic-acid  poisoning. 

Thomas  Dale  (22),  a  Stafford  man, on  Sunday,  September  1, 
•drank  a  quantity  of  disinfectant  carbolic  acid.  He  was  seen 
^in  the  street  staggering  and  vomiting,  and  was  taken  inti  a 

public-house,  where  Dr.  Hunt  attended  him  until  his  death 

^shortly  after. 

Jane  Leggitt  (28),  who  kept  house  for  her  uncle,  at  Old 
Whittington,  on  Monday  evening  drank  a  large  quantity  of 
•carbolic  acid.  Dr.  A.  M.  Palmer  was  quickly  in  attendance 
but  the  woman  became  unconscious,  and  when  our  reporter 
wrote  there  was  not  the  slightest  hopes  for  her  recovery. 

Thomas  Richards  Nash,  aged  15  years,  of  86  Stowa  Road, 
^Shepherd's  Bush,  committed  suicide  by  taking  carbolic  acid 
'last  week.  A  shop  boy  chum  of  his  stated  at  the  inquest  on 
Monday  that  he  saw  Nash  on  Wednesday  evening  walking  in 
a  strange  marker,  and  asked  what  was  the  matter.  He  said 
he  had  taken  some  carbolic  acid  because  his  father  had 
been  giving  him  a  good  hiding  and  grumbling  at  him.  The 
witness  put  his  fingers  down  his  throat  and  made  him  sick, 
and  then,  assisted  by  a  telegraph- boy,  carried  him  home 
By  the  doctor's  orders  he  was  removed  to  the  West  London 
Hospital.  Police-constable  Honeywell,  Coroner's  officer,  said 
the  boy  had  a  good  character,  but  in  his  box  he  found  a 
number  of  penny  books  of  the  sensational  kind.  Dr.  John 
George  Pardoe,  house  physician  at  the  West  London  Hospital, 
said  death  took  place  on  Friday  from  collapse  from  carbolic- 
acid  poison.  [The  daily  papers  have  freely  commented  upon 
vthis  case,  urging  restriction  of  the  gale  of  "  penny  dreadfuls."] 

Drug-contracts. 
The  Strood  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
following  tenders :— Mr.  S.  J.  Hart :  Snita3  soap.  28s  per 
cwt.  ;  sulphur,  6s.  3d.  per  cwt. ;  crushed  linseed,  12s.  6d.  par 
cwt.  Mr.  A.  B.  Acworth:  Sinitis  fluid,  8s.  3d.  par  dozen 
pint  bottles. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  met  on  Wednesday 
(Mr.  Benjamin  Garrod  presiding)  to  determine  the  contractors 


for  supplies  to  the  various  establishments  of  the  Union  for 
the  next  six  and  twelve  months.  There  were  three  tenders 
for  drugs— viz ,  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King, 
Bishopsgate  Street,  Messrs.  A.  S.  Hill  &  iSon,  and  Baiss 
Brothers.  The  first- mentioned  offered  to  supply  at  20  per 
cent,  off  schedule  prices  ;  the  second,  25  per  cent,  off;  and 
the  third,  28|  per  cent,  off.  Mr.  Langley  moved  that 
Messrs.  Hill  gee  the  contraci,  because  they  had  served  the 
Union  well  for  several  years.  D".  Hunter  seconded  Mr. 
Howes,  J.P.,  moved  that  Biiss  Brothers  get  it,  because  their 
terms  were  most  advantageous  to  the  ratepayers.  Dr.  Hunter 
remarked  that  he  tad  seconded  Messrs.  Hill  because  the 
Guardians  had  had  no  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  the  drugs 
whilst  Messrs.  Hill  had  served  them,  and  if  the  Guardians 
took  the  percentage  they  would  fiod  that  there  was  only  about 
251.  difference  on  the  year.  They  had  in  Messrs.  Hill  a  firm 
upon  whom  tbey  could  thoroughly  rely.  Mr.  Howe  And  very 
likely  what  Dr.  Hucter  has  said  about  Messrs  Hill  will 
apply  to  Baiss  Brothers.  The  Clerk:  I  have  tever  heard 
anything  said  against  Biiss  Brothers.  Mr  Howes:  And  I 
dare  say  they  can  serve  us  as  well  as  Messrs  Hill.  Mr 
Kelly  :  We  must  have  good  drugs.  Mr.  Miller  :  As  well  as  good 
beer.  (Laughter)  Mr.  Howes:  I  protest  against  the  rate- 
payers' money  being  thrown  awav.  If  Baiss  is  as  good  as  Hill, 
why  throw  away  3  J  per  cent.  ?  Mr.  Langley  :  You  have 
to-day  listened  to  the  recommetdations  of  an  expert  on 
tea  and  an  expert  on  leather;  and  when  Dr.  Hunter,  who  is 
an  expert  in  drugs,  recommends  a  certain  firm,  you  want  to 
go  away  from  it.  Mr.  Howes:  De.  Hunter  says  Messrs. 
Hill  are  a  respectable  firm  ;  and  so  no  doubt  are  Biiss 
Brothers.  He  doesn't  say  that  Hills  sell  better  drugs  than 
Baiss.  Mr.  Munt :  I  would  be  the  last  to  object  to  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure  of  the  Union,  but  I  think  in  the 
matter  of  drugs  it  is  of  such  importance  that  the  best 
should  be  obtained  that  I  would  take  the  doctor's  recom- 
mendation without  question.  A  little  matter  of  percentage 
such  as  this  ought  not  to  infiaence  us  at  all.  We  know  that 
this  firm  of  Hill  &  Son  are  of  good  repute,  who  have  served 
us  well,  and  I  think  we  should  be  wise  in  allowing  them  to 
continue.  Mr.  Howes  wanted  the  matter  sent  back  to  the 
committee,  but  Mr.  Garrity  hoped  this  would  not  be  the 
case.  It  was  quite  true  that  drugs  were  important,  and 
they  should  give  the  poor  the  best  thit  could  be  got.  Drugs 
were  very  curious  matters,  and  if  they  were  to  be  killed  at 
all  let  it  be  with  good  drugs.  (Laughter.)  The  Chairman 
then  put  the  two  firms  nominated  to  the  meeting,  with  the 
following  result : — Biiss  Brothers,  2  ;  Messrs.  Hill  &  Son,  11. 
The  last  mentioned  consequent'y  got  the  contract. 

Chemists  and  Licences. 
The  following  licences  for  the  sale  of  medicated  wine* 
have  been  granted: — Mr.  Walter  Frederick  G  iodwin,  chemist 
and  druggist,  20  Cornwall  Street,  Plymouth  ;  Mr.  Joseph 
Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  322  Manchester  Road,  Great 
Lever. 

Mr.  Thos.  Hartley,  St.  Luke's  Pharmacy,  Southport,  has 
obtaioed  an  "  off "  licence  for  the  sale  of  wines  and  spirits 
by  wholesale  or  retail. 

Mr.  William  Highky,  chemist,  Rochdale,  has  been  granted 
a  wine-licence  by  the  local  Magistrates — not  refused  one,  as 
stated  last  week  ;  indeed,  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench  added 
a  special  complimeat  to  Mr.  Highley  in  announcing  the 
decision. 

At  Margate  Licensing  Sessions  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Victor 
John  Woolls,  16  Cecil  Square,  Margate,  applied  for  a  licence 
to  sell  wine  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises,  and  stated  that 
he  only  desired  to  sell  medicated  wines.  Mr.  E  C.  Kawlings, 
solicitor,  opposed  on  behalf  of  a  clergyman  and  other  persons, 
and  submitted  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  increasing  the 
number  of  this  kind  of  licence.  Mr.  Walter  Hill,  on  behalf 
of  the  applicant,  said  the  Magistrates  had  no  discretion  in 
the  matter.  Mr.  Rawlings  said  the  Bench  had  as  much  dis- 
cretion to  refuse  these  licences  as  they  had  any  other.  Mr. 
Charles  W.  Bobby,  49  High  Street,  Margate,  Mr.  James 
Hewlett,  26  Ethelbert  Road,  Margate,  and  Mr.  Phillip 
Holmes,  39  High  Street,  Margate,  made  similar-  applications. 
Mr.  Riwlings  protested  against  four  such  licences  being 
granted  at  once,  and  urged  that,  if  granted,  the  applicants 
should  be  restricted  to  the  sale  of  medicated  wines  only. 
The  whole  of  the  applications  were  granted. 

Lively  interest  was  manifested  on  Friday  at  Wigton 
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before  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  and  other  Magistrates,  in  the 
application  of  Mr.  W.  Spark,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aspatria, 
for  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  wine  and  spirits.  It  was  stated, 
in  support  of  the  application,  that  there  was  not  another 
licence  of  the  same  scrt  in  Aspatria,  and  that  anyone  in 
time  o  E  sickness  wanting  anything  had  to  go  to  a  public-house. 
Mr.  Spaik  said  he  was  a  chemist  carrying  on  business  at 
Aspatria  and  Maryport.  His  application  was  for  an  off- 
licence.  He  had  taken  out  a  spirit  licence.  Mr.  Crookes 
said  there  were  half  a-dczen  petitions  against  the  applica- 
tion, signed  by  729  inhabitants.  If  the  licence  were  granted 
Mr.  Spark  would  be  entitled  to  sell  beer.  The  applicant 
said  he  would  withdraw  the  notice  with  regard  to  this,  as 
he  did  not  want  to  sell  beer.  Mr.  Crookes  pointed  out  that 
there  would  be  facilities  for  the  clandestine  sale  of  wines 
and  spirits.  Mr.  Spark  having  submitted  testimonials  of 
character,  the  Bench  granted  the  application. 

Parcel-post  Insurance. 

A  Parliamentary  paper  just  published  gives  the  terms  of 
the  convention  recently  signed  in  Paris  respecting  the  in- 
surance of  postal  parcels  between  England  and  France. 
Parcels  insured  up  to  the  amount  of  500f.,  or  20/.,  may,  by 
the  terms  of  the  convention,  be  sent  between  the  two  coun- 
tries on  payment  of  an  insurance  fee  at  the  rate  of  20c.  for 
each  300f.  To  the  postal  administration  of  Great  Britain  is 
reserved  the  power  of  levying  on  the  insured  parcels  de- 
spatched from  the  United  Kingdom  a  territorial  insurance 
surtax  of  5c.  for  each  300f.  and  a  fixed  registration  fee  of  25c. 
per  parcel. 

An  Awkward  Customer. 

On  Thursday  eveniDg  last  week  Mrs.  Charlotte  Willoughby 
(28),  a  lady  residing  at  the  Cedars,  Sunbary,  who  had  taken 
rather  more  brandy-and-soda  than  was  good  for  her.  called 
at  the  shop  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Miller,  chemist,  Hampton  Wick,  for 
a  draught,  at  the  same  time  wanting  to  lie  down  on  the  floor 
of  the  shop.  Mr.  Miller  asked  her  ti  leave,  but  she  refused, 
and  a  policeman  had  to  be  called.  She  was  charged  at 
Sunbury  on  Monday  with  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  and 
was  remanded. 

Some  Peculiar  Poisoning-caees. 

A  sea-captain  was  found  dead  in  a  room  at  Wapping 
last  week.  He  had  cut  a  slice  off  a  ball  cf  opium  and 
swallowed  it.  Where  he  got  the  opium  did  not  transpire  at 
the  inquest. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Batsford,  a  young  wife  of  Somers  Town, 
who  was  tired  of  life,  took  some  solution  of  atropine  to  end 
it,  bat  the  treatment  that  Dr.  Horford  subjected  her  to  at 
the  North- West  London  Hospital  prevented  a  further  journey 
than  to  Marylebone  Police  Court. 

A  medical  practitioner  at  Dorchester  reports  that  six  cases 
of  nicotine-poisoning  have  occurred  there,  the  sufferers,  it 
appears,  having  eaten  grapes  taken  from  a  vine  on  which 
pure  nicotine  had  been  used  for  fumigation  purposes.  Though 
very  alarming,  none  of  tbe  cases  have  ended  fatally. 

Alice  Elizabeth  Mills  (17), a  servant,  thought  arnica  would 
be  good  for  the  headache  which  she  had,  for  the  surest  way 
of  getting  rid  of  the  headache  was  to  die,  and  tincture  of 
arnica  was  the  philtre  with  which  she  meant  to  woo  death. 
Bat  he  came  not — only  a  cold-hearted  policeman,  who  took 
Alice  to  the  Lambeth  Police  Court,  and  there  the  Magistrate 
gave  her  some  fatherly  advice. 

Sarah  Cotton,  a  Stepney  woman,  was  tired  of  life  because 
her  husband  had  left  her,  and  last  week  she  swallowed  a 
quantity  of  sulphate  of  zinc.  There  is  nothing  pharmacentic- 
ally  remarkable  about  this,  but  there  is  in  the  sequel.  The 
first  thing  the  doctor  did  when  he  came  was  to  administer  an 
emetic  1  This  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  heard  of  zinc 
sulphate  behaving  in  such  an  unnatural  way.  We  wonder  if 
its  emetic  property  is  a  traditional  allegation  or  not.  We 
have  only  seen  it  given  as  an  emetic  once,  and  the  prescriber 
t5ok  the  precaution  to  mix  a  scruple  of  powdered  ipecac, 
along  with  it. 

At  West  Bromwich,  on  Saturday,  a  child  of  four  years, 
whose  parents  reside  at  West  Smethwick,  died  after  drink- 
ing a  quantity  of  eye-lotion.  At  the  inquest,  held  on 
Monday,  the  Coroner  asked  for  the  bottle  which  had  con- 


tained the  lotion,  and  Police-constable  Heatherly  said  he. 
had  applied  to  the  District  Hospital,  where  the  child  was 
takeD,  for  the  bottle,  but  the  house  surgeon  refused  to  give 
it  him.  The  lotion  had  been  supplied  by  the  hospital.  The 
mother  said  the  bottle  was  labelled  "  Poison."  The  Coroner 
said  it  was  a  most  unheard-of  thing  that  tbe  doctor  at  the. 
hospital  should  refuse  to  give  up  the  bottle.  He  should 
write  to  the  Governors  concerning  it,  and  adjourned  the 
inquest  for  a  fortnight  for  a  post  mortem  examination.  He 
instructed  Police-constable  Heatherly  to  go  to  the  hospital 
and  demand  the  bottle  in  the  Coroner's  name,  and  if  it  was- 
refused  he  would  issue  a  warrant. 

A  Growing  Practice. 

At  the  Surrey  Quarter  Sessions,  Guildford,  last  week,, 
two  would  be  suicides  were  charged,  oxalic  acid  having; 
been  their  poison.  Mr.  L.  J.  M.  de  Michele,  who  prosecuted' 
one  of  them  — a  policeman — referred  to  the  practice  of 
taking  irritant  acids  not  in  the  list  of  poisons  for  which 
chemists  had  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  purchasers,  was- 
growing,  and  it  obtained  in  the  army,  the  purpose  of  the 
men  being  to  get  themselves  discharged  from  the  service. 
The  case  having  been  decided  by  the  prisoner  being  bound' 
over,  a  juror  referred  to  the  two  cases  of  attempted  suicide, 
and  asked  whether  any  recommendation  of  the  jury  would 
assist  in  stoppiog  the  free  sale  of  the  acid.  Mr.  Michele 
said  it  was  one  of  the  poisons  which  was  scheduled,  but  it 
was  not  in  the  list  of  those  poisons  which  chemists  could  nob 
sell  without  a  written  signature  of  the  purchaser.  The- 
Juror:  The  jury  think  that  should  be  done.  The  Chairman 
said  no  doubt  some  attention  would  be  given  to  that  remark. 

Failed  at  tbe  Chemist's,  and  Tried  Lipton's. 

Burglars  have  been  very  active  at  Crouch  End,  in  the- 
North  of  London,  lately.  Some  fine  new  shops  have  recently 
beea  erected  on  Topsfleld  Parade,  at  the  foot  of  the  Broad- 
way, and  one  of  them  is  occupied  by  Mr.  Frank  W.  Win- 
penny,  chemist  and  druggist  Last  Sunday  week  a  party 
of  burglars  commenced  operations  on  Mr.  Winpenny's  front 
door,  but  the  jemmy  was  useless,  and  they  retired  to  the 
back,  where  they  managed  to  get  a  small  boy  into  Mr. 
Lipton's  establishment. 

Suicide  with  a  Sleeping-draught. 

At  the  Liverpool  Coroner's  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before 
Mr.  Gibson,  deputy  caroner,  an  inquest  was  held  touching 
the  death  of  John  Charles  Brooke  Jone3,  aged  36  years, 
described  as  a  metal-broker,  but  who  has  not  b?en  in  busi- 
ness for  nine  years.  He  suffered  from  insomnia,  and  was 
in  the  habit  of  taking  a  mixture  of  chloral,  bromide  of 
potassium  and  syrup  of  orange  to  enable  him  to  sleep.  On. 
Monday  night,  while  staying  at  a  restaurant,  58  White- 
chapel,  he  had  some  of  the  medicine,  and  in  the  morning- 
was  found  l>ing  on  the  floor  dead.  Dr.  Macpherson 
attributed  death  to  the  medicine,  which  lowered  the  tempera- 
tu  e  of  the  body,  aoting  on  a  weak  heart,  and  the  deceased 
lying  on  the  floar  in  a  naked  state  ;  but  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  suicide  whilst  in  a  state  of  unsound  mind. 

Chemists  in  Trouble. 

At  the  Southwark  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Thomas- 
Jardine  (42),  45  Fernlea  Road,  Balham,  described  as  a 
manufacturing  chemist  and  an  ex- missionary,  was  charged 
with  assaulting  Edward  Pollard  by  poshing  him  down  in 
the  Waterloo  Road.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  a 
police- constable  that  the  prosecutor  had  an  injured  hip  and 
a  bad]y-cat  hand,  and  was  unable  to  attend.  The  defen- 
dant's solicitor  stated  that  he  had  a  full  and  complete 
•  answer  to  the  charge.  The  police-court  missionary  said  the 
prisoner  was  a  very  respectable  man,  and  eventually  the 
Magistrate  remanded  him  on  his  own  bail. 

At  the  Westminster  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Hugh 
Frederick  Soutar,  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  em- 
ployed in  the  drug-department  of  Harrod's  Stores,  was- 
cha'ged  with  stealing  goods  to  the  value  of  11.  The  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  goods  stolen  consisted  of  a  scent- 
case,  chest-protectors,  and  other  sundries,  and  they  were 
found  at  the  prisoner's  lodgings  in  Chelsea.  The  prisonerr 
pleaded  guilty,  and  Mr.  Langton,  who  appeared  on  his 
bshalf,  stated  that  the  goods  were  taken  two  and  a  half 
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years  ago,  when  he  was  in  receipt  of  15s.  per  week  only. 
Mr.  De  Rutzen  inflicted  a  fine  of  51 ,  or,  in  default,  twenty- 
one  days'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

At  the  Isle  of  Wight  Petty  Sessions,  on  Saturday  last,  an 
aged  and  respectably  dressed  man  named  Samuel  Furmston, 
who  said  he  formerly  carried  on  business  for  many  years  as 
a  chemist  at  High  Wycombe,  was  charged  with  indecently 
assaulting  an  Italian  music-girl,  named  Maria  Civita  Pauetta, 
aged  13  years.  The  prosecutrix,  who  gave  evidence  in  Italian, 
described  the  assault,  and  was  severely  cross-examined.  She 
stated  that  after  the  assault  some  men  passed  by,  and  told 
her  to  tell  a  policeman,  or  else  tell  her  mother.  The  defen- 
dant did  not  accuse  her  of  stealing  his  watch.  She  did  not 
have  the  watch  on  her  at  the  time,  but  said  if  she  found  it 
she  would  give  it  to  the  police.  She  went  back  to  the  place 
and  found  the  watch,  although  she  did  not  go  there  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  it.  George  Hawksford,  a  labourer,  stated 
that  on  the  evening  of  August  27.  he  was  on  a  cliff,  when  he 
saw  defendant  and  an  Italian  girl.  They  both  sat  under  a 
hedge,  but  before  doing  so  the  defendant  put  up  his  umbrella 
Witness  detailed  a  conversation  he  alleged  he  heard  between 
the  defendant  and  the  girl.  Walter  Coleman  also  gave 
evidence. 

Inspector  Ayres  deposed  to  having  made  inquiries  in  the 
case.  He  saw  the  girl  at  Ventnor  on  September  3,  aEd 
got  the  watch  from  her.  It  bore  the  name  of  "  S.  C. 
Furmston,  chemist,  Wycombe.'' 

The  defendant  stated  that  the  charge  completely  unnerved 
him.  For  thirty-five  years  he  carried  on  business  at  High 
Wycombe,  and  had  the  most  undeniable  character  from  both 
rich  and  poor.  The  charge  against  him  was  utterly  false. 
The  girl  sat  down  near  him,  and  after  taking  his  watch  made 
off.  He  flatly  denied  that  he  took  any  liberties  with  her, 
and,  in  fact,  he  never  thought  of  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Marsh,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  made  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  Bench  to  say  that  the  charge  had  not  been 
proved,  and  he  urged  that  the  evidence  was  of  such  a  contri- 
dictory  nature  as  would  justify  them  in  dismissing  the 
charge  altogether. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Bench  could  not  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  case  of  such  gravity,  and  the  matter  would  have 
to  be  threshed  out  before  a  jury.  The  defendant  was,  there- 
fore, committed  for  trial,  bail  being  allowed,  himself  in  1001 , 
and  two  sureties  of  501.  each. 

Lottery  Tickets  with  Tea. 
At  Totnes,  on  Monday,  George  Lethbridge,  sole  West  and 
South  of  England  agent  for  the  Hundred  Guinea  Tea  Asso- 
ciation, Wormwood  Stree1,  London,  was  summoned  for 
selling  a  lottery-ticket  with  a  packet  of  tea.  It  appeared 
from  the  evidence  that  the  association  gave  away  with 
each  pound  of  tea  a  ticket  entitliog  the  purchaser  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  drawiDg  for  a  100-guinea  prize  when  25,000  lbs. 
have  been  sold.  An  Exeter  policeman  got  two  of  them,  and 
upon  this  purchase  the  prosecution  was  based.  Defendant 
stated  that  the  sale  of  the  tea  had  been  carried  on  in  London 
under  the  eyes  of  the  police  for  four  years.  The  Ben^h 
poitited  out  tb.it  the  defendant  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  501  , 
but  he  was  a  poor  man,  and,  perhaps,  asted  in  igooranje  of 
the  law.    He  Wi.3  fined  11. 

A  Business  on  Ramsgate  Sands. 
Alfred  Gold,  hawker,  Ramsgate,  who  was  committed  by 
Mr.  Commissioier  Kerr  in  respect  to  a  debt  due  to  Messrs. 
Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  as  reported  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  last  week,  had  a  receiving  order  in  bank- 
ruptcy granted  to  him  on  his  own  petition  in  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  last  week.  The  liabilities  are  roughly 
estimated  at  200Z.,  and  there  are  no  assets. 


Manufacture  op  Eau  de  Cologne  in  India.— The 
first  stage  of  an  interesting  case  has  ja3t  been  heard  at 
Mizigon  Police  Court,  Bombay,  where  two  natives  were 
coarged  with  maiufaituring  En  de  Cologne  without  a 
licence  from  the  collector  of  abkari,  in  a  factory  at  Khet- 
wadi,  and  with  using  a  false  trad )■  mark.  An  abkiri 
inspector  deposed  to  visiting  the  accused's  premises,  and 
finding  the  men  in  the  act  of  labelling  12  doz3nand4  bottles 
of  so-called  E iu  de  Cologne ;  while  on  the  premises  were 
implements  and  ingredients  for  the  manufacture  of  spirits, 
which,  with  the  aid  of  the  police,  were  seizeJ. 


Is  it  a  Joke  ? 

It  was  stated  last  week  in  Dablin,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Irish  Industrial  League,  that  a  compinv  was  being  formed 
for  the  production  of  medicated  peat-liUer,  disinfecting- 
powder,  ki.  Sufficient  bog  was  in  Ireland  to  keep  this  new 
industry  going  for  all  time. 

Drug-contracts 

Tenders  for  drugs  and  medicines  are  invited  by  the 
following  Boards  of  Guardians  on  or  before  the  dates  ap - 
,  pended  to  each  : — Balrothery  Union  and  six  dispensaries 
(September  18).  Carrick  on-Shannon  Workhouse  (Septem- 
ber 19 ),  Dingle  Union  and  four  dispensary  districts  (Septem- 
ber 20),  Enniskillen  Union  and  a  number  of  neighbouring 
dispensaries  (September  24),  Irvinestown  Union  and  four 
dispensaries  (September  18),  Kells  Union  and  outlying  dis- 
tricts (September  21),  Limerick  Union  and  thirteen 
dispensaries  (September  18),  Roscommon  Union  and  five 
dispensaries  (September  21),  Waterfo:d  Unioa  (Septem- 
ber 18).  The  contracts  for  the  greater  part  include  the 
supply  of  surgical  and  medical  appliances,  and  each  appoint- 
ment is  for  one  year  certain.  The  contractors  must  provide 
security  for  the  due  performance  of  the  contracts,  deliver 
consignments  free  of  cartage,  and  remove  empties  at  their 
own  expense  ;  multiple  copies  of  tenders  to  be  furnished,  and 
the  goods  as  far  as  possible  to  be  of  Irish  manufacture, 

Dublin  Assistants'  Association. 

A  committee  meeting  was  held  at  the  XL  Cafe,  Dublin,  od 
September  9,  Mr.  J.  B.  Alister,  President,  in  the  chair.  The 
first  business  on  the  programme  had  reference  to  a  contretemps* 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  cafe  regarding  the  meeiiog,  which 
ought  to  have  been  held  last  Friday.  This  had  been 
smoothed  over,  however,  and  the  meeting  was  a-sured  that 
as  the  result  o?  it  the  members  would  be  more  closely 
united.  The  Chairman  then  explained  that  50  per  cent,  of 
the  members  had  paid  their  subicription,  and  when  Mr. 
Payne  returned  from  his  holiday  they  ex;e:tei  to  get  more. 
Mr.  Macarthy  reported  that  certain  premises  in  Great  Brans- 
I  wick  Street  at  a  moderate  rent  would  suit  taem,  and,  after 
some  discussion,  it  was  agree!  to  consider  the  matter  further 
at  the  next  meeting  The  committee  then  appointed  an 
iOffioial  reporier,  and,  after  some  lemarks  regarding  inter- 
viewing the  employers  with  a  viesv  of  their  becoming 
honorary  vice-presidents  of  the  Ais*cia*ion,  and  the  election 
of  honorary  members  (the  name  of  Si  -  George  B  O  ^ens  being 
mentioned  among  the  latter),  it  was  resolved  to  have  two 
circulars  drawn  up  for  stbnission  to  the  next  meeting— one 
inviting  employers  to  become  members  of  the  Association, 
and  the  other  soliciting  the  wholesale  firms  in  Ireland  and 
,  England  to  subscribe  to  the  funds.  Mr.  Hardy  thought  that 
would  result  in  misrepresent  ition  from  those  opposed  to  tbo 
!  prosperity  of  the  Associate  n.  M  *.  A'is'er  thought  that- 
I  Mr.  Hardy  was  unnecessir.l/  app  e  en-ive.  The  trade  Press 
■  had  effectually  dispelled  all  do-ibti  as  to  their  friendly 
relations  with  the  employers,  and  be  was  sure  there  was  not 
one  of  the  latter  who  on  reading  the  rules  wonli  not  wish 
the  Society  good  luck  and  prosperity.  Tne  question  of 
obtaining  a  reprint  of  the  rules  in  b  ink  et  fo-m  arose,  and  it 
was  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  comm  ttee  to  leave  over  the 
revision  of  the  rules  for  the  present.  This  was  all  the 
business  of  public  importance . 


Large  quantities  of  fallers'  earth  (washing  alkali)  aTe 
found  near  the  port  of  Hodeidah,  or.  the  Red  Sea.  IVe 
substance  is  taken  by  steamers  as  balLst  for  a  very  trifling  , 
;orjsideration  and  sold  in  India  at  a  great  profit. 
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The  Wages  of  Scotch  Shale-miners. 

Last  week  the  Scottish  Mineral  Oil  Trade  Association,  at 
a  private  meeting  held  in  Glasgow,  unanimously  agreed  to 
refuse  to  grant  the  demand  of  the  shale-miners  for  an  advance 
of  Is  per  day.  The  masters  contended  that,  considering  the 
position  of  the  oil-industry,  their  miners  were  paid  higher 
than  ever. 

The  Pharmacy  Act  Cases. 

Mr.  Hill,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Assistant- Secretary, 
has  his  hands  very  full  just  now  with  approaching  examina- 
tions and  law  cases  ;  but  the  latter  do  not  pay  at  all.  The 
Ayr  assistant  got  off  without  a  fine,  and  the  expenses 
awarded  will  scarcely  pay  for  railway  fares. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  James  Bisset,  chemist,  Burntisland,  has  started  the 
manufacture  of  aerated  waters. 

The  partnership  of  Thomas  Young  &  Son,  chemists  and 
druggists,  of  Kilmarnock,  has  been  dissolved.  Mr.  Thomas 
Young  retires  from  the  business,  which  will  be  carried  on 
henceforth  by  Mr.  Wm.  Fulton  Young,  the  other  partner  in 
the  old  firm. 

No  Change. 

The  surviving  partners  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Miller,  of 
Messrs.  John  Miller  &  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Aberdeen, 
announce  that  the  business  will  be  carried  on  by  them  as 
heretofore. 


tfvencb  1Rew0. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Fatal  Bursting  of  a  Soda-watee  Syphon. — A  man 
named  Honore  was  so  seriously  injured  in  a  Paris  restaurant 
through  the  bursting  of  an  aerated-water  syphon  that  he 
has  since  died  from  his  wounds. 

A  Question  of  Trade-mark. — The  Pharmacie  Centrale 
de  France  publish  in  their  Bulletin  Commercial  the  reports 
of  two  lawsuits  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  undertake 
recently  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  trade- mark  of  a  pre- 
paration sold  by  them  under  the  name  of  "  Neuf aline  "  for 
removing  spots  and  stains.  They  were  successful  in  each 
suit,  and  obtained  damages  from  the  defendants. 

Artificial  Ice — It  appears  from  a  statement  made  by 
an  official  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory  that  the  ice 
ased  for  drinking-purposes  in  the  city  has  much  improved  of 
late  years.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  natural  ice  has  been 
to  a  very  great  extent  replaced  by  that  made  artificially  in 
the  leading  cafes  and  restaurants.  Inspectors  make  con- 
tinual visits  at  all  the  eating  and  drinking  establishments, 
and  the  samples  taken  are  handed  over  to  a  chemist  for 
analysis.  The  leading  artificial-ice  manufacturers  are  found 
to  use  sterilised  water. 

Last  Week's  Bomb. — The  attempted  outrage  at  Roth- 
schild's Bank  last  week  has  naturally  aroused  some  interest 
amongst  chemists  in  respect  to  the  composition  of  the  bomb. 
1  St  appears  to  have  been  roughly  made,  and  M.  Girard,  the 
<  -expert  chemist,  describes  the  explosive  matter  as  a  "  chlorated 
jpowder  with  a  Roman  candle  intended  to  serve  as  a  fuse." 
It  seems  unlikely  that  the  bomb  would  have  occasioned  much 
damage  even  if  it  had  exploded.    It  is  evident  that  the 
same-skill  has  .not  been  used  in  its  preparation  a3  in  former 


outrages  of  a  similar  kind,  and  the  anarchist  who  threw  it 
seems  almost  to  have  laid  his  plans  carefully  to  secure 
arrest.  The  Van  Houten  cocoa-tin  used  as  a  receptacle  has 
proved  an  excellent  advertisement  for  that  preparation. 

One  of  the  Inventors  of  the  Lucifer  Match. — A 
French  journal  announces  the  death  of  the  alleged  inventor 
of  the  lucifer  match,  a  poor  country  doctor  named  Sauria, 
at  St.  Lothain  in  the  Department  of  the  Jura,  at  the  age  of  84. 
It  is  alleged  that  in  1831,  Sauria,  when  a  pupil  at  the  College 
of  Dole,  had  the  idea  of  making  matches  with  chlorate  of 
potash,  phosphorus,  and  sulphur,  but  he  was  unable  to 
patent  his  discovery  for  want  of  means.  He  mentioned  the 
matter  to  M.  Nicolet,  professor  of  physics  at  his  college,  and 
that  gentleman  on  visiting  Germany,  shortly  afterwards, 
delivered  several  lectures  about  his  pupil's  discovery.  The 
Germans  are  alleged  to  have  obtained  the  formula  in  this 
way,  and  manufactured  the  matches,  which  were  then 
imported  to  France,  and  called  "  Allemandes."  Ten  years 
ago,  Sauria,  being  then  old  and  poor,  petitioned  the  President 
of  the  Republic,  with  a  result  that  a  tobacco- shop  was  given 
to  him.  This,  says  our  contemporary,  was  all  the  country 
could  do  for  a  man  who  benefited  the  nation  to  the  extent 
of  300,000,000f.  a  year  by  his  invention. 

The  Maragliano  Treatment. — The  Paris  edition  of 
the  New  York  Herald  is  not  enamoured  of  Maragliano's 
serum  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  backs  up  its  own 
opinions  with  those  of  "  a  widely-known  physician,"  who, 
in  the  course  of  an  interview,  said,  "  Under  the  false  cloak 
of  novelty  M.  Maragliano  has  just  read  before  the  Congress 
of  Internal  Medicine  at  Bordeaux  a  paper  which  he  has 
already  communicated  to  the  British  Medical  Association, 
and  which,  it  seems,  was  published  by  the  Berliner  Klinische 
Wochenschrift  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  M. 
Maragliano  read  it  at  Bordeaux  ! "  That  is  sufficient  in 
itself  to  condemn  the  method  of  cure,  but  the  well-known 
physician  went  on  to  say  that  "  before  placing  faith  in 
Maragliano's  injections  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  similar 
researches  that  have  been  made  by  various  savants  and  have 
failed,  and  the  promises  held  forth  concerning  the  serum 
treatment  of  so  many  diseases  that  have  fallen  so  far  short 
of  their  authors'  expectations.  Before  definitely  believing 
in  this  cure  of  tuberculosis,  we  shall  require  many  more 
peremptory  proofs.  But  the  most  reprehensible  part  of  the 
affair,  which  really  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  again,  is  that 
a  savant,  no  matter  how  distinguished  or  eminent,  should 
have  the  right  to  publish  results  without  at  the  same  time 
giving  the  process  whereby  they  were  obtained.  It  is  im- 
possible to  have  any  scientific  verification  if,  when  re- 
coveries, or,  at  any  rate,  serious  improvements,  are  obtained, 
the  secret  of  the  method  is  deliberately  omitted.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  that  a  discovery  has  been  hidden  under  a 
bushel.  This  custom  was  originated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Rhine,  where  Koch  kept  for  a  long  time  secret  the  means  of 
making  plaques  for  cultures  on  solid  media."  All  of  which 
shows  admirably  the  temper  of  French  physicians  towards 
their  Italian  confrere. 


jforeicm  ano  Colonial  IRews. 


Reducing  the  Price  of  Calcium  Carbide. — A  German 
aluminium  company  announces  that,  in  consequence  of 
improvements  in  their  manufacture,  calcium  carbide  can  now 
be  supplied  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  one  ton  at  20Z.  5s.  Id. 
per  ton. 

South  African  Trade-marks.— The  following  tiade- 
marks  have  been  applied  for  by  English  firms : — In  Cape 
Colony  :  "  Bassara,"  tor  mineral  waters  (Duckworth  Sc  Co.), 
and  "Arab's,"  for  veterinary  medicines  (Reade  Brothers, 
Wolverhampton).  In  Natal  and  the  South  African  Republic  : 
"  Hits  the  Nail  on  the  Head"  and  "  Exaino,"  for  a  medicine 
(H.  D.  Brandreth,  Birkenhead). 

The  German  Chemical  Society's  Meeting.— The 
German  Chemical  Society's  eighteenth  annual  meeting  will 
be  held" at  Kiel  on  September  20  and  21.  The  bill  for  the 
suppression  of  unfair  competition,  which  is  creating  so  much 
interest  in  German  commercial  circles,  is  to  be  discussed, 
and  the  result  of  the  circular  of  inquiry  sent  round  to  the 
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members  concerning  the  action  of  the  commercial  treaties  is 
to  be  announced. 

Advance  in  the  Price  of  German  Beeswax.— Ex- 
periments in  the  German  army  workshops  have  shown  the 
superiority  of  natural  wax  of  the  heather-bees  over  the  wax 
produced  by  the  system  of  artiScial  honeycombs  in  use  in  many 
parts  of  Germany.  The  military  authorities  are  said  to  have 
decided,  on  that  account,  henceforth  to  use  only  natural  wax, 
and  the  prices  of  that  commodity,  which  is  chiefly  produced 
in  the  Liineburg  district  of  Northern  Germany,  are  rapidly 
advancing  in  consequence. 

The  Sale  of  Honey  in  Germany. — The  President  of 
the  German  Agricultural  Society,  Pastor  Petersen,  of  Bdellack, 
in  Holstein,  has  addressed  a  memorandum  to  the  Imperial 
Chancellor  on  behalf  of  his  Society,  in  which  he  complains 
of  the  increasing  trade  in  adulterated  and  spurious  honey, 
often,  it  is  alleged,  of  a  character  to  injure  the  health  of  the 
consumers,  and  prays  that  it  may  be  made  punishable  to 
offer  such  goods  for  sale  as  "  honey."  The  authorities  whom 
the  Imperial  Chancellor  consulted  on  this  question  have 
decided  not  to  agree  to  the  request  in  the  memorial  for  the 
present,  but  to  instruct  the  police  to  apply  more  vigorously 
than  heretofore  the  existing  law  on  food-adulteration. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Visits  the  Johannis  Spring. 
— On  Tuesday  of  last  week  the  Prince  of  Wales,  attended  by 
General  Stanley  Clarke,  joined  a  party  of  twelve  from 
Homburgto  Zollhaus,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Johannis 
Spring  and  of  inspecting  the  works  connected  with  the 
pumping  and  bottling  of  this  popular  water.  A  special  saloon 
train  left  Homburg  at  12.45  p.m.,  and  stopped  at  Wiesbaden 
in  order  that  Prince  Albert  of  Schleswig- Holstein  might  join 
the  party.  Another  halt  was  made  at  Schwalbach,  when  the 
Grand  Duke  Michael  of  Russia,  the  Prince  Nicholas  of 
Nassau,  and  the  Countess  Adda  Merenberg  entered  the  train. 
At  Zollhaus  Captain  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Gordon,  the  local 
managers,  received  the  visitors,  and  explained  the  processes 
employed  in  the  works.  The  party  dined  on  the  terrace 
at  Zollhaus,  and  returned  to  Homburg  at  10  30. 

Singular  Poisoning  Case  in  Italy. — Some  months  ago 
an  assistant  in  a  pharmacy  in  Milan  supplied  a  customer,  at 
the  latter 's  request  for  a  tape-worm  remedy,  with  10  grammes 
of  what  was  believed  to  be  extr.  filicis  ceth.  The  patient 
took  part  of  the  medicine,  was  seized  with  symptoms  of 
vomiting  and  died  after  four  days.  Analysis  of  the  residual 
dose  showed  the  presence  of  conium,  and  the  chemist's 
assistant  was  prosecuted.  Six  months  after  the  patient's 
death  his  body  was  exhumed,  but  not  a  trace  of  conium 
could  be  found  in  it.  At  the  same  time  the  residua1,  dose 
(0  02  gramme)  of  the  medicine  was  again  analysed,  but  no 
conium  was  discovered  on  this  occasion.  Nevertheless,  the 
Court,  on  the  strength  of  the  first  analysis,  condemned  the 
chemist's  assistant  to  a  fine  of  2021.  and  ordered  the  owner 
of  the  pharmacy  to  pay  compensation  to  the  relatives  of  the 
victim. 

Tapping  Niagara — There  was  a  great  celebration  at 
Niagara  Falls  the  other  week,  on  the  occasion  of  the  first 
delivery  of  electric  power  to  the  aluminium-works  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Reduction  Company  from  the  power-house  of  the 
company,  which  has  tapped  the  Niagara  river  about  11- 
mile  above  the  Horseshoe  Falls  and  is  now  ready  to  deliver 
it  as  motive-power  to  factories.  It  is  hoped  that  the  company 
will  be  able  to  deliver  100,000  horse-power  taken  from  the 
Falls  not  only  to  factories  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
power-house,  but,  by  electrical  transmission,  to  factories  in 
Buffalo  and  Albany,  and  eventually  to  convey  it  by  under- 
ground wires  as  far  east  as  New  York  city  and  as  far  west  as 
Chicago.  The  question  is  whether  this  can  be  done  at  a 
cost  to  compete  with  coal.  The  Niaeara  Falls  Power 
Company  has  already  spent  over  #3,000,000  on  its  plant  and 
concessions. 

A  Bulgarian  Carlsbad  spring.  —  A  mineral-water 
spring  has  recently  been  discovered  near  the  village  of 
Meritschleri,  near  the  Maritza  River,  in  Bulgaria.  Analysis 
of  the  water  has  shown  it  to  bear  a  close  resemblance  to 
that  of  Carlsbad,  but  to  be  slightly  weaker  in  all  its  con- 
stituents. The  total  proportion  of  salts  in  the  water  is 
4  84  per  cent.,  mainly  sodium  sulphate,  sodium  chloride, 
and  sodium  bicarbonate,  but  no  exact  quantities  of  any  are 


given.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is  23°  C.  At  present 
the  spring  is  badly  sanded  up,  and  somewhat  contaminated 
with  river-water,  but  the  Bulgarian  Government  are  going  tc 
put  it  in  order,  and  appear  to  entertain  hopes  that  the  water 
is  destined  to  become  a  serious  competitor  to  Carlsbad. 
Remains  of  an  old  Roman  bath  neir  trie  spring  show  that 
the  water  had  been  in  esteem  in  the  early  centuries  of  our 
era,  but  the  existence  of  the  spring  has  since  been  lost  sijrht 
of.  Medical  experiments  are  about  to  be  made  with  1,000 
bottles  of  the  water,  which  are  being  distributed  to  hospitals 
throughout  Bulgaria. 

Juan  Fernandez  Sandalwood.— The  existence  of  a 
true  sandalwood  in  the  small  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  in 
the  Southern  Pacific,  has  recently  been  proved  by  Mr.. 
Sohrens,  who  has  forwarded  to  Kew  Gardens  excellent  dried 
specimens  of  this  interesting  plant  (Santalum  fernandezi- 
anum)  collected  by  himself.  It  is  intended  to  give  a  figure 
and  some  further  particulars  of  it  in  an  early  number  of 

!  Hooker's  "  Icones  Plantarum."  The  wood  is  not  likely  tc 
become  commercially  valuable,  for  Mr.  Sohrens  states  that 

!  after  many  years'  search,  only  one  live  tree  of  it  has  been 
found  in  the  island,  which  was  in  flower  in  the  middle  of 
April.  The  height  of  the  tree  is  about  8  metres,  with  a 
circumference  of  15  metre  at  0  5  metre  from  the  ground. 

The  Antwerp  Ivory-market. — Since  Belgium,  or  rather 
"  Leopold  &  Cie.,"  undertook  to  exploit  the  Congo  State  for 
commercial  purposes,  under  pretence  of  civilising  it,  Antwerp 
has  become  one  of  the  three  great  ivory-markets  of  the 
world.  The  two  others,  London  and  Liverpool,  have  no 
reason  to  be  particularly  well  disposed  to  their  new  rival,  for 
much  of  the  Antwerp  trade  was  formerly  done  in  Eogland, 
although  part  of  the  ivory  now  sold  in  the  Belgian  city- 
would  probably  have  remained  hidden  under  ground  or  below 
water  in  Central  Africa  had  it  not  been  brought  to  light  by 
the  Belgian  freebooters  who  are  scouring  the  country.  The 
Antwerp  ivory-market  dates  from  about  1888.  From  that 
year  until  1890  an  annual  public  ivory-sale  was  held  in  the 
city.  Since  then  there  have  been  quarterly  sales,  which  are 
visited  by  merchants  from  many  European  countries.  The 
Niger  Company  now  sells  its  ivory  at  Antwerp,  which  has 
acquired  about  two-thirds  of  the  West  African  ivory 
business,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  '  soft"  ivory  trade  from. 
Zanzibar,  which  used  to  be  transacted  entirely  via  LoQdon. 
It  is  said  that  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  Jeir  the  ex- 
haustion of  thj  ivory  supply,  for  the  yie  1 1  of  ontnries  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  ni'.ives  who  know  where  it  is  hidden, 
and,  adds  the  report  fiom  which  we  quote,  "  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  also  aboat  80,000  elephants  still  living  "  (sic/ ). 

Transvaal  Chemists  and  the  Poisons  Act  — The 
Transvaal  authorities  continue  their  crusade  against  chemists 
for  contravening  the  provisions  of  the  Poisons  Act  of  the 
I  Republic.    Mr.  Robert  Batters,  a  prominent  Johannesburg 
!  pharmacist,  who  has  taken  a  considerable  part  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  Messrs. 
I  Alex.  Rennie  and  Wm.  Charles  Hyland,  also  local  pharma- 
1  cists,  appeared  before  the  Magistrate  of  their  town  cn 
August  8,  charged,  on  two  counts  each,  with  having  sold' 
j  "Death  to  Rats"  to  a  person  "not  possessing  a  permit  to 
buy  the  same "    Defendants  pleaded  "  not  guilty."  The 
i  same  informers  who,  on  previous  occasions  had  purchased  . 
poison  from  chemists  on  behalf  of  the  authorities,  again  gave 
evidence,  and  the  sale  of  the  substance  was  not,  in  fact, 
denied  by  the  defendants,  whose  plea  was  that  the  prepara- 
tion contained  so  large  an  admixture  of  tartar  emetic  (30  to 
I  40  per  cent.)  to  its  bulk  of  63  or  70  per  cent,  of  arsenic  as  to 
j  deprive  it  from  absolute  danger  to  human  life.    Mr.  Jas.  H. 
Dinwoody,  an  analytical  chemist  possessing  British  and 
South  African  qualifications,  was  Mr.  Butter's  chief  witness. 
He  stated  that  if  aDyone  swallowed  a  teaspoonful  of  the- 
" Death  to  Rats"  there  would  be  no  effect  for  ten  minutes- 
owing  to  the  presence  of  tartar  emetic.    Even  then  the  patient 
need  not  die  if  a  medical  man  were  in  attendance  The 
difference  between  a  man  and  a  rat  was  that  rats  and  mice 
could  not  vomit.    "  Death  to  Rats  "  was  the  most  harmless 
kind  of  poison  sold  by  chemist',  but  witness,  of  course, 
would  not  undertake  to  take  a  spoonful  of  the  stuff  himself. 
The  ingenious  defence  did  not  prevail  with  the  Magistrate, . 
however, and  each  of  the  defendants  was  fined  the  mini'nnoci 
penalty  of  51.  on  each  count.  .  .. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

1MIK  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  September  4,  at  67  Lower 
.  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  Mr.  Wm.  Hayes  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  the  other  members  present  were: — 
Messrs.  George  D.  Beggs  (Vice-President),  G.  H.  Grindlev, 
"W.  F.  Well?,  Samuel  Turkington,  Charles  Evans,  R.  J. 
Downes,  Professor  Tichborne,  LL.D ,  Henry  ConyDgham, 
I,  Bernard,  and  Robert  Simpson. 

An  Objection  to  the  Minute3. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall)  having  read  the  minutes 
of  last  meeting,  Mr.  Turkington  objected  to  their  adoption 
owing  to  a  passage  dealing  with  the  expunging  of  the  name 
of  a  certain  druggist  from  the  register. 

Mr.  Wells  said  Mr.  Turkington  could  not  raise  that  ques- 
tion on  the  minutes.  The  on'y  question  now  before  them 
■was  whether  the  minutes  were  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  If  the  minutes  are  adopted  there  is  no 
-ase  in  my  saying  anything. 

The  President  :  If  they  are  inaccurate  you  can  object  to 
them. 

Mr.  Turkington:  It  has  been  said  you  acted  illegally  in 
passing  such  a  resolution  without  its  being  on  the  agenda- 
paper,  and  on  that  ground  I  object  to  the  minute3  being 
signed. 

The  President  :  The  minutes  are  the  proceedings  on  the 
last  day  of  meeting. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  We  hold  the  proceedings  are  illegal, 
and  on  that  account  we  object  to  the  minutes  being 
adopted. 

Mr.  Wells  :  You  can  only  say,  Are  these  minutes  an 
accurate  report  of  the  meeting  ? 

Mr.  Turkington:  They  are  not  an  accurate  report  ac- 
cording to  what  was  on  the  agenda-paper. 

The  minutes  were  then  signed. 

Indignation  in  the  North. 

Mr.  Turkington  said  this  action  of  the  Council  had 
-caused  widespread  indignation  amongst  the  druggists  of  the 
north  of  Ireland.  The  man  whose  name  was  expunged  was 
an  old  druggist  •with  a  family  to  support,  who  had  already 
been  sufficiently  punished  without  resortiDg  to  so  extreme  a 
"measure  as  takiDg  his  name  off  the  register.  Any  outsider 
aiight  come  into  the  shop  of  a  registered  druggisc  and  buy 
poisons,  and  if  it  was  not  sold  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
'law,  or  if  a  medical  prescription  was  compounded  by  an  un- 
qualified assistant  Gran  apprentice,  the  outsider  could  send  the 
case  forward  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  without  troubling  the 
Council.  It  put  the  pharmaceutical  chemists,  as  well  as  the 
druggists,  in  a  very  unfair  position.  From  the  manner  in 
which  their  inspectors — who  were  very  oily-tongued  when 
they  wanted  to  get  a  case — acted,  one  could  scarcely  get 
ever  them.  He  had  had  that  experience  himself.  They  had 
•come  across  him. 

Mr.  Wells:  You  are  mistaken  in  that,  Mr.  Turk'mgton. 
Our  men  have  never  been  sent  to  you. 

The  President  :  You  made  that  statement  before,  Mr. 
Turkington,  and  it  was  disproved. 

Mr.  Turkington  ;  They  did  not  come  from  Dublin. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Nor  from  Belfast  either. 

Mr.  Turkington:  There  will  be  cases  to  prevent  unquali- 
fied assutants  from  compounding  prescriptions.  How  many 
Jiere  have  left  unqualified  assistants  behind  them  1 

Mr.  Conyngham:  Everyone  round  the  table. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  have  six  assistants,  and  they  are  all 
qualified. 

Mr.  Turkington:  Within  the  last  two  months  a  large 
pharmaceutical  establishment  has  been  started  in  Belfast, 
and  they  have  not  one  qualified  assistant. 

Mr.   Wells:   I  know  the  place;  the  owner  of  it  is 

qualified. 

Mr.  Tubkingtgn  said  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
(that  unqualified  assistants  be  prosecuted  for  selling  pjisons 
or  compounding  prescriptions. 

The  President  :  We  could  not  do  an  illegal  act  by 
snaking  that  ccmpol?ory.    That  is  not  the  law.    We  cculd 


not  enforce  a  resolution  contrary  to  the  law.  Besides,  your 
resolution  only  reached  us  when  the  agenda-paper  was 
printed,  and  we  could  not  put  a  notice  on  it. 

Mr.  Turkington  said,  with  regard  to  this  case  of  Mar- 
shall's, he  understood  the  Lord  Lieutenant  could  wipe  off 
the  name  of  anyone  who  offended  against  the  Act.  He 
understood  that  the  offence  was  a  criminal  offence  in  which 
medicines  might  be  used  for  wrong  purposes. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Is  there  one  thing  from  beginning  to  end  of 
our  Act  to  prevent  me  from  using  medicines  for  criminal 
purposes  ? 

The  President  :  Nothing  whatever. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  Such  is  the  indignation  that  the  Earl 
of  Ranfurly  and  the  Town  Commissioners  are  getting  up  a 
petition  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  over  this  case. 

The  President  :  They  are  quite  welcome.  We  have  to 
do  our  part. 

Mr.  Wells  said  this  man  was  prosecuted  and  convicted. 
He  promised  the  Society  he  would  not  offend  again.  They 
sent  an  inspector  down.  The  gentleman  in  question  said, 
"  I  am  not  qualified  to  make  up  this  prescription.  I  know  I 
am  doing  wrong,  but  I  am  well  able  to  do  it,  and  I  will  do  it 
for  you."  He  knew  he  was  doing  wroDg.  A  particular 
clause  in  the  amended  Act  said  that  registered  druggists 
shall  not  compound  prescriptions.  The  Society  would  be 
doing  wrong  if  they  allowed  it.  He  himself  had  left  in  the 
office  that  day  four  bottles  made  up  in  a  druggist's  shop.  He 
had  another  prescription  made  up  by  a  druggist  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  , 

Mr.  Turkington  :  I  say,  fine  them  ;  but  to  leave  them  in 
beggary  is  another  thing. 

Mr.  Wells  :  He  thought  nothing  of  leaving  our  licentiates 
in  beggary. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Turkington  might  have  objected 
to  the  35th  clause  of  the  Act.  The  time  to  make  the 
objection  was  when  the  Amendment  Act  was  being  brought 
in.  It  was  not  objected  to.  When  a  druggist  broke  the  law 
systematically  they  had  not  only  a  right  to  have  him  con- 
victed, but  to  go  further,  and  make  him  a  caution  to  law- 
breakers. The  resolution  to  expunge  the  name  was  unani- 
mously, or  almost  unanimously,  carried. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  It  is  considered  illegal  because  it  was 
not  on  the  agenda-paper. 

The  President  :  I  would  not  have  accepted  it  unless  I 
considered  it  legal. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

The  Council  Election. 

The  Registrar  announced  that  letters  had  been  received 
from  Mr.  Conyngham,  Mr.  Grindley,  and  Mr.  Wells  stating 
that  they  would  offer  themselves  for  re-election  on  the 
Council.  Mr.  Montgomery  had  written  stating  that  the 
time  at  his  disposal  would  not  permit  of  his  serving  again 
on  the  Council,  and  thanking  the  Council  for  their  courtesy 
towards  him. 

Mr.  Beggs  suggested  that  the  Council  should  ask  Mr. 
Montgomery  to  reconsider  his  decision. 

Mr.  Turkington  and  Mr.  Wells  endorsed  Mr.  Beggs' 
remarks,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  feeling  of  the  Council 
should  be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Montgomery. 

The  President  said  increased  work  thrown  upon  him  in 
his  bu&iness  would  scarcely  allow  him  time  to  devote  to  the 
business  of  the  Council  in  the  future.  He  had  not  intended 
to  offer  himself  for  re-election. 

Mr.  Downes  said  it  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  Society 
if  the  President  should  now  resign.  They  might  not  perhaps 
require  as  much  of  his  time  as  in  the  past,  but  it  would  be 
a  great  loss  to  alt  the  members  if  they  had  not  Mr.  Hayes 
amongst  them.    (Hear,  hear) 

Mr.  Wells  said  there  were  only  three  old  members  of  the 
Council  lef  c  now,  and  he  would  impress  on  Mr.  Hayes  the 
desirability  of  his  remaining  on  the  Council. 

The  President  said  it  would  be  greatly  against  his  will 
if  he  did  allow  his  name  to  go  forward.  He  would  give  the 
matter  his  best  consideration  within  the  next  few  days. 
(Hiar,  hear  ) 

-    The  British  "First"  Examination. 

Dr.  E  McDowell  Cosgrave  wrote  relative  to  the 
"  First "  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.    The  only  difference,  he  wrote,  between  it  and  the 
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examination  of  the  Society  of  Ireland  was  that  in  the  former 
students  were  asked  to  translate  short  sentences  into  Latin. 

Mr.  Wells:  He  forgets  that  our  curriculum  is  much 
more  extended  than  theirs.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  did  not  give  us  a  straight  answer  to  our  ques- 
tions. They  do  not  say  our  examination  is  not  quite  as 
good  as  theirs.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  we  should 
no  longer  accept  their  examination,  not  on  the  ground 
that  they  have  refused  our  examination,  but  that  ours  is 
much  more  extended  than  theirs.  We  are  doing  wrong  to 
our  own  licentiates. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  he  intended  moving  a  motion  in  this 
matter  next  month.  He  had  for  a  long  time  considered  this 
examination,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  far  fairer  to  their 
students  that  they  should  adopt  some  examination  that 
would  b3  accepted  by  the  Medical  Council.  He  believed 
their  examination  was  equal  to  any  at  the  College  of 
Surgeons.  He  thought  they  should  do  away  with  the 
Preliminary  examination  altogether,  and  charge  a  registry 
fee  of  one  guinea. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Downes,  it  was  resolved  that  Dr. 
Cosgrave's  letter  and  the  letter  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  be  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  next  meeting. 

A  Strange  Request. 

The  Registrar  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  C.  T.  J.  O'Rorke, 
L.A.H.I ,  Crossakiel,  Kells,  co.  Meath,  desiring  registration 
as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  and  a  second  letter  asking 
that  if  the  Council  did  not  grant  his  request  that  his  fee 
should  be  returned,  as  he  did  not  see  what  advantages  regis- 
tration would  confer  on  him. 

It  was  decided  to  return  Dr.  0*Rorke  his  fee,  as  the 
Society's  Act  did  not  provide  for  the  admission  of  such  cases 
as  his. 

A  Burnt  Certificate. 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Backhouse,  associate  druggist,  wrote  stating 
that  his  certificate  bad  been  burned  owing  to  an  extensive 
fire  on  his  premises,  and  requesting  a  new  certificate. 

Mr.  Beggs  moved  that  the  usual  coirse  be  followed,  and 
that  they  do  not  issue  another  certificate,  bat  give  Mr. 
Backhouse  a  statement  that  he  had  passed  his  examination. 

Mr.  Wells  suggested  that  Mr.  Backhouse  should  be 
asked  to  send  the  remnants  of  his  old  certificate.  There 
was  one  case  he  could  call  to  mind  in  which  a  man  said  his 
certificate  had  been  burned,  bat  wheu  asked  he  did  not  send 
up  the  remnants.  In  this  case  he  was  sura  they  would  be 
perfectly  justified  in  giving  Mr.  Backhouse  a  certificate. 

The  President  said  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  that 
a  copy  of  the  certificate  be  granted  when  the  Council  is 
satisfied  that  the  original  has  been  destroyed.  He  had  heard 
several  rather  indignant  strictures  passed  on  them  for  not 
giving  certificates,  even  when  satisfied  that  they  were 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Wells  thought  it  better  to  deal  with  each  case  on  its 
merits. 

The  President  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Downes  :  I  think  we  might  issue  a  duplicate  signed 
by  the  President  and  Registrar,  without  the  signature  of  the 
examiners. 

Mr.  Beggs  withdrew  his  motion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wells' 
suggestion,  which  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

A  Donation 

from  the  British  Columbia  Pharmaceutical  Association  of 
copies  of  the  B  C.  Pharmacy  Act,  By-laws,  and  Proceed- 
ings was  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

New  Adherents. 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: — 
Mr.  James  Johnston,  Magdala  House,  The  Plains,  Belfast, 
L.P.S  I.  ;  Mr.  David  Lawson  Kirkpatrick,  73  Donegall  Pass, 
Belfast,  L  P.S.I;  Mr.  Robert  Morrow,  25  Cornmarket, 
Belfast,  L  P.S.I.  ;  Mr.  Robert  Russell  Ritson,  25  High  Street, 
Belfast,  L  P.S.I. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Alex.  Stewart,  22  Botanic  Avenue, 
Belfast,  I,  P.S  I. 

The  following  was  elected  an  Associate  Druggist : —Mr. 
James  Rochfort  Guest,  118  George  Street,  Limerick. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


%mxkwx  Jjbarmaecutieal  Association. 


CONTINUING  the  report  which  we  commenced  last  week, 
we  may  depart  from  the  actual  sequence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  completing  the  report  of  the  Commercial  Section, 
presided  over  by  Mr,  G.  J.  Seabury. 

The  Patent-medicine  Evil 

was  dealt  with  by  Mr.  R.  N.  Girling,  of  New  Orleans,  in  a 
paper  which  framed  the  draft  of  a  Bill  of  four  clauses 
The  first  of  these  was  to  secure  that  every  proprietary  medi 
cine  should  be  labelled  with  the  formula,  and,  if  poisonous, 
with  a  prominent  poison-label.  The  second  clause  proposed 
to  restrict  the  sale  of  such  medicines  to  registered  druggists, 
except  where  there  was  no  druggist  within  four  miles.  The 
third  clause  exempted  preparations  of  the  U.S  P.  and 
National  Formulary,  and  the  fourth  dealt  with  the  fines  to> 
be  imposed  for  the  infringement  of  the  Act.  The  paper  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  but  not  before  Mr. 
Ebert,  of  Chicago,  had  thrown  oat  a  gentle  word  of  warning 
to  the  effect  that  such  a  Bill  is  not  likely  to  pass.  Far 
better,  he  said,  to  do  as  has  been  done  in  Illinois,  where  the 
new  Pharmaey  Act  puts  all  drugs,  medicines,  and  poisons 
(therefore,  proprietary  medicines)  into  the  hands  of  regis- 
tered druggists,  and  as  only  registered  apprenlices,  &o.,  can 
sell,  the  department  (drapery)  stores  cannot  employ  girls  in 
their  patent-medicine  department.  Nor  can  the  wholesale 
dealer  retail. 

Mr.  N.  A.  Kuhn,  of  Denver,  read  a  paper  on  American 
chemical  industries,  in  which  he  took  a  favourable  view  of 
the  progress  being  made.  Following  that  the  Section  took 
up  various  topics,  including  cut-rates,  tax- free  alcohol,  &c, 
and  finally  Mr.  Seabury  was  reappointed  Chairman. 

Scientific  Section. 

Dr.  A.  R.  L  Dohme,  of  Baltimore,  was  the  Chairman,  and 
delivered  an  address  in  which  he  referred  to  the  advances 
now  being  made  in  the  study  of  plant-constituents,  and 
alluded  to  the  time  which  may  arrive  when  the  single  active 
principle,  or  the  combination  of  principles,  necessary  to  pro- 
duce the  particular  physiological  effect  desired  will  be  used 
in  place  of  galenical  preparations.  Dr.  Dohme  then  reviewed 
the  contributions  made  to  chemical  research  during  the  year, 
and  in  a  final  chapter  showed  bow  much  inferior  American 
pharmaceutical  education  is  to  German. 

The  papers  read  were  up  to  the  standard.  The  first  two 
were  on 

slippery-elm  bark. 

Both  of  them  dealt  with  the  examination  of  the  bark  for 
starch,  a  constituent  which,  according  to  Professor  J.  U. 
Lloyd,  the  first  contributor,  is  always  present  in  thick" 
slippery-elm  baik.  He  had  also  obtained  the  starch  reaction 
with  linseed,  contiary  to  common  opinion.  The  discussion 
following  this  was  of  purely  American  interest,  as  it  was  a. 
commentary  upon  recent  prosecutions  in  Ohio  for  the  sale  of 
slippeiy-elm  bark  giving  the  starch  reaction.  Professor  - 
L.  E.  Sayre  was  the  next  contributor,  his  paper  being  on 

TARAXACUM- ROOT  AND  TARAXACIN. 

This  is  a  subject  to  which  Professor  Sayre  has  given  muor> 
attention.  Continuing  his  researches,  be  now  reported  that 
he  had  obtained  a  small  percentage  of  acrid  principle,  dis- 
tinct from  bitter  principle,  from  the  root,  and  he  described 
how  this  could  be  obtained — viz  ,  by  sbakirg  a  watery  solu- 
tion of  the  ctloroformic  extract  with  ether,  when  the  latter 
yields  on  evaporation  a  residue  of  the  acrid  body.  Dr. 
Dohme,  the  Chairman  of  the  Section,  then  gave  a  paper  in. 
reply  to  the  query 

WHAT  IS  THE  PURE  ACON1TINE  OF  COMMEBCE? 

Dr.  Dohme  gave  a  gocd  account  of  the  chemistry  of  the 
alkaloids  of  aconite,  in  the  course  of  which  the  work  of 
Dunstan  and  his  colleagues  was  referred  to,  and  gave  the 
result  of  his  own  investigations  of  the  aconitine  of  com- 
merce, concluding  therefrom  (a)  that  none  of  the  aconitines 
of  the  market  examined  are  pure  aconitine  of  melting-point 
197°-198°  C.  (Freund)  ;  (b)  that  no  two  of  them  are  the 
same  ;   (c)  that  no  two  can  be  regarded  as  sufficiently  ahk.'st 
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to  enable  a  physician  prescribing  them  to  expect  the  same 
results  from  the  same  prescription  compounded  at  different 
pharmacies,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  aconitines  of  different  makes ; 
(d)  that  in  no  case  can  the  physician  expect  to  get  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  pure  aconitine  ;  (e)  that  until  we  know 
more  about  the  remaining  alkaloids  and  constituents  of 
aconite- root  no  reliable  method  of  assay  of  the  root  or  the 
-active  principle  aconitine  can  be  devised,  and  that  none 
of  the  methods  tried  is  to  be  considered  as  reliable ; 
'(/)  that  if  aconitine  is  to  be  considered  an  official  chemical 
by  the  U.S. P.  some  effort  should  be  made  to  so  establish  its 
identity  that  a  physician  may  get  the  effects  of  aconitine 
when  he  prescribes  the  same,  and  always  get  the  same 
effects  whenever  he  prescribes.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  paper  Professor  Prescott  expressed  the 
opinion  that  in  time  a  concentrated  preparation  of  aconite 
would  supersede  the  alkaloids,  because  the  latter  are  so 
liable  to  decompose. 

WILD- CHEKBT  BARK 

was  the  next  topic.  In  the  first  of  two  papers  Professor 
Bastin  pointed  out  how  to  distinguish  between  the  various 
cherry-barks  of  commerce  by  their  structure.  The  barks  of 
two  or  more  species  are  occasionally  substituted  for  the 
official  species,  and  the  latter  can  be  detected  by  the 
peculiarities  of  its  parenchymatous  tissue.  In  the  second 
paper,  on  the  assay  of  the  bark,  Professor  A.  B.  Stevens  and 
Mr.  J.  N.  Judy,  Ph.C,  showed  that  the  thin  bark,  heretofore 
considered  more  valuable  than  the  thick,  is  really  less  so ; 
because  the  thick  yields  from  0  32  to  0  35  per  cent.,  and  the 
thin  0  24  to  0  27  per  cent,  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  4  12  per 
cent,  and  3  16  per  cent,  of  amygdalin  respectively.  That 
perennial  subject  in  the  American  Association, 

THE    DIGESTIVE    POWER  OP  PEPSIN, 

was  brought  up  in  reply  to  the  query,  "  What  percentage  of 
the  United  States  pharmacopceial  pepsins  of  the  market 
come  up  to  the  pharmacopoeial  requirements  1 "  Messrs. 
C.  C.  Sberrard  and  J.  L.  Tegatden,  of 'Detroit,  were  the  con- 
"tributors.  The  report  went  along  the  usual  lines,  and  before 
another  on  the  same  subject  was  brought  up  Mr.  Hallberg, 
of  Chicago,  plainly  told  the  members  that  they  had  had 
enough  of  this  sort  of  thing,  and  before  they  had  more  of 
it  they  should  appoint  a  committee  to  see  how  far  they 
should  go  on.  This  course  was  not  adopted  until  several  of 
the  members  assured  themselves  that  Mr.  Hallberg  was  not 
trying  to  throw  cold  water  upon  investigation.  Mr.  Hallberg 
said  his  sole  reason  was  that  pepsin  had  reached  the  climax 
of  it3  usefulness  and  popularity,  and  anything  about  the 
comparative  digestive  value  of  various  makes  was  not  new 
nor  interesting.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Hallberg's  view,  and  the  paper  was  deferred,  to  be 
read  ultimately  by  title.  One  of  the  mo3t  interesting  papers 
of  the  meeting  was  the  report  on  the 

REVISION  OP  THE  U.S.P., 

..presented  by  Mr.  Leo  Eliel,  the  Chairman  of  the  committee. 
It  was  stated  that  the  sales  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  up  to 
December  31,  1894,  were  13,944  copies,  and  as  this  is  a  small 
result  the  committee  recommended  that,  in  order  to  make 
the  Pharmacopoeia  more  popular  with  all  classes  of  pharma- 
cists, popular  and  widely-used  preparations,  such  as  com- 
pound syrup  of  6tillingia,  be  made  official  by  insertion  of 
their  working  formula;.  The  committee  also  recommended 
that  granulated  opium  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  tinctures 
of  opium;  that  medicated  waters  eow  directed  to  be  made 
by  trituration  with  precipitated  calcium  phosphate  be  made 
«ither  by  agitation  of  the  oils  with  hot  water,  and  subsequent 
filtration,  or  by  use  of  a  double  filter  ;  and  experiments  were 
called  for  in  respect  to  some  other  points.  Many  of  the 
•notes  were  really  of  the  nature  of  corrections  of  errors  in 

•■the  volume. 

Professor  Prescott  next  submitted  a  paper  on  some 

DRUGS  OF  THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS, 

consisting  of  dolulugai-seed,  mountain-cinnamon  bark, 
manugal  rhizome,  vita-bark,  macbujai,  tagalaoi  branches, 
•and  arbutra-wood.  A  curioas  paper  was  contributed  by  Pro- 
fessor J.  H.  Beal,  M  A  ,  M  Sc.,  on 


THE   RELATION  OP   THE   PHYSIOLOGICAL  EFFECT  OF  THE 
ELEMENTS  TO  THE  PERIODIC  LAW. 

There  was  much  old  stuff  in  the  paper.  The  author  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  compounds  of  elements  of  high  atomic 
weights  are  toxic  if  soluble  or  absorbable.  Binary  compounds 
of  less  weight  than  30  are  not  poisonous  when  not  in  a 
gaseous  state  or  in  an  organic  combination.  The  degree  of 
toxicity,  however,  is  by  no  means  proportionate  to  the 
atomic  weight.  Elements  with  a  valency  of  2  or  over 
are  generally  active  physiologically.  Those  with  a  valency 
of  4  and  5  are  highly  poisonous,  provided  their  com- 
pounds are  soluble  and  absorbable.  The  non -tonicity  of 
bismuth  salts  is  a  case  in  point  as  to  insolubility.  Pecu- 
liarities such  as  these  have  already  been  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Lauder  Brunton,  but  the  Section  thought  they  were  good 
enough  to  discuss  once  more. 

This  brought  the  meeting  up  to  the  end  of  Saturday  after- 
noon, but  there  was  still  much  to  dispose  of,  and  resuming 
in  the  evening,  Dr.  Dohme,  the  Chairman,  rattled  quickly 
through  four  papers  by  himself,  dealing  with  ergot, 
jaborandi.  coca,  and  ipecac,  stems,  following  which  Mr. 
Seward  J.  Williams,  manager  of  Seabury  &  Johnson's 
laboratories,  had  the  floor  while  he  discussed 

AUTHORITATIVE  STARDARDS  FOR   ANTISEPTIC  DRESSINGS. 

The  main  question  was  does,  e.g.,  5-per-cent.  boric  lint  mean 
a  lint  containing  5  per  cent,  of  acid,  or  one  made  from  a 
5-per-cent.  solution.  This  paper  was  very  fully  discussed  by  • 
Messrs.  Hallberg,  Good,  Remington,  Prescott,  Caspari, 
Stewart,  Alpers,  and  Dr.  Jackson,  of  Denver.  The  conclusion 
was  that  all  labels  should  express  the  exact  amount  of  medi- 
cating-substance  contained  in  a  given  weight,  or  the  number 
of  grains  per  square  yard.  The  general  feeling  was  also  in 
favour  of  stating  the  strength  of  the  impregnating-solution. 
The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  National 
Formulary  for  decision. 

With  the  exception  of  a  paper  on  an  analysis  of  50,000 
prescriptions,  by  Professor  Patch,  of  Boston,  the  rest  of  the 
papers  were  taken  as  read.    The  Section  on 

Legislation  and  Education 

did  not  meet  until  the  Monday  following  (August  19),  when 
there  was  a  long  discussion  on  the  best  way  to  educate  the 
pharmacist — of  which  we  had  enough  last  week.  The  item 
in  the  proceedings  which  most  iaterests  us  was  a  report 
regarding  poisoning  in  the  United  States.  The  statistics 
submitted  were  based  upon  the  replies  received  to  a  circular 
letter,  and  reports  were  received  officially  from  Massachu- 
setts, Michigan,  and  Wisconsin.  The  statistics  covered 
altogether  one-sixth  of  the  entire  population  of  the  United 
States,  and  showed  about  900  deaths  during  the  past  year 
from  poisoning  among  that  number,  the  causes  of  death 
being  -.—Morphine,  108 ;  carbolic  acid,  99  ;  arsenic,  65  ;  opium, 
46 ;  Rough  on  Rats,  45 ;  Paris  green,  35 ;  laudanum,  31 ; 
strychnine,  21 ;  chloroform,  14 ;  and  paregoric,  1. 

The  proceedings  were  continued  the  following  day  right 
into  Wednesday  morning,  when  the  members  adjourned 
until  next  year. 


Oilmen  and  Carbolic  Acid. — Last  Saturday  afternoon 
a  girl  in  Clerkenwell  noticed  near  her  home  a  publican's  can 
containing  some  fluid  which  she  thought  was  beer,  and  took 
a  gulp  of  it.  Immediately  afterwards  she  gave  a  terrific 
scream,  for  the  can  contained  strong  carbolic  acid.  She  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  and  is  recovering.  Commenting  on 
this,  the  Islington  Gazette  refers  to  the  loose  way  in  which 
carbolic  acid  is  supplied  by  some  oilmen  and  their  assistants, 
without  any  kind  of  distinguishing  label  on  the  bottle,  can, 
or  other  vessel. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  Wefnesday  concerning  the  death 
of  Mr.  Maurice  Bluhm  (34),  colonial  broker,  of  Mincing 
Lane,  E  C,  who  shot  himself  in  his  bath  on  Monday  aftei- 
noon.  Deceased  was  principal  of  Maurice  Bluhm  &  Co.,  who 
deal  chiefly  in  spices  and  cocoa.  The  evidence  showed  that 
deceased  had  been  much  depressed  and  out  of  sorts,  and 
complained  of  financial  troubles,  which  he  had  largely 
exaggerated.  Dr.  Sims  stated  that  the  bullet  passed  through 
the  brain  and  lodged  at  the  back  of  the  head.  _  The  jury 
found  a  vercict  of  suicide  during  temporary  insanity. 
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Xeaal  IReports* 


PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  THE  PHARMACY  ACT  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Hugh  Lees,  assistant  with  Mr.  Matthew  Dunning,  chemist 
and  druggist,  75  Nelson  Street,  Tradeston,  Glasgow,  was  on 
Monday,  in  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court,  charged  before  Sheriff 
Murray,  at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with 
two  separate  offence3  against  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Respon- 
dent was  charged  with  having,  on  April  23  last,  contravened 
the  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  Act,  in  so  far  as  he,  not 
being  a  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and 
druggist,  did  unlawfully  sell  to  two  boys— Joseph  Sime, 
aged  6,  and  Charles  Sime,  aged  10,  brothers,  who  reside  at 
61  Dale  Street,  South  Side— a  quantity  of  laudanum.  It  is 
alleged  that  the  boys'  father  committed  suicide  with  the 
laudanum.  Mr.  James  Barrie,  writer,  prosecuted  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose  Scottish  representative,  Mr. 
J.  Rutherford  Hill,  was  also  present.  Respondent  pleaded 
not  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  the  trial  was  adjourned  till 
September  20. 


At  Ayr  Sheriff  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Sheriff  Orr 
Paterson,  Peter  Welsh,  chemist's  assistant,  was  charged  with 
a  breach  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  he  having  in  March  last 
sold  by  retail  a  quantity  of  laudanum  or  tincture  of  opium, 
and  a  quantity  of  morphia,  both  poisons,  he  not  being  a 
duly  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  diug- 
gist  within  the  meaniDg  of  the  Act.  He  pleaded  guilty,  and 
was  found  liable  in  11.  Is.  6d.  of  modified  expenses. 


INVOICING  OIL  IN  DRUMS. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Kerr,  the  case  of  Boult  v.  West  was  heard,  in  which 
the  plaintiffs,  Messrs.  Boult  Brothers  &  Co.,  38  King  William 
Street,  E.C.,  sought  to  recover  from  the  defendants,  Messrs. 
James  Powles,  West&  Co.,  156a  Devons  Road,  Bow,  the  value 
of  certain  oil-drums  belonging  to  them  which  were  not 
returned.  One  of  the  defendants'  representatives  said  he 
admitted  havirjg  had  the  casks,  but  they  were  not  respon- 
sible to  the  plaintiffs  for  payment.  The  invoice  for  the  oil 
which  was  contained  in  the  drums  showed  that  the  plaintiffs 
sold  them  the  drams  as  well  as  the  oil.  It  said  "Oil  and 
drums  net."  He  admitted  that  it  was  customary  to  return 
them  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  since  the  plaintiffs  had 
chosen  to  sue  them  he  stood  upon  his  rights. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Cleeton,  representing  the  plaintiffs,  said  the 
words  on  the  invoice  did  not  intend  to  convey  that  tbey 
sold  the  drums  as  well  as  the  oil  to  the  defendants.  It 
simply  meant  that  the  oil  was  supplied  in  drums,  and  that 
in  those  cases  they  did  not  allow  any  discount ;  whereas 
when  the  oil  was  supplied  in  casks  they  allowed  a  discount. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  there  was  nothing  on  the  in- 
voice to  show  that  the  defendants  were  under  any  liability  to 
return  the  drums. 

Mr.  Cleeton  urged  that  as  the  defendants  had  not  returned 
the  drums  the)  must  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  It  does  not  appear  to  be  so.  You 
mu-t  put  it  on  your  own  invoices  that  you  expect  your  drums 
dec'i. 

Mr.  Cleeton  :  He  has  paid  for  one. 

The  Defendants'  Representative  :  That  is  since  this  dispute, 
because  on  that  occasion  they  sent  an  invoice  showing  that 
the  drum  was  not  included  in  the  price  of  the  oil. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  observed  that  if  the  defendants 
had  to  prove  the  return  of  every  drum  they  had  of  the 
plaintiffs,  he  did  not  know  where  it  would  end. 

The  Defendants'  Representative  :  I  do  the  best  in  my  power 
to  return  them,  but  I  am  not  responsible  for  them.  Should 
I  have  to  pay  for  one  if  it  was  lost  ? 

Mr.  Cleeton :  Clearly. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the  plaintiffs  must  send  the 
defendants  a  different  invoice.  He  thought  that  a  tailor 
might  as  reasonably  charge  for  the  brown-paper  sheet  in 
which  he  sent  home  a  new  coat  as  the  plaintiffs  charge  the 
defendants  for  drums  in  which  they  delivered  oil.  He  must 
find  for  the  defendants. 


The  defendants  asked  for  their  costs.  They  had  been  put 
to  a  lot  of  trouble  over  the  matter,  they  said. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr:  You  both  of  jou  seem  to  do 
business  in  a  veiy  loose  way. 

The  Defendants'  Witness  :  I  was  insulted  when  I  went 
there. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  That  is  at  the  bottom  of  it,  is  it  ? 
It  is  temper.  Then  I  shall  give  neither  of  you  any  costs. 
Neither  of  you  will  be  satisfied,  acd  therefore  I  am  sure  I  am- 
right.  (Laughter.) 


ADULTERATION  CASES. 
Blue  Ointment. 
At  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Petty  Sessions,  last  week; 
Mr.  Henry  Wellington,  described  as  a  chemist,  of  Freshwater 
Bay,  was  summoned  for  selling  6  oz.  of  ointment  of  mercury 
which  was  found  by  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  the  public  analyst,  to 
contain  34  8  per  cent,  of  mercury  instead  of  48  5  per  cent.  Mr. 
Hooper  (for  defendant)  asked  the  inspector  if  defendant  told 
him  there  were  two  strengths  of  mercuiial  ointment?  Witness: 
Yes  ;  but  I  told  him  that  I  had  merely  to  ask  for  ointment  of 
mercury.  Mr.  Hooper  :  Did  he  say  he  would  take  the  stronger 
and  reduce  it  to  the  strength  of  the  ordinary  ointment  ?  Wit- 
ness :  He  did  do  something  with  it,  bat  I  can't  say  what. 
Mr.  Hooper,  addressing  the  Bench,  said  that  the  deficiency 
of  strength  in  the  sample  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
arose  in  this  way :  There  were  two  kinds  of  the  ointment- 
one  was  for  catt.'e  and  the  other  for  human  use.  Defendant 
kept  the  former  kind  principally.  When  the  police  sergeant, 
who  was  well  known  to  him,  came  in,  defendant,  as  he 
thought,  took  down  the  stronger  ointment,  acd,  it  being  the 
milder  quality  that  was  required,  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  mix  some  lard  with  it  and  bring  it  to  the  required 
strength.  Unfortunately,  it  was  the  milder  ointment  that 
defendant  took  down,  and  the  result  was  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  mercury  in  what  he  sold.  The  Bench  imposed 
a  fine  of  Is.  and  costs. 


Tincture  of  Rhubaeb. 
At  Swadlincote  Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday,  Letitia  Needle 
described  as  a  chemist,  was  summoned  for  having  sold  tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb  which  was  deficient  in  quality.  The  facts 
were  admitted,  but  it  was  stated  that  the  tincture  was  just 
as  purchased  from  the  wholesale  dealers.  Fined  5s.  6d.  and 
costs. 


Is  Beeswax  a  Drug? 
The  Cranbrook  (Kent)  Bench  of  Magistrates  have  talea  a 
different  view  of  this  question  to  that  as  reported  in  our 
last  issue.  On  Thursday  last  a  grocer  named  Tagg,  of  Hawk- 
hurst,  was  summoned  before  the  Cranbrook  Bench  on  a 
charge  of  selling  beeswax  containing  50  parts  of  foreign 
ingredients.  In  this  case  the  Magistrates  were  of  opinion 
that  beeswax  did  not  come  under  the  meaning  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.    The  case  was  therefore  dismissed. 


Refusing  to  Sell. 
At  the  Rathfriland  Petty  Sessiors  on  September  6,  before 
Mr.  S.  Paxton  Cowan,  J.P.,  presidicg,  and  a  full  bench  of 
Magistrates,  Heniy  Bell,  described  as  a  druggist  (but  net 
registered  as  such),  Rathfriland,  was  summoned  for  having 
refused  to  sell  to  Sergeant  Nelson,  of  the  Rojal  Irish  Con-  - 
stabulary,  certain  drugs — to  wit,  extract  of  ergot  (liquid), 
laudanum,  tincture  of  aconite,  and  paregoric — which  were 
exposed  for  sale  in  his  shop,  at  Rathfriland,  on  August  10, . 
1895.    Mr.  McSpadden  (Messrs.  Fryar  &  McSpadden,  sollci-  - 
tors,  Rathfriland  and  Banbridge)  defended. 

Sergeant  Nelson  said  the  prosecutions  were  instituted 
under  the  17th  section  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  . 
1875.  The  sergeant  then  proceeded  to  give  his  evidence, 
stating  that  on  August  10  he  asked  gMr.  Bell  to  sell . 
him  12  oz.  of  tincture  of  aconite.  Defendant  said  that  he 
did  not  keep  the  like.  Witness  pointed  out  a  stock-bottle  on 
the  outside  of  which  was  a  label  bearing  the  name  of  the 
ding.  The  defendant  afterwards  admitted  that  it  was,  but 
stated  that  he  could  not  sell  it  as  it  was  a  poison.  Witness;, 
then  asked  him  was  he  aware  that  he  was  liable  to  a  penalty 
ior  refusing  to  sell  the  article.    Mr.  Bell  replied  that  it 


THE  CTIMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


September  14,  1895 


hesold.it  to  wnnssss  other  parties  would  come  down  upon 
him,  so  that  

Mc  McSpadden  :  Between  the  two  stools  he  would  corns 
to  the  ground.  (Laughter.) 

Sergeant  Nelson :  That's  just  it.  I  tendered  him  the 
-.money  for  the  drug.  The  sergeant  then  described  the  other 
attempted  purchases. 

The  Chairman :  Did  he  in  each  instance  admit  that  the 
■bottle  contained  the  drugs  that  you  asked  for  ? — Yes 

Cross- examined  by  Mr.  McSpadden  :  Aren't  the  drug}  in 
question  drugs  that  by  law  Mr.  Bell  is  precluded  from  selling  ? 
— Of  course  they  aie  I  understand  he  has  been  fined  in  this 
court  for  selling  them. 

And  yet  you  asked  him  for  drugs  that  you  well  knew  he 
-was  not  entiiled  to  sell  ? — If  he  was  not  entitled  to  sell  them 
he  bad  no  right  to  expose  them  for  sale. 

What  weie  the  labels  on  the  bottles  ? — Tincture  of  opium, 
•iircture  of  camphor  (compound),  extract  cf  ergot  (  iquid), 
and  tincture  of  aconite. 

Mr.  McSpadden  then  fxamined  the  sergeant  as  to  the 
money  he  tendered  for  the  drugs  (<\s  for  12  oz  of  the  ergot), 
•whereupon  the  Chairman  suggested  that  that  had  nothing  to 
tio  with  the  casr  Counsel  then  ad  iressed  the  Bench,  pointing 
out  that  Mr.  Ball  was  a  youDg  man  who  had  Dot  been 
-altagether  free  from  prosecutions  under  the  Drugs  ['?  Phar- 
macy] Act,  having,  as  their  Worships  were  doubtless  aware, 
been  lined  in  that  couit  on  a  previous  occasion.  Since  that 
•  time,  however,  he  had  dispensed  with  every  drug  that  he 
was  not  entitled  by  law  to  sell.  Bat  remaining  in  the  shop 
were  two  or  three  of  the  bottles  with  the  labels  of  those 
drugs  on  them,  and  Mr.  Be'l  would  tell  them  what  they  con- 
tained. Sergeant  Nelson  knew  peifectly  well  that  the  de- 
fendant had  no  right  to  sell  drugs  that  were  schedaled 
'.poisons,  yet  he  took  the  advantage  of  asking  for  them.  He 
smaintained  that  the  tender  made  by  the  sergeant  was  not  a 
✓•proper  one. 

Henry  Ball,  the  defendant,  was  then  examined.  He  de- 
posed that  Sergeant  Nelson  first  purchased  a  pint  of  almond 
oil,  and  divided,  it  in  three  portions.  He  then  pointed  to  a 
bottle  on  the  shelf,  and  said  that  he  wanted  12  oz.  of  ergot 
out  of  it.  Witness  said  that  if  he  had  any  ergot  in  the 
faouse  he  could  not  give  it  to  him,  as  he  would  be  liable  to  a 
heavy  penalty  for  eo  doing.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had 
none  in  the  house,  and  the  bottle  was  a  "  dummy."  He  was 
'..fined  last  year  tor  having  sold  scheduled  poisons,  and  he 
immediately  did  away  with  the  drugs.  He,  however,  did  not 
?ilse  to  spoil  the  bottles  themselves,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  any  harm  on  his  part  in  utilising  them  as 
11  dummies,"  and  placing  them  on  the  shelves.  In  each  of 
the  other  three  cases  deDO-ed  to  by  the  sergeant  the 
bottles  were  ■  dummies."  He  had  neither  of  the  drugs  in 
question  in  his  possession.  The  bottles  contained  coloured 
«wat8r. 

The  Chairman  :  Why  did  you  expose  the  bottles  for  sale 
■when  they  did  not  contain  the  articles  mentioned  on  tte 
I  labels  ? 

Witness:  I  did  it  for  show  purposes  more  than  anything 
■else. 

The  Chairman  :  You  had  no  right  whatever  to  do  such  a 
-'thing. 

Witness:  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  harm  in  my 
action.  I  would  have  been  at  some  loss  if  I  had  destroyed 
the  bottles. 

The  Chairman  :  You  could  bave  left  them  aside  until  such 
■time  as  jou  would  have  been  qualified  to  sell  the  drugs. 

Witness :  I  did  not  think  I  was  committing  any  offence. 
The  bottles  were  not  in  a  conspicuous  place.  I  could  not 
have  removed  the  labels  without  destroying  the  bottles. 

Cross-examined  by  Sergeant  Nelson:  I  am  a"  druggist, &c." 
?E tee! era  might  mean  anything. 

Witness  was  then  examined  as  to  the  difference  in  appear- 
ance between  the  coloured  water  and  the  real  thing;  after 
which  Mr.  McSpadden  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of  his 
client. 

The  Magistrates  then  retired  to  consider  their  decision, 
and  after  a  few  minutes  returned  into  court,  when  the 
Chairman  said  :  The  Magistrates  are  almost  unanimous  that 
these  cases  have  been  proved,  and  that  the  defendant  be 
fined  10s.  and  costs  in  each  case — 21.  and  costs  in  all. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIP  DISSOLVED. 

Harvey,  A.  H.,  and  Harvey,  C. ,  jun.,  under  the  style  of  A.  H.  Harvey 
&  Co.,  Birmingham,  oil  and  colour  merchants,  drysalters,  and  wholesale 
chemists  and  druggists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Berlyn,  Abraham,  Birmingham  and  StratforJ-on-Avon,  dental  surgeon. 
Millerchip,  Thomas,  Coventry,  ex-physicim  and  surgeon. 


Bankruptcy  IReports. 


Re 


Charles  Churchill  Collier,  Gamlingay,  Cambs  , 
Druggist. 

At  the  Bedfordshire  Bankruptcy  Court,  held  at  the  Shire 
Hall,  Bedford,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Clare,  this 
debtor  appeared  to  undergo  his  public  examination.  The 
statement  of  affairs  showed  liabilities  12U.  15s.,  and  assets 
28Z.  10*.,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  93Z.  5s.  The  Official  Receiver 
observes  that  the  receiving  order  in  this  matter  was  made 
on  August  27,  1895,  on  the  petition  of  the  debtor  himself, 
and  he  was  on  the  same  day  adjudged  bankrupt.  He  states  , 
that  he  commenced  business  at  Gamlingay  on  October  1, 
1892,  as  a  druggist,  with  a  capital  of  80^.,  his  own  money. 
Previous  to  October.  1892,  he  was  manager  for  a  druggist  at 
Devizes,  Wiltshire,  for  seven  years.  The  bankrupt  has  kept 
a  cash-book  and  ledgers.  He  attributes  his  insolvency  to 
bad  trade  and  ill- health,  and  states  that  he  first  became 
aware  that  he  had  not  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  debts 
in  full  six  months  ago.  The  bankrupt  accounts  for  his 
deficiency  as  follows:— Excess  of  liabilities  over  assets  on 
August  27, 1891,  301. ;  household  expenses  of  self,  wife  and 
two  children,  since  August  27,  1894,  631  5s  ;  total,  931  5s. 

In  answer  to  the  Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  stated  that 
he  was  not  a  certificated  chemist,  but  had  been  in  a  drug- 
stores before.    He  started  business  with  about  80Z. 

Mr.  E wen:  What  made  you  think  Gamlingay  a  fitting 
place  to  start  business  in  ? 

The  Debtor  thought  there  might  be  a  chance.  He  used 
to  take  about  300L  a  year,  and  that  would  yield  about  34  or 
35  per  cent,  profit.  He  could  live  on  that,  but  trade  had 
been  getting  worse  lately.  He  kept  some  bocks,  and  ad- 
mitted the  cash-book  showed  that  he  spent  more  money 
than  he  was  taking.  In  1893  he  spent  253Z.  13s.,  and  ie- 
ceived  256^.  10s.  9d. 

Mr.  Ewen  :  These  books  always  showed  you  that  there  was 
not  a  living  ?  . 

The  Debtor  admitted  that  during  the  last  e-ghteen 
months  he  was  not  making  a  living.  He  knew  that  he  was 
insolvent  twelve  months  ago ;  bat  had  been  carrying  on 
business  hoping  that  trade  would  get  better. 

The  examination  was  adjourned  until  October  29. 
Under  this  failure  the  following  are  creditors  :— 


Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited},  London  . 
(ioodship,  Edwin,  New  Southgate  , 


£ 

29 
33 


Re  JAMES  Tilslsy,  Berriew,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  has  been  held.  In 
reply  to  the  Official  Receiver,  he  said  he  had  lived  at  Berriew 
since  1882,  when  he  commenced  to  manage  a  chemist  and 
druggist's  business  for  his  brother.  He  bought  the  business 
in  1863,  and  had  carried  it  on  since  in  his  own  name. 
He  held  the  position  of  postmaster  for  twenty-nine  years, 
having  retired  twelve  months  last  April  in  favour  of  his  son. 
He  commenced  business  with  201.  of  his  own,  and  his  wife, 
who  had  an  independent  fortune  of  about  3.000Z ,  lent  him 
400Z.  He  personally  superintended  the  business  at  Berriew 
up  to  April  last,  when  he  met  with  an  accident,  and  his  son 
had  since  carried  on  the  business  in  his  (the  debtor's)  name. 
He  had  carried  on  a  coal  business  for  six  years,  and  for  five 
years  held  a  farm.    He  had  made  money  by  his  shop,  but  not 
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by  the  farm  or  the  coal  business.  He  did  not  become  aware 
•of  his  insolvency  until  last  June.  The  debtor,  with  the  aid 
of  his  wife  and  his  son,  was  prepared  to  offer  a  composition 
of  8s.  in  the  pound.  The  Official  Receiver  pressed  him  to 
increase  the  offer  to  10s.  in  the  pound,  pointing  out  that  he 
could  not  allow  the  son  to  continue  to  carry  on  the  business 
unless  a  reasonable  off  er  was  made,  and  the  examination  was 
adjourned  with  the  view  to  this  being  considered. 


IRovclties. 


A  SAFETY  RESPIRATOR. 
Me.  Gustave  Zcmmer,  82  Mark  Lane,  EC,  is  intro- 
ducing a  new  iespiratcr  or  lung-preserver  for  the  use  of 
those  who  work  in  factories 
where  there  are  noxious  gases, 
or  a  mist  of  fine  dust  which 
would  irritate  the  lungs.  The 
respirator  is  made  of  india- 
tubber,  into  the  mouth  of  which 
a  piece  of  wet  sponge  is  placed 
before  the  worker  puts  it  on  ; 
in  inhaling  air  it  comes  in 
through  this  sponge,  whereby 
soluble  gases  are  absorbed  and 
solid  particles  deposited,  and  in 
exhaling  the  breath  goes  through 
•the  small  valve  at  the  top.  Air  cannot  get  into  this.  We 
■have  no  doubt  that  the  respirator  will  be  found  nseful  in 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  laboratories,  and  some  re- 
tailers in  the  neighbourhood  of  chemical  and  other  factories 
can  do  business  with  it  by  judicious  recommendation. 


A  NEW  ELASTIC  CLOTH. 
IFOR  some  time  Alderman  Ira  Ickringill,  the  head  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Ira  Ickringill  &  Co.  (Limited),  spinners, 
of  Keighley,  has  been  studying  the  production  of  a  material 
for  underclothing  which  would  at  the  same  time  afford 
the  mechanical  support  usually  obtained  by  elastic  belts, 
stockings,  and  the  like,  and  he  has  succeeded  so  well  that  a 
company,  under  the  name  of  "  Ickringill's  Patent  Hygienic 
.and  Elastic  Cloth  Syndicate  (Limited),"  has  been  promoted 
to  work  the  patents  which  have  been  obtained,  and  to 
popularise  the  cloth,  and  bandages,  belts,  stockings,  &c,  made 
from  it.  These  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son 
<&  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street,  E  C,  who  have  undertaken 
the  London  agency,  while  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson,  of 
■  Leeds,  are  agents  for  the  North  of  EDgland.  The  cloth  is  not 
an  ordinary  elastic  one,  but  the  under-surface  i3  of  velvet 
pile,  the  pile  covering  the  whole  surface,  or  is  in  lines,  the 
latter  form  enabling,  we  should  think,  a  certain  degree  of 
atmospheric  circulation  round  the  body  or  limb.  So  far  as 
abdominal  belts  are  concerned  the  main  idea  of  the  inventor 
has  been  to  get  a  cloth  which  would  have  true  hygienic 
.properties,  so  far  as  adaptability  to  washing  is  concerned, 
combined  with  warmth  without  undue  moisture.  It  appears 
•to  us  that  he  has  succeeded  in  this,  for  the  cloth  is  one  quite 
unique ;  and  while  it  has  all  the  strength  of  cotton  and  the 
softness  of  silk,  it  has  the  warmth  of  wool — indeed,  chest 
and  lung  protectors,  and  undervests  for  the  coming  winter, 
are  amongst  the  articles  which  the  above-mentioned  firms 
■will  stock.  The  reports  which  we  have  read  in  regard  to  the 
cloth  are  highly  favourable,  and  those  who  wish  to  see 
samples  of  it  and  get  further  particulars  should  address  the 
-secretary,  Mr.  E.  J.  Prjse,  35  Devonshire  Street,  Keighley. 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  CLINICAL  THERMOMETERS, 
F.  J.  Putz  &  Co.,  chemical- merchants,  16  and  17  Great 
St.  Helen's,  E.C  ,  are  introducing  here  clinical  thermometers 
packed  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Ollendorff.  The  thermometers 
are  of  the  usual  style,  being  carefally  made  and  accurate, 
and  the  feature  is  that  the  case  containing  them  is  suffi- 
ciently large  to  hold  a  solution  of  an  antiseptic.  The  case  is 
made  of  vulcanite,  at  the  top  of  which  is  inserted  an  india- 
rubber  ring,  and  at  the  base  a  corresponding  ring  in  which 
the  stem  of  the  thermometer  accurately  fits.  There  is  a 
similar  ring  in  the  screw-lid,  so  that  the  thermometer  when 
in  situ  is  thoroughly  secured.    The  sterilisation  of  clinical 


thermometers  is  a  necessity  which  is  not  sufficiently  realised, 
especially  in  this  country  where  the  taking  of  the  tempera- 
ture by  the  mouth  is  universally  followed  and  the  possibility 
of  conveying  infection,  therefore,  at  the  maximum.  It  is 
customary,  we  know,  for  hospital  attendants  to  sterilise 
clinical  thermometers,  but  this  is  seldom  done  in  households, 
and  even  medical  men  find  it  difficult  always  to  secure  that 
effective  sterilisation  that  is  necessary.  Dr.  Ollendorff's 
system  is,  therefore,  to  be  commended.  The  illustration 
accompanying  this  note  shows  the  nature  of  the  thermo- 
meter-case. We  may  add  that  Messrs.  Putz  &  Co.  have  been 
appointed  agents  for  Mr.  Carl  Kellner,  of  Arlesberg,  and 
Messrs.  Strohlein  &  Co.,  Diisseldorf,  Germany. 


The  Terrol  Company,  31  Devonshire  Road,  Forest  Hill, 
S.E  ,  have  been  awarded  a  gold  medal  at  the  World's  Exhi- 
bition at  Amsterdam. 

The  National  Dental  Hospital,  Great  Portland  Street, 
W.,  charge  only  31/  10s.  (not  63/)  for  the  hospital 
practice  and  dental  lectures,  which  is  the  lowest  fee  charged 
in  London. 

The  fittings  and  stock  of  the  Bristol  firm,  S.  G.  Clements 
&  Co.  (Limited),  now  in  liquidation,  are  advertised  in  our 
supplement  this  week  for  sale  by  auction  oi  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  next. 

It  is  time  to  see  about  stock  of  cbest-protectors,  and  in 
this  connection  we  may  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Messrs. 
Solport  Bros,  this  week  intimate  a  reduction  in  the  prices  of 
their  "  Furfelt  "  goods. 

The  American  agents  for  the  Apollinaris  Company 
(Limited)  announce  that  the  company  have  decided  not  to 
handle  Hunyadi  Janos  water  after  March  next,  when  their 
contract  with  Andreas  Saxlehner,  Budapest,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Hunyadi  Janos  Spring,  will  terminate.  The  Apolli- 
naris Company  have  acquired  control  of  valuable  bitter- 
water  springs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Budapest,  and  after 
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Much  will  commence  the  sale  of  their  natural  Hungarian 
aperient  water. 

Wilcox  &  Co.  (Foreign  Chemists,  Limited),  of  239 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  bave  received  notice  for  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  their  premises  from  the  new  Central  London 
Riilway. 

Me  Walden,  the  Secretary  of  the  Westminster  College 
of  Pharmacy,  writes  to  us  to  say  that  Wills's  Materia 
Medica  for  tbe  Minor  is  not  out  of  print,  and  still  enjoys  a 
good  sale.  It  was  the  larger  book  for  Major  students  to 
which  we  referred. 

Mbssbs.  Cobbyn,  Stacet  &  Co.'S  "Notes  on  Drugs, 
Chemicals,  and  Pfiarmaceutical  Preparations  "  has  reached 
its  thirty-first  edition.  Those  who  wish  to  get  something 
nandy  on  new  remedies  should  send  for  a  copy  of  it.  It  is 
useful  and  practical. 

The  Albion  Milk  and  Sulphur  Soap  people  tell  us  that 
their  soap  is  being  imitated,  and  they  want  tbe  assistance  of 
the  trade  in  finding  out  infringers  of  their  "  Government- 
protected  rights  by  imitation,  substitution,  or  manufacture  " — 
whatever  that  may  be. 

The  proprietors  of  Norton's  camomile  pills  have  brought 
oat,  under  the  title  "  A  Hundred  Years  Ago,"  a  readable  little 
brochare  to  celebrate  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
establishment  of  their  business.  The  book  is  an  illustrated 
account  of  some  of  the  things  that  were  in  vogue  a  century 
ago,  such  as  patches,  sedan-chairs,  stage-coaches,  the 
pillory,  and  the  stocks.  Chemists  can  get  supplies  of  tbe 
pamphlet  on  application  to  Norton's  (Limited),  21  Spital 
Square,  London,  E. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  printed  an  inquiry  note  regarding 
Allen,  Robinson  &  Co  ,  who  were  in  basiness  in  London  about 
fifty  years  ago.  Tbe  result  of  the  note  has  been  that  tbe 
solicitor  who  is  inquiring  for  anyone  connected  with  the  firm 
has  afcsrtained  that  in  or  about  the  year  1846  the  above- 
named  firm  carried  on  business  as  agricultural  chemists  at 
8%  Fencbuich  Street,  London,  the  partners  constituting  the 
firm  beiog  Christian  William  Nicolay  and  Conway  James 
Allen,  tbe  former  also  being  described  as  of  No.  2  Oxford 
Square,  Hyde  Park,  Middlesex,  and  he  was  supposed  to  be 
the  continuing  partner.  If,  with  that  additional  clue,  anyone 
can  add  to  the  information,  we  shall  be  glad  to  forward  it  to 
the  proper  quarter. 

In  our  recent  note  on  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs'new  series  of 
medicated  soaps  we  inadvertently  stated  that  the  series  con- 
sists of  e'ght  instead  of  ten.  They  are  known  by  the 
following  names  : — Salphur;  white  birch  tar;  ichthyol  and 
tar;  eucalypt>l;  sulphur,  camphor,  balsam  Peru;  corrosive 
sublimate  ('•  Superlative  Antiseptic  Soap")  ;  borax,  naphthol, 
and  fulphur  ('  Freckle  Soap");  boracic  acid  ("Shampoo 
Soap")  ;  salicylic  acid  and  sulphur  ;  carbolic  acid  ("Surgeon's 
Soap").  Messrs.  Gibbs  inform  us  that  they  are  quite  pre- 
pared to  make  any  special  soap  to  order,  but  it  will  be 
understood  that  only  balk  orders  can  be  dealt  with,  the  pro- 
duction of  a  small  nnmber  of  cakes  no1;  being  practicable, 
owing  to  the  expensive  nature  of  tbe  process. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  James  Townsend,  Queen 
Street,  Exeter,  samples  of  almanacks  for  1896  The  "  Uni- 
versal," "  Pars e,"  and  "  Bouquet "  almanacks  represent  styles 
which  suit  different  kinds  of.  trade,  and  are  beautifully  pro- 
duced. The  "  Universal  "  is  an  octavo  almanack,  printed  in 
two  sizes,  and  including  a  number  of  fine  illustrations  and 
appropriate  descriptive  matter.  Mr.  Townsend  also  sends 
us  a  bundle  of  samples  of  his  counter-bills,  which  are  pro- 
duced at  wonderfully  cheap  rates,  although  the  printing  is 
decidedly  above  the  average,  the  latter  remark  particularly 
applying  to  the  special  "  Rainbow  "  handbills.  Mr.  Townsend 
has  brought  out  a  revised  edition  of  his  chemists'  label 
catalogue,  which  now  extends  to  80  pages,  and  is  included 
in  an  embossed  cover  of  excellent  design. 

One  of  the  best  "  medical  guides  "  piinted  in  English  on 
the  Continent  that  have  come  under  our  notice  is  a  little 
handbook  of  first-aid  in  accidents  and  sickness,  published  by 
Mr.  H.  Finck,  English  chemist,  of  Geneva,  Switzsrland. 
The  first  edition  of  this  work  appeared  four  years  ago,  and 
a  second  has  been  issued  quite  recently.  The  guide  contains 
chapters  on  first-relief  in  accidents,  therapeutic  memoranda, 
a  list  of  "  indispensable  medicines,"  a  useful  table  of  thera- 


peutic preparations,  with  their  properties  and  doses,  and' 
an  alphabetical  list  of  commcn  diseases,  with  hints  on  their 
treatment.  In  a  town  visited  by  so  many  English-speaking 
tourists  as  Geneva,  Mr.  Finck's  list  should  have  a  large  field 
for  distribution.  Its  usefulness  as  a  handy-book  of  informa- 
tion for  the  public  is  equalled  by  its  excellent  typographical, 
appearance. 

Some  very  pretty  almanacks  have  come  to  us  from  Mr.  H. 
Silverlock,  92  Blackfriars  Road,  S  E.  These,  of  course,  are 
for  1896,  and  of  small  pocket-size  we  have  no  iewer  than 
eight  specimens,  with  distinct  covers  in  exquisite  floral 
designs,  and  all  giving  a  good  space  for  the  chemist's  own 
advertisements,  and  very  useful  information  regarding  medi- 
cines and  household  wants.  The  "  Court "  almanack  is  a 
new  kind,  in  which  half  of  the  page  containing  the  monthly 
calendar  is  left  blank  for  memoranda.  The  "  New "" 
almanack  is  produced  in  octavo  size,  36  pages,  the  decora- 
tions on  the  cover  compiising  medicinal  plants.  In  addition 
to  these  we  have  a  sample  of  the  card-calendar  produced  in- 
gold  and  colours,  with  twelve  separate  monthly  calendars- 
attached  by  an  eyelet.  Mr.  Silverlock's  order-form  for  theses 
contains  full  particulars  as  to  the  style  and  price. 


GraoMlDarka  applied  for. 


ANT  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  of  any/ 
of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack,Oomptroller-&eneral,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings , 
Chancery  Lans, London,  W.O. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  September  4,  1895.) 
Figure  of  knight  in  armour ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in 

manufactures,  photography,  or  philosophical  research,. 

and  anti- corrosives.    By   Griffiths    Brothers    &  Co.,. 

29  Mack's  Road,  Bermondsey,  London,  S.E.  188,285. 
Device  of  lighted  candle  within  a  square  wording ;  for 

chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,  horticultural,. 

veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.    By  Taylor  &  Co., 

7  Tithebirn  Street,  Liverpool,  merchants.  188,948. 
The  essential  particular  is  the  device. 

Sketch  of  a  steamship  within  a  circle,  and  the  words  "  Kof 
Clipper"  ;  for  a  cough- mixture  for  human  use.  By  John 
Porter,  Station  Street,.  Coalville,  Leicestershire.  188,141. 
The  essential  particular  is  the  device. 

Device  of  tower  with  spiral  staircase,  surmounted  with  the- 
motto  "  Primo  non  nocere,"  contained  in  an  oval ;  for 
patent  medicines  for  human  use.    By  Pnilippe  Lauth, 

8  Boulevard  du  Jardia  des  Plantes,  Carcassonne, 
France,  brewer.  187,536.  The  essential  particular  is 
the  de\  ic  i. 

Portrait  of  a  man  with  sash  ;  for  medicinal  oils  for  outward 
application.  By  Eli  Smith,  33  Pioui  Road,  Upper 
ClaptoD,  London,  N  E  ,  warehouseman.  188,381.  The 
essential  particular  is  the  portrait. 

"Heartsease,"  and  flower-decorations  contained  in  a 
circle,  and  address  of  applicant ;  for  medicinal  prepara- 
tions for  human  use,  bat  not  including  preparations  for 
aff actions  or  diseases  of  the  heart  or  any  preparation  of" 
a  like  kiod.  By  Mayfield  Archibald  Lilly,  Botanic 
Hall,  33  Colston  Street,  St  Augustine's,  Bristol,  patent- 
medicine  proprietor.  188,589. 

"  Tbilby  "  ;  for  pills  and  ointment  for  human  use.  By  Jas.. 
Dewar  &  Co ,  16  Stuart  Road,  Walton,  Liverpool. 
188,920. 

"  Binnacle  "  ;  for  substances  used  as  food  or  as  ingredients 
in  food.  Br  John  Macionald  Moody,  Junior  United 
Service  Club,  London,  S  W.  188,148, 

Device  of  label  and  signature  of  applicant,  Max  von  Petten- 
kofer ;  for  extract  of  meat.  By  Max  von  Pettenkofer, 
1  Residenz  Strasse,  Munich,  Bavaria,  scientific 
professor  and  doctor.  188,373.  The  essential  par- 
ticular is  the  facsimile  of  applicant's  signature. 

The  "  Favourite,"  and  device  showing  horse-race  upon 
label  ;  for  soaps  and  extracts  of  soaps  included  in 
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Class  47,  detergents  and  other  preparations  for  laundry- 
purposes.  By  Brammall  Brothers,  Ash  House,  Broad 
Green,  Liverpool.  183,823.  The  essential  particular  is 
the  device. 

Wash  all,"  and  signature;  for  perfumed  soap.  By  C.  H. 
Parsons  &  Co.,  Sarah  Street  Works,  Sarah  Street, 
Leicester.  189,044.  The  essential  particular  is  the 
signature  "  C.  H.  Parsons  &  Co." 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  September  11,  1895.) 

*™  Mastiff  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures 
or  philosophical  research  and  anti-corrosives.  By  T. 
Hinshelwood  &  Co.,  Glasgow  Oil  and  Colour  Works, 
Glasgow.  187,716. 

Ideal  Health  Salt,"  on  label ;  for  chemical  substances 
for  u?e  in  medicine  and  pharmacy,  but  rot  including 
pills  nor  goods  of  a  like  kind  to  pills.  By  Houldsworth 
&  Cliffe,  Perseverance  Chemical- works,  Heckmoadwike, 
Yorks,  drysalters.  187,884.  The  essential  particular  is 
the  combination  of  devices  on  label. 

{Figure  of  a  donkey  with  wording  on  its  saddle;  for  a  patent 
medicine  for  human  use,  being  an  ointment  for  piles. 
By  Henry  Wells  Buer,  Mul'la  House,  Maidenhead, 
Berks,  patent- medicine  vendor.  189,902.  The  essential 
particular  is  the  device. 

•*'  Onah  " ;  for  surgical  syringes  and  douches.  By  Arthur 
Benjamin  Cruikshank,  c/o  Chancery  Line  Safe  Deposit, 
62  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  mint!  proprietor. 
189,239. 

Allenbubts  "  ;  for  substances  used  as  food  or  as  ingre- 
dients in  food  in  class  42  ;  also  for  feeding-bottles  in 
class  50.  By  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Plough 
Court,  37  Lombard  Street,  London,  E.C.  187,740. 
187,742. 

-"'Koa";  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  natural  and 
artificial,  including  ginger- beer.  By  Bitey  &  Co. 
(Limited),  216  Kingsland  Road,  London.  189,305. 

"  Kebmol  "  ;  for  a  toilet- preparation  for  chapped  hands  (not 
medicated).  By  Herbert  Buckley,  15  Bridge  Street, 
Lockwood,  Huddersfield,  chemist.  188.838. 

■"Quaker";  for  condensed  milk.  By  Ernst  Enke,  trading 
as  Anglo-Dutch  Condensed  -  milk  Company,  Noord- 
Hollandsche  Gecondenseerde  Melkfabriek,  "Arcadia," 
Parmerend,  Holland,  manufacturer.  189,192. 


EBusiness  Cbanaea, 


Mb.  Baker,  chemist,  has  purchased  the  retail  business  of 
kDr.  Smith,  at  89  Plumstead  Road,  Plumstead. 

Through  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Kain,  chemist,  High 
•"Street,  Lereisham,  S.E.,  the  shop  is  closed  and  liftings 
removed. 

Mb.  A.  L-  Smith,  dental  surgeon,  has  purchased  the 
-chemist's  b^sine^s  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Wal&er  Pugh,  750  Old 
Kent  Road,  S.E. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Fresson  has  taken  over  the  old-established 
'business  of  his  father,  Mr.  L.  F.  Fresson,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Stevenage. 

Mr.  A.  Hawthorne,  chemist,  late  of  Stafford,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Fiesson,  of  100  High 
Street,  Brentford,  W. 

The  Loam  pit  Drug  Company  (Limited),  opened  a  shop 
about  twelve  months  ago  at  Loampit  Vcle,  Lewisham,  S.E., 
•which  has  since  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  will  not  be 
opened  again  as  a  chemist's. 

Mr.  F.  E  Rubra,  chemist,  formerly  of  Crewkerne  has 
'purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Marsden,  trading  as  the  "  City 
-and  Suburban  Drug  Company  (Limited;,'  Lordship  Line, 
Dulwich,  S.E. 

Dat's  Southern  Drug  Company  have  opened  a  very 
large  and  extensive  branch  at  167  Upper  Street,  Islington, 
London,  N.,  which  has  been  handsomely  fitted  up  by  Alfred 
J.  Natali  k  Co.,  of  9  Wilson  St.,  E.C. 


Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  have 
removed  from  2  New  North  Road  to  1  Stamford  Road, 
KiDgsland,  London  N. 

The  business  of  Bright's  Pure  Drug  Company  (Limifed), 
21  High  Street,  Clapham,  S.W.,  has  been  purchased  by  May's 
Drug  Stores  (Limited). 

Messes.  Goldthorpe  &  Cook,  of  Hare  Street,  Woolwich, 
and  Herbert  Road,  Plumstead,  have  opened  #,  pharmacv  at 
113  High  Street,  Plumstead,  Kent. 

Mr.  Walter  Ballard,  for  many  years  in  business  at 
Newington  Causeway,  S.E.,  has  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  A.  B.  White,  at  High  Street,  Cricklade. 

Mr.  D.  Croft,  chemist,  formerly  of  Doncaster,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  W.  Sadler,  jun.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  1  Wight  man  Road,  Harringay,  N. 

Messrs.  Peters  &  Pepperdtne,  chemists,  Moorgate 
Street,  E.C,  have  opened  a  first-class  pharmacy  in  Goswejl 
Road,  a  few  doors  from  Finsbary  Pavement. 


Armstrong  — Heptinstall.— At  SS.  Mary  and  Cuth- 
bert's,  Chester-le-Street,  on  September  3,  by  the  Rev.  D.  S. 
Johnson,  MA,  Frederick  William  Armstrong,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Ancrum  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Armstrong,  of  Chester-le-Street,  to  Florence 
Louisa,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Heptinstall,  of  South- 
wick,  Sunderland. 

Hearson— Richardson.— On  September  5,  at  St.  James's 
Church,  Yarmouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  by  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Dash- 
wood,  M.A.,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  B.  Brittain,  M.A  , 
Her  Majesty's  chaplain,  Vepery  .Madras  Kathleen,  ooly 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  E  Richardson,  chemist,  of  Yarmouth, 
Isle  of  Wight,  to  Chailes  James,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hearson,  of  London. 

Smith— Churchyard — At  St.  Thomas's,  Camden  Town, 
on  August  26,  Sidney  Smith,  chemist  and  drugeist,  Wordsley, 
Stourbridge,  to  Edith  Tweddall,  eldest  daughter  of  R.  L. 
Churchyard,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  112  Camden  Road, 
London. 

Squire— Reaney.— On  September  5,  at  St.  James's,  Muswell 
Hill,  London,  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Whichelow,  Gaorge  Squire, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Sheffield,  to  Edith,  tlder  daughter 
of  John  E.  Reaney,  Claremont,  Muswell  Hill. 

Wood — O'Neill.— On  September  4,  at  St.  Nicholas' 
Church,  Cork,  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Ainley,  M.A.,  Uriah  Wood, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Arnold,  Nottingham,  to  Georgina 
Maria,  elder  daughter  of  J.  Walter  O'Neill,  Cork. 


Deaths 

Barton.—  Mr.  John  Barton,  chemist  and  druggist,  High 
Street,  Barnet,  died  on  September  2,  at  the  age  of  32,  after  a 
few  days'  illness.  He  had  been  in  business  at  Barnet  about 
ten  years,  and  was  much  respected  throughout  the  district. 

Briveau. — On  July  22,  Frederick  Meriick  Briveau,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Borough,  S  E. 

Dixon. — Mr.  Thomas  Dixon,  a  well-known  and  much- 
respected  chemist  of  Rickmansworth,  aied  very  suddenly  cn 
Friday.    He  vta  *  found  dead  in  bed. 

Donington. — The  death  took  place  on  Friday,  September 
6,  of  Mr.  Robert  Donington,  chemut  and  druggist,  Spalding, 
at  the  age  of  63.  Deceased  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Spalding  School  Board  since  its  formation,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  chairman.  He  also  held  several  offices  in 
connection  with  public  affairs. 

Horton. — On  August  31,  Horatio  William  Horton,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Holloway.   Aged  59. 

Hughes  — On  August  28  at  108  George  Street,  Limerick, 
Bridget,  wife  of  John  Hughes,  chemist.    Aged  26  years. 

McKesson. — At  Co7nwal!-on-HudsnD,  on  August  8,  Berke- 
ley, ton  of  John  McKesson,  of  McKesson  &  Robbins,  New 
York.    Aged  20. 

Squibb — At  38  Oakley  Square,  N.W.,  on  September  4, 
sudcenly,  Mr.  Jonathan  R  Squibb,  who  for  many  jears  held  an 
important  position  with  Messrs.  Hosenden  &  Co  ,  perfumers, 
of  Berners  Street,  Oxford  Street,  but  retired  two  years  ago. 
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EDALS  1884- 1885- 1886- 188V 


TRADE 
MARK. 


"SANITAS"     EUCALYPTUS    PREFAB  ATI  ONS- 

Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugatoi's, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric    Bactericide,   Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets;   "Creocide"  Fluids  and  Powders; 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders  arjd  Soaps;  Soluble  Carbolated  Creosote ;  "Weed 
Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 

THE  S1NITAS  CO,,  LiM,,  Betted  Green,  L01D01,  E. 

fLLIS'S  TABLEJATERS. 

"UNSURPASSED  FOR  EXCELLENCE." 

Manufactured  entirely  from  an  "ABSOLUTELY 
PURE  "  and  INEXHAUSTIBLE  "  CRYSTAL 
SPRING,"  situated  on  the  premises,  and  ex- 
clusively the  private *  property  of  the  Firm 
at  Ruthin. 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  N.  WALES. 


i 


THE  0L0EST  ENGLISH  &  AMERICAN  CHEMIST 
.  In  PARIS  (founded  1808;  • 

BOiSSY      Q  ALLOTS 

2 ,  Place  Venddme,  Corner  of  rue  St-Honore 

would  undertake  one  or  tvtro  additional '.. 
agencies,  for,  patent  Medicines',*-  Sundries,  etp. 
;. '  Special  connexion  among'st  Doctors 
■  in  Paris  &  Provinces.  ..•  -.■;>'  -,• ,  1 


TOMLINSON  &  GO.S 


ESTABLISHED  1842. 


Only  Address-MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Houses. 


ML"  TJ  M  FOR  D"2S 


THE 


FABBING-DON  BOAD,  LONDON,  B.C. 
BEST  THAT  C&.VS   BE  FBODVCB9. 


PUBE 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

(For  Tea)  

PUBE 

»TARCH  POWDER 

PTJBE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

( Lignt  Colour) 
PTJBE 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

 (Fine)  


118/} 
17/} 

123/1 
}16/} 

114/} 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  er  7, 14, 
28,  &  56  lbs,  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,  >fcl 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  $| 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if>( 
28,  &  58  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond.  r 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  ji| 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond.  f 


*  CABBIAG-B  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  300  miles  of  I 
London  ( or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond  )  on  a  total  weight  I 
of  1X3  IbB.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABL 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agent,  D.  WHEATLEY;  16a  North  Audley  Street,  W. 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  23  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.  And  of  all  Chemists, 
Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


L-IMANS 


vcrycjjTcaciousfn 
*   Horses  in  my  %gt 


4&- 

k  SL0UenclandS!  ELLM^CEi 


-yny. 


ELLIMAN'S 
£5  14  0 

value, 
assorted  or  not. 

10  per  cent.  Cash, 
carriage  not  paid. 

Agreement,  Bills, 
Books, 
Show  Carda. 

ell™, 

SONS  &  CO. 

Slough, 
ENGLAND. 


HOLLER'S  HYDROXiL-FREE  OIL, 

A  New^  Method  of  Manufacturing: 
Cod  Liver  Oil. 

See  details,  page  12,  bottom  folio. 

"  I  have  used  VIBRONA 
myself  in  convalescence  from 
a  recent  illness,  and  am. 
therefore  able  personally  to 
bear  witness  to  its  valuable. 
Tonic  properties." — 

"An  excellent  Wine."— Hie  Lancet.   M.D.,M.B. 

Sole  Proprietors-*, 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &  G°  Hoiioway  London 

THE    UNEXPECTED   OPIUM  RISE. 

The  course  of  the  opium-maiket  is  no  exception  to  the  rulte- 
that  the  unexpected  generally  happens.  The  season  for 
this  important  drug  is  now  at  its  height  in  Smyrna  and 
Constantinople,  and,  according  to  almost  all  prognostica- 
tions, the  beginning  of  the  anival  oE  the  new  crop  at  the 
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shipping  ports  should  have  been  signalised  by  a  general 
collapse  of  the  already  very  unstable  prices.  As  a"  matter 
o£  fact,  the  exact  opposite  has  occurred.  The  crop,  it  is  now 
generally  admitted,  is  one  of  the  biggest  on  record,  and  will 
probably  reach,  if  not  surpass,  the  enormous  total  of 
10,000  cases,  which  is  more  than  is  required  to  cover  the 
world's  yearly  requirements  of  Turkish  opium.  By  the  end 
of  August  no  fewer  than  2,200  cases  of  new  opium  had 
already  bem  received  at  Smyrna,  and  over  a  thousand  at 
Constantinople,  which  is  a  good  deal  more  than  double  the 
quantity  that  had  reached  those  trading  centres  from  the 
growing  districts  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1894.  If  the 
crop- estimates  are  correct,  it  follows  that  some  6.500  cases 
would  still  remain  in  the  hands  of  farmers  and  middlemen 
in  the  interior,  while  we  have  further  to  take  account  of  a 
stock  of  about  1,100  cases  in  Constantinople  and  2.800  cases 
in  Smyrna.  The  opium  supplie3  in  London  are  said  to  be 
unusually  light  (not  over  500  cases  in  the  public  warehouses), 
and  those  in  the  States  also  are  thought  to  be  by  no  means 
excessive;  but,  even  allowing  for  this,  it  seems  safe  to 
assume  that  the  total  available  quantitywill  be  a  large,  if 
not  a  copious,  one.  And  it  is  not  only  the  opium- 
crop  which  has  been  a  good  one.  Raisins  and 
figs,  two  other  staple  articles  of  Smyrna  export,  are  also 
abundant  this  year ;  and  the  valonea-harvest  promises  well. 
There  is,  consequently,  less  chance  than  usual  that  the 
farmers  and  dealers  in  Asia  Minor  will  be  compelled  to  sell 
their  produce  at  any  price,  and  perhaps  this  uncommon 
plentifulness  of  money  has  to  some  extent  helped  the 
upward  movement  which  sprang  up  in  Smyrna  quite  suddenly 
a  month  ago,  and  has  since  taken  a  strong  hold  of  the 
market. 

The  guiding  spirits  in  this  apparently  unjustifiable,  and 
certainly  hazardous,  movement  are  two  or  three  firms  of 
speculators  who  are  supposed  to  hold  a  good  deal  of  old- 
stock  opium  themselves,  and  who  are  now  assiduously  en- 
gaged in  vamping  up  a  rise,  which,  when  taken  at  the 
flood,  may  enable  them  to  get  rid  of  their  supplies  at  a 
price  not  warranted  by  the  actual  conditions  of  supply. 
The  first  result  of  this  bold  policy  has  been  the  discomfiture 
of  another  set  of  dealers  who  had  sold  opium  on  specu- 
lation, mostly  for  export  to  the  States,  before  the  crop  was 
actually  off  the  fields.  These  gentlemen  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  much  higher  rates  than  they  expected,  for 
between  August  11  and  August  30  the  price  of  new  current 
tale  quale  opium  has  advanced  in  Smyrna  from  the  parity 
of  7«.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  while  other  kinds  have  risen  in 
the  same  proportion.  This  result  has  been  brought  about 
with  very  little  trouble  on  the  part  of  the  bull-speculators, 
for  during  the  whole  month  of  August  only  150  cases  of 
opium  we.  3  sold  in  Smyrna,  about  70  of  which  were 
taken  for  shipment  to  the  consuming  markets,  prin- 
cipally America,  while  the  rest  went  into  the 
store-houses  of  the  speculators  a  la  hausse,  who  will 
probably  come  out  at  the  little  end  of  the  horn,  to 
use  an  expressive  Americanism.  The  great  consuming 
markets,  who  are  the  ultimate  arbiters  of  the  position,  do 
not  seem  to  show  any  inclination  to  be  bounced  into  buying 
at  present,  and  if  they  keep  aloof  for  a  few  more  weeks  there 
is  every  probability  that  the  Smyrnese  traders  will  tire 
of  keeping  up  a  market  that  lacks  inherent  elasticity.  Of 
course,  London  brokers,  dealers,  and  morphia  makers  are 
doing  their  best  to  take  advantage  of  the  upward  movement 
by  painting  it  to  their  clients  in  lurid  hue,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  their  confidence  in  the  continuity  of  the  advance 
is  sufficiently  great  to  induce  them  to  assist  it  by  placing 
orders  in  Smyrna.  A  fair  amount  of  business  has  lately 
been  done  in  London,  it  is  true,  both  in  manufacturing 


and  "  soft  shipping "  kinds,  the  latter  being  the  opium 
used  by  the  Chinese  coolies  in  the  West  Indies  and 
South  America,  but  this  is  far  from  meaning  that  there 
is  any  geneial  faith  in  the  Smyrna  movement.  A  singular 
feature  of  the  position  is  that  London  remains,  as  it  has  long 
been,  the  cheapest  market  for  opium  all  round,  quotations 
here  being  below  the  parity  either  in  Turkey  or  the  States. 
The  chief  sufferers  by  the  movement  will  probably  be  those 
Smyrna  speculators  who,  counting  upon  a  falling  market, 
contracted  in  June  for  opium  deliverable  in  August,  and  who 
have  now  to  pay  the  full  penalty  of  their  recklessness.  With 
them  we  cannot  sympathise.  In  estimating  the  position 
it  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  sowings 
which  will  yield  the  winter  crop  of  opium  are  now  imminent. 
If  they  are  favoured  by  warm  and  rainy  weather  there  will 
be  every  prospect  that  the  second  crop  will  also  be  large, 
and  that  fact  would  probably  hasten  the  end  of  the  present 
abnormal  advance- 


ITEMS    AT  IPSWICH. 

Sik  DoUGLis  Galton,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S  ,  D.C.L.,  the  President; 
of  the  British  Association,  delivered  at  Ipswich,  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  (by  deputy,  owirjg  to  temporary  illness  while 
in  the  chair),  one  of  the  strangest  addresses  which  have 
ever  been  heard  from  the  presidential  chair  since  the  Asso- 
ciation was  founded  in  1831.  We  have  been  accustomed  to 
expect  on  these  occasions  from  the  eminent  men  appointed 
to  the  presidency  some  exposition  of  the  branches  of  science 
in  which  they  are  masters,  or,  in  the  case  of  such  distin- 
guished amateurs  as  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  a  brilliant 
revelation  of  the  thoughts  of  the  onlooker  upon  the  work  or 
theories  of  his  professional  co-workers.  This  year's  Presi- 
dent departs  from  these  lines,  and  scarcely  manages  to  rise 
above  prize- essay  level  in  his  survey  of  the  conditions  of  cer- 
tain sciences  at  the  formation  of  the  British  Association  in 
1831, as  compared  with  their  condition  now.  Thus,  he  managed 
to  glance  at  geology,  geography,  chemistry,  astronomy, 
physics,  meteorology,  botany,  animal  physiology,  anthro- 
pology, bacteriology,  sewage  purification,  smoke-abatement, 
and  mechanical  engineering — a  publisher's  dczen  of  subjects 
each  of  which  has,  in  the  past,  been  admitted  by 
specialists  in  them  to  be  too  big  for  survey  in  a  British 
Association  address.  Yet  to  them  all  Sir  Douglas  Galton 
prefaced  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  British  Association, 
and  added  references  to  science  in  Germany,  and  the 
condition  of  scientific  research  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
There  are  the  elements  of  popularity  in  such  an  address,  for 
it  is  practically  free  from  technicalities,  and  is  so  nicely 
-broken  up  by  head-lines  that  a  newspaper  can  give  it  sec- 
tionally,  yet  maintain  the  interest  of  readers,  and  not  im- 
peril the  reputation  of  the  address. 

The  address  is  a  disappointing  one  to  come  from  a  Presi- 
dent who  claims  that  the  body  over  which  he  presides  has 
assisted  in  establishing  nearly  all  the  landmarks  of  scientific 
progress  during  the  past  sixty- five  years.  Here,  for  example, 
is  what  Sir  Douglas  Galton  said  under  "  chemistry  "  : — 

The  report  made  to  the  Association  on  the  state  of  the 
chemical  sciences  in  1832  says  that  the  efforts  of  investi- 
gators were  then  being  directed  to  determining  with  accuracy 
the  true  nature  of  the  substances  which  compose  the  various 
products  of  the  organic  and  inorganic  kingdoms,  and  the 
exact  ratios  by  weight  which  the  different  constituents  of 
these  substances  bear  to  each  other.  But  since  that  day  the 
science  of  chemistry  has  far  extended  its  boundaries.  The 
barrier  has  vanished  which  was  supposed  to  separate  the 
products  of  livicg  organisms  from  the  substances  of  which 
minerals  consist,  or  which  could  be  formed  in  the  laboratory. 
The  number  of  distinct  carbon  compounds  obtainable  from 
organisms  has  greatly  increased ;  but  it  is  small  when  coni- 
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pared  with  the  number  of  such  compounds  which  have  been 
artificially  formed.  The  methods  of  analysis  have  been  per- 
fected. The  physical,  and  especially  the  optical,  properties 
of  the  various  forms  of  matter  have  been  been  closely 
■studied,  and  many  fruitful  generalisations  have  been  made. 
The  form  in  which  these  generalisations  would  now  be 
.stated  may  probably  change,  some  perhaps  by  the  over- 
throw or  disuse  of  an  ingenious  guess  at  Nature's  workings, 
but  more  by  that  change  which  is  the  ordinary  growth  of 
science — namely,  inclusion  in  some  simpler  and  more  general 
-view.  In  these  advances  the  chemist  has  called  the  spectro- 
scope to  his  aid 

— and  so  on  for  another  dozen  lines.  The  other  twelve  subjects 
were  treated  in  somewhat  similar  style,  physics  and  engineer- 
ing receiving,  however,  much  fuller  treatment ;  and  the  re- 
flections upon  explosives  and  gunmaking  were  really  so 
interesting  that  it  seems  a  pity  that  the  address  was  not 
■confined  to  them  alone.  Better  that  than  a  series  of  in- 
complete items  of  which  we  fail  to  catch  the  true  meaning. 
The  British  Association  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  most  of 
'the  discoveries  which  have  heralded  new  epochs  in  science, 
and,  saving  its  expenditure  of  60,0002.  in  promoting  research, 
and  the  arrangements  since  its  foundation  for  exhibiting 
■exploring  and  scientific  lions,  there  seems  no  reason  why  the 
,past  sixty-five  years  should  have  been  drawn  before  its 
vision  at  telegraphic  speed.  We  expect,  however,  that  while 
•Sir  Douglas  Galton,  as  a  general  secretary,  has  sat  beside 
twenty-five  past  Presidents  he  has  had  the  opportunity 
■of  seeing  and  judging  what  kind  of  addresses  appealed 
most  directly  to  the  mixed  audiences  of  a  first  B.A.  night, 
-and  his  own  one  was  calculated  to  tickle  the  palate,  prevent 
drowsiness,  and  aid,  rather  than  impede,  the  digestion  of  the 
savant,  dilettante,  and  the  guinea  annual.  If  that  was  the 
intention,  the  address  was  a  brilliant  success.  For  the 
"  annual "  there  was  enough  of  scientific  wonder  in  it ;  for 
the  dilettante  fine  measurements,  statistics,  and  facts  from 
"thirteen  branches  of  science ;  and  for  the  savant  an  explana- 
tion of  why  science  is  not  fashionable — viz ,  because 
*'  science  students — upon  whose  efforts  our  progress  as  a 
.nation  so  largely  depends— have  not  received  the  same 
measure  of  recognition  which  the  State  awards  to  services 
rendered  by  its  own  officials,  by  politicians,  and  by  the  Army 
and  by  the  Navy,  whose  success  in  future  wars  will  largely 
•depend  on  the  effective  applications  of  science."  The 
,pity  of  it  1 


PHARMACEUTICAL    POLITICS  IN 
GERMANY. 

The  German  Apotheker-Verein  met  in  annual  congress  at 
Augsburg  in  Bavaria  from  August  19  to  21,  and  devoted 
■what  time  it  could  spare  from  picnics,  receptions,  and  other 
pleasant  frivolities  to  the  reading  of  papers  and  the  discus- 
sion of  the  position  and  prospects  of  the  pharmaceutical 
■craft  in  Germany.  The  congress  of  the  Apotheker-Verein  is 
•more  like  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
than  like  the  Conference  meeting,  inasmuch  as  the 
scientific  papers  read  at  it  are  usually  of  secondary  interest, 
■and  the  business  transacted  revolves  mostly  around  the  ever- 
green subject  of  the  consideration  of  the  apothekers'  status 
in  relation  to  the  State  and  the  public.  Various  views  are 
•enunciated,  and  many  speeches  made,  after  which  the  official 
party,  who  are  led  by  a  President,  Herr  Apotheker  Froch- 
lich,  every  bit  as  smart  and  as  autocratic  as  his  brother- 
President  of  Bloomsbury,  carry  a  number  of  cut-and- dried 
resolutions,  and  go  their  way  rejoicing  and  victorious.  The 
•meeting  of  the  Apotheker-Verein,  however,  is  held  in  a 
-different  city  each  year,  which  fact  seems  to  have  inspired 
Bloormbnry  peop!e  to  the  idea  of  provincial  gatherings. 


On  the  present  occasion  the  meeting  was  one  of  unusual 
animation  and  interest,  for  German  pharmacy  is  passing 
through  a  critical  phase  just  now.  The  system  of  State 
licences  which  places  the  apotheker  in  a  position  midway 
between  that  of  a  professional  man,  a  trader,  and  a  Govern- 
ment official,  has  a  great  many  enemies,  and  the  Government 
itself,  recognising  the  serious  evils  to  which  it  has  given 
rise,  and  of  which  the  chief  is  the  speculative  traffic  in 
businesses  and  licences,  has  lately  shown  a  serious  disposi- 
tion to  reform  the  existing  state  of  things,  a  prospect  which 
naturally  fills  with  dismay  the  men  in  business  who,  having 
been  so  fortunate  as  J  to  secure  licences,  have  sunk  much 
capital  in  a  shop  in  fancied  security  from  competition  within 
a  given  area.  At  last  year's  Congress  a  resolution  was 
carried  declaring  that  the  time  had  come  for  a  radical  reform 
of  the  pharmacy  laws,  and  indicating  increased  stringency  in 
the  examinations,  a  prolongation  of  the  time  of  study,  and 
the  conversion  of  pharmacies  into  a  species  of  national 
hygienic  institutions  as  the  direction  in  which  that  reform 
should  principally  take.  The  Prussian  Minister  who  looks 
after  pharmaceutical  matters  (for  in  Germany  the  regulation 
of  the  craft  is  not  an  Imperial  duty,  but  is  left  to  the 
several  States  composing  the  empire)  has  since  then  brought 
in  a  Bill  providing  for  the  general  application  of  the  system 
of  personal  concessions — ie.,a,  concession  under  which  the 
person  to  whom  the  right  of  establishing  a  pharmacy  in  a 
given  district  is  granted  must  carry  on  the  business  himself, 
instead  of,  as  is  now  only  too  often  the  case,  using  his  licence 
to  establish  a  shop,  and  then  as  soon  as  may  be  selling  the 
concern  at  a  heavy  profit  to  another  person,  the  notorious 
pharmacy- barter  against  which  the  socialist  prefs,  than 
which  German  pharmacy  has  no  bitterer  enemy,  is  never 
tired  of  inveighing.  The  Bill,  it  is  true,  has  not  passed,  but 
everyone  seems  to  feel  that  the  change  is  impending,  and  the 
pharmacists  as  a  body  naturally  try  to  make  the  best  terms 
they  can  for  their  vested  interest. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  the  presidential  party 
made  a  sudden  and  extraordinary  volte  face  from  their 
position  of  last  year,  for  they  proposed  and  carried  a  resolu- 
tion (apparently  straining  the  rules  to  their  utmost  in  doing 
so)  emphatically  declaring  that  the  apothek;r  should  be 
treated  above  everything  like  an  ordinary  trader,  and  that, 
rather  than  agree  to  the  system  of  " personal  concession" 
they  would  have  complete,  freedom  of  opening  shops  for  all 
qualified  pharmacists,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  specially 
enacted  that  none  but  qualified  apothekers  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  any  drugs  or  remedial  agents  whatsoever. 
A  motion  to  this  effect  was  adopted,  after  a  prolonged  and 
heated  debate,  by  sixty- eight  against  thirty  votes.  It 
declares  that  in  order  to  remove  the  admitted  evils  in  the 
present  Prussian  pharmacy-law  it  is  not  necessary  to 
revolutionise  the  basis  upon  which  the  existing  pharma- 
ceutical structure  has  been  reared,  but  that  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  enact  that  no  pharmacy  shall  be  sold  by  the 
concessionee  until  he  has  carried  it  on  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  or  at  his  death.  Further,  that  the  adoption  of  the 
system  of  personal  concessions  pure  and  simple  would 
aggravate  instead  of  mitigate  existing  evils,  and  that  in  case 
it  should  be  decided  to  alter  the  principle  of  the 
existing  law,  the  Vereih  declares  itself  in  favour  of  complete 
liberty  of  opening  pharmacies  by  qualified  men  and  com- 
pensation by  the  State  to  the  present  holders  of  concessions. 
This  resolution  has  naturally  caused  extreme  irritation 
among  the  pharmacists  outside  the  Association,  who  not 
unreasonably  shudder  at  the  prospect  of  an  unlimited 
increase  in  shops,  and  the  consequent  reduction  in  the 
profits  of  the  limited  number  of  establishments  now  existing. 
A  writer  in  the  PJiarmacetitiieftc  ZeUurtg  proposes,  as  a  way 
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out  of  the  difficulty,  that  fresh  concessions  should  be  issued 
in  sufficient  number  to  provide  for  one  pharmacy  to  every 
8,000  inhabitants  in  cities  or  9  000  inhabitants  in  rural  dis- 
tricts ;  that  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  concession 
one-fourth  of  the  profits  of  the  shop  should  go  in  equal 
shares  to  the  pension  fund  of  the  Apotheker-Verein  and  to 
local  benevolent  institutions ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  that 
term  the  concessionee  should  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  his 
concession  freely.  These  proposals  are  not  to  apply  to  the 
existing  pharmacies,  but  in  case  the  proprietors  of  such 
shops  should  wish  to  dispose  of  their  concessions  they  shall 
pay  8  per  cent,  of  the  sale  price  into  a  State  fund  for  pur- 
poses of  pharmaceutical  education. 


ANALYSM  :  HOT  AND  STRONG. 

Simultaneously  there  have  appeared  during  the  past  week 
two  portentous  volumes  regarding  adulteration  of  food  and 
drugs.  One  of  these  is  the  Blue-book  containing  the 
evidence  given  before  the  House  of  Commons  Select  Com- 
mittee regarding  food-products  adulteration,  and  which  the 
fate  of  the  last  Government  determined  to  incompletion. 
The  Committee  publish  the  evidence  and  recommend  that  a 
Committee  on  the  same  subject  should  be  appointed  by  the 
present  Parliament.  The  other  volume  is  on  "  The  Law  and 
Chemistry  of  Food  and  Drugs,"  and  is  written  by  Mr.  H. 
Mansfield  Rjbinson,  LL  D.  (Lond  ),  Solicitor  and  Clerk  to 
the  Shoreditch  Sanitary  Authority,  &c,  and  Mr.  Cecil  H. 
Cribb,  B.Sc.  (Lond  ),  F.I.C,  Public  Analyst  to  the  Strand 
District  Board  of  Works.  It  is  claimed  for  the  latter  book 
that  it  is  "  a  practical  manual  for  persons  administering  law 
of  food  atd  drugs  adulteration  (eg,,  medical  officers  oE 
health,  public  analysts,  sanitary  inspectors  and  inspectors  of 
nuisances,  constables,  members  of  municipal  corporations 
urban  and  rural  sanitary  authorities,  justices  of  the  peace, 
&c  ),  also  for  persons  trading  in  provisions  and  drugs,  and 
the  general  public."  We  call  attention  to  this  volume  in 
connection  with  the  Blue-book  because  Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Cribb's  one  pretends  to  be,  and  is  likely  to  be  taken  as, 
a  guide  for  those  who  are  directly  concerned  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law.  Books  of  that  character  ought  to 
be,  if  not  judicial,  at  least  accurate  and  as  free  from  bias  as 
possible,  and  that,  we  regret  to  say,  it  is  not.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  for  many  years  we  protested  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  Local  Government  Board  tabulated  the  I 
returns  of  public  analysts,  so  that  the  samples  adversely 
reported  upon  by  analysts  appeared  as  actual  convictions, 
while  the  amount  of  adulteration  found  in  the  samples  ex- 
amined was  taken  as  a  correct  re flection  of  the  adultera- 
tion actually  existing  in  trade.  We  need  not  again 
illustrate  b,  figures  how  fallacious  this  system  is,  for 
the  Board  have  practically  commenced  to  amend  their 
reports.  Nevertheless  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Cribb 
take  this  fallacious  basis  as  the  starting-point  of  their 
volume,  and  work  up  the  statistics  in  an  almost  hysterical 
manner.  For  example,  England  and  Wales  consume 
1,740,000,000  quarts  of  milk  a  year ;  cost,  29,000,000/. ;  the 
L.G.B.  Report  for  1892  shows  13  3  per  cent,  of  milk  samples 
adulterated  ;  our  authors  put  the  adulteration  at  12  per  cent, 
of  water,  therefore  "  the  inhabitants  of  England  and  Wales 
buy  annually  under  the  name  of  milk  20.880,000  quarts  of 
water,  for  which  they  p3y  358,000/."  "  Butter  presents  a 
worse  case  " — to  wit,  annual  consumption,  435,000,000  lbs. ; 
cost,  27,187,500/.;  adulteration,  15  3  per  cent ,  =  20,880,000 
lbs.  margarine,  or  "a  yearly  loss  of  at  least  609,000/."  So 
the  authors  go  on  until  they  declare  that  "  an  almost  fresh 
field  lies  open  to  investigation  in  the  chemicals  and  drugs 
used  for  medicinal  purposes.    In  1892-93  only  702  samples 


of  drugs  were  taken  under  the  Act  for  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  and  of  these  one-sixth  were  adversely 
reported  on.  Any  tampering  with  medicines  may  have  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  the  addition?  of  substances, 
in  themselves  perfectly  innocuous,  may  make  the  highest' 
medical  knowledge  of  no  avail,  and  do  as  much  barm  as  the 
wilful  addition  of  an  actual  poison."  Throughout  the  volume 
(the  actual  legal  interpretations  in  which,  let  us  say,  are 
generally  excellent)  there  is  the  same  tendency  shown  to- 
exaggerate  evils,  and  to  put  things  in  as  bad  a  light  as- 
possible,  so  that  the  reader  who  does  not  know  otherwise 
has  the  impression  that  10  to  20  per  cent,  of  traders,  in- 
cluding retail  druggists,  are  wilful  adulterators.  Let  us  turn, 
to  the  Blue-book  to  see  the  tale  that  is  told  there. 

The  evidence  given  before  the  Select  Committee  was  more 
voluminous  in  regard  to  dairy  produce — milk,  butter,  and' 
margarine — than  any  other  articles,  coffee  and  cocoa  coming 
next.  So  far  as  drugs  are  concerned  it  is  significant  that- 
little  was  said  except  what  is  entirely  to  the  credit  of  retaib 
pharmacists.  Thus,  Mr.  A.  Wynter  Blyth,  F.I.C,  stated, 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  oE  one  of  the  most  important- 
London  districts,  "  We  have  found  that  they  [medicines- 
purchased]  have  all  been  fairly  up  to  the  standard  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia."  Mr.  J.  C  Preston  spoke  a3  a  wholesale 
druggist  when  he  said  : — 

I  do  not  think  that,  as  a  rule,  there  is  any  material  syste- 
matic adulteration ;  but  I  do  think  that  very  often  there  are 
slight  impurities,  particularly  with  regard  .to  chemicals. 
Those  impurities,  in  most  instances,  are  of  such  a  small* 
nature  that  they  do  not  really  affect  the  consumer ;  he= 
practically  gets  what  he  wants.  I  consider  that  the  drug- 
trade  of  England,  as  a  whole,  is  in  a  very  fairly  satisfactory 
condition. 

This  statement  was  well  supported  by  the  Kensington 
Vestry  representative  (Mr.  R  A  Robinson),  who  submitted 
to  the  Committee  a  table  showing,  amongst  other  things., 
that  in  the  course  of  five  years  no  actual  adulteration  of 
drugs  had  occurred  in  that  district  (as  far  as  the  inspectors- 
could  find  out),  although  a  small  percentage  were  returned' 
as  inferior.     It  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed,  if  the  drug- 
trade  were  the   happy   hunting-ground    that  the  above- 
mentioned  authors  say  it  is,  witnesses  who  could  have 
spoken  on  the  opposite  side  to  Messrs.  Blyth,  Preston,  and? 
Robinson  would  not  have  been  forthcoming  ;  but  there  was- 
absolutely  no  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  to  con- 
trovert what  these  gentlemen  said.    Indeed,  we  may  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  the  "drugs  "  section  of  Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Cribb's  book  is  a  testimonial  to  the  comparative  absence- 
of  adulteration  in  the  retail  drug-trade.    We  have  it  from, 
the  Local  Government  Report  that  in  1893  751  samples  were- 
taken,  and  85  were  reported  adulterated.    These  consisted 
chiefly  of  simples,  many  of  them  sold  by  grocers,  and  if  the- 
records  of  the  past  two  months  can  be  taken  as  a  guide, 
chemists  are  in  the  minority  in  the  sale  of  adulterated  drugs. 
During  that  time  we  have  reported  eight  convictions  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  seven  offenders  being  grocers 
or  shop-dealers  not  chemists,  and  one  only  was  a  registered 
chemist.    Curiously,  in  the  same  pariod  two  public  analysts* 
have  admitted  errors  in  their  analyses  upon  which  summonses 
were  issued.    Were  we  to  extend  the  analysis  further,  it 
would  only  bring  out  the  fact  more  clearly  that  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  are  responsible  for  a  mere  fraction  of 
the  drug -adulteration  found  out  in  England  and  Wales,, 
which  fact  is  one  of  the  best  tributes  to  the  good  effects  of 
education  and  training.  It  is  further  evident  from  the  Select 
Committee's  evidence  that  those  epidemics  of  adulteration 
occasionally  discovered  are  in  articles  which  are  largely 
handled  by  non-pharmaceutical  dealers — for  example,  cara- 
way, cassia,  cinnamon,  ginger,  and  pepper.  More  than  three- 
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fourths  of  the  convictions  for  selling  spent  ginger  were  obtained 
against  grocers.  If  samples  were  drawn  from  the  drug-trade 
there  is  little  to  show  it  from  the  law  courts,  as  few  of  our 
calling  were  taken  there.  Yet  this  is  such  a  widespread  evil 
that  Mr.  John  J.  Rogers,  one  of  the  Select  Committee  wit- 
nesses, stated  that  the  real  ginger  trade  of  the  country  is 
being  ruined  by  it. 


MORE    ABOUT    SIAM  BENZOIN. 

In  our  issue  of  May  25  we  gave  a  detailed  description  of  the 
collection  of  benzoin  in  Siam.  That  description,  which  was 
supplied  by  Mr.  Beckett,  of  the  British  Consulate  at  Bang- 
kok, was  the  first  authentic  account  given  from  personal 
investigation  of  the  habitat  of  the  benzoin-tree  and  the 
•collection  of  the  gum-resin.  The  India  Office,  having  had 
its  attention  drawn  to  Mr.  Beckett's  valuable  report,  applied 
to  the  Siamese  Minister  of  the  Interior  at  Bangkok  for 
further  information,  a  request  which  has  produced  another 
valuable  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the  trade  in  this 
important  drug.  The  Siamese  account,  which  is  written  in 
quaint  and  somewhat  tautological  English,  and  has  been  left 
severely  unedited  by  the  India  Office  people,  is  entitled 
*«  Memorandum  Regarding  the  Tree  that  Produces  Resin,  and 
on  the  Gum  Benjamin  Industry  in  Siam,"  and  contains,  in 
substance,  the  following  new  information. 

Betzoin-trees  are  generally  found  on  elevated  ground,  and 
do  not  thrive  on  the  plains.  They  are  propagated  from  the 
fruit,  and  mostly  grow  in  clumps  of  fifty  or  sixty  in  the 
forest  region  of  Sena  Phan,  Tangslok,  and  the  borders  of 
JUiiang  Theng,  in  the  province  of  Luang  Prabang.  That 
territory,  as  we  pointed  out  in  our  last  article,  when  we 
printed  a  sketch-map  showing  the  Siamese  benzoin-distiicts 
.has  lately  been  annexed  by  France.  The  trees  are  usually 
tapped  between  July  and  August,  when  the  season  begins, 
and  September  to  November.  "  Then,"  says  the  report 
"the  season  ends,  and  henceforward  is  the  period  during) 
which  the  gum  benjamin  is  bought  and  sold."  It  appears 
.however,  that  the  only  reason  for  not  tapping  the  tree  at  other 

times  of  the  year  is  that  the  people  are  then  occupied  in 
their  rice-fields.  The  gum  is  obtained  by  the  usual  method 
of  "notching  a  girdle  round  the  stem,"  and  leaving  the 

benzoin  to  exude.  It  requires  three  months  before  the 
exuding  gum  has  hardened  sufficiently  to  be  collected.  The 
forests  are  open  to  all  who  care  to  gather  gum,  and  who  can 
command  the  necessary  plant — an  axe,  a  rice-basket,  and  an 

open  wcven  basket.    There  are  no  dues  or  taxes  of  any  kind 

The  gum  collected  is  sorted  into  three  classes,  viz. : — 
Best  grade,  or  "slua,"  in  large  lumps,  not  dirtied  by 

adhering  baik. 

Second  grade,  smaller  lumps,  slightly  mixed  with  bark, 
and  worth  in  the  market  about  half  the  price  of  the  first 
grade. 

3hird  grade,  or  "  mun,"  worth  half  the  price  of  the  second 
grade,  and  consisting  of  the  residual  small  pieces  of  gum 
mixed  with  bark  and  eaith. 

The  price  in  Bangkok,  according  to  the  report,  is  260  ticals 
per  Chinese  catty  of  66g  lbs.,  "  which  is  as  it  has  always 
been  " — an  observation  somewhat  difficult  to  understand  con- 
sidering the  great  variations  in  the  price  of  the  drug  on  the 
European  market.  The  Kew  Garden  authorities,  we  may 
add,  have  tried  in  vain  these  last  twenty-five  years  to  pro- 
cure seeds  or  plants  of  the  benzoin-tree.  They  lately  enter- 
tained hopes  of  obtaining  a  supply  through  Mr.  F.  H.  Smiles, 
of  the  Royal  Survey  Department  of  Siam,  who  was  travelling 
in  the  benzoin- districts  a  few  months  ago  on  a  botanical 
expedition,  but,  unfortunately,  that  gentleman  died  at  Korat 
in  May  last  before  he  had  accomplished  his  mission. 


HELIUM  IN  THE  AIR. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Gregory,  writing  in  the  Fortnightly  Review  last 
month,  said : — "  Helium  has  not  yet  been  found  in  the  air, 
nor  is  it  likely  to  be.  As  with  hydrogen,  its  atoms  are  so 
light  that  the  earth  is  unable  to  hold  them,  and  their  energy 
is  sufficient  to  carry  them  eventually  outside  the  sphere  of 
influence  of  our  globe."  Now  that  Bouchard  and  Troost's 
investigation  (C.  D.,  page  373)  has  shown  that  helium  is 
given  off  by  certain  mineral-water  springs,  we  may  feel 
sure  that  there  is  plenty  of  helium  in  the  air  if  we  could  but 
get  at  it,  for  there  must  have  been  tons  of  it  discharged  by 
these  springs  since  they  first  gurgled. 

THE  STATE  AND  SCIENCE. 

The  United  Kingdom  spends  a  fairly  round  sum  from  the 
national  exchequer  on  science  every  year.  During  the  recent 
sitting  of  Parliament  the  following  were  amongst  the  votes 
that  were  passed  for  the  year  1895-96,  apart  from  the  sum 
of  nine  millions  to  be  devoted  to  public  education  : — 

£ 

Scientific  services  in  the  Navy    ..       ..       ..       ..  4,0CO 

Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom  219,210 

Science  and  Art  Department,  United  Kingdom        . .  719,155 
Scientific  investigation,  &c,  United  Kingdom         ..  26,527 
Universities  and  colleges,  Great  Britain,  and  inter- 
mediate education,  Wales   98,339 

London  University   12 

Queen"s  Colleges,  Ireland   4,950 

A  FLUID-EXTRACTS  PRIZE. 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Medical,  Physical,  and  Natural 
Sciences  of  Havannah  is  offering,  amongst  other  prizes,  the 
Cailongo  Prize,  value  250  dollars  in  gold,  for  the  best  essay 
on  "  The  Pharmacological  Study  of  the  Fluid  Extracts." 
The  competition,  which  is  open  to  any  person,  will  be  closed 
on  March  19,  1896,  by  which  date  all  papers  must  be  sent  in, 
written  in  French  or  Spanish,  and  sealed,  with  a  motto  on  the 
internal  envelope,  and  in  another  envelope  bearing  the  same 
motto  the  author's  name  and  address.  Dr.  Vicente  de  la 
Guardia,  Havannah,  the  Secretary  of  the  Academy,  ia  the 
man  to  write  to  for  further  particulars. 

PUZZLE  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

The  New  York  World  got  the  following  presoription  from 
a  druggist,  who  confessed  that  he  could  not  decipher  it,  but 

c/^/zzz^  ///» 

the  World  found  several  druggists  who  conld  do  that  quite 
easily.  The  trouble  is  that  they  did  not  agree.  We  have 
another  beside  us  written  by  an  Aberdeen  doctor,  which  is 

perhaps  not  so  intricate,  but  affords,  nevertheless,  scope  for 
a  conference  such  as  a  correspondent  said  last  week  is 
necessary  for  the  solution  of  some  prescriptions  given  in  the 
Minor.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  postcard  renderings  of 
either  or  both  of  the  above. 
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NETLEY  t 

ON  the  east  of  Southampton  Water  is  situated  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  medical  icstitutions  in  the  world — 
Netley  Hospital,  the  headquarters  and  training-school  of  the 
medical  officers  of  the  British  and  Indian  armies.  Some  who 
attended  the  recent  Pharmaceutical  Conference  may  have 
seen  it  when  they  took  the  trip  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  the 
hospital  is  the  most  conspicuous  buildicg  on  the  left  going 
eastwards.  It  is  a  magnificent  structure  in  red  brick,  with 
•white-stone  facings.  Its  frontage  is  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  long,  and  as  the  corridors  extend  the  whole  lerjgth 
of  the  baildiDg,  they  are  reputed  to  be  the  longest  in  the 
world.  Lawns  lie  between  the  hospital  and  the  water,  and  the 
extensive  grounds,  with  their  charming  walks,  leave  plenty 
of  space  for  officers'  quarters,  and  a  score  of  other  buildings 
besides  the  hospital. 

Many  a  chemist  and  druggist  may  have  come  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  hospital  without  visiting  it,  and  for 
that  reason  we  wish  to  apprise  the  trade  that  a  welcome  is 
given  to  all  who  are  interested  in  medical  treatment  if  they 
call  any  day  between  10  acd  4.  There  is  a  pretty  little 
museum  of  natural- history  specimens  which  old  students  of 
the  hospital  have  brought  home  or  sent  home,  and  the 
corridors  and  wards  afford  food  enough  for  reflecting  upon 
the  moral  and  physical  stamina  of  Mr.  Thomas  Atkins. 
The  hospital  receives  all  soldiers  invalided  from  tropical 
climates,  who  come  to  the  hospital  immediately  on  their 
arrival  home.  There  is  accommodation  for  1,300  patients, 
but  1,500  could  be  taken  at  a  push,  and  duiing  the 
winter  there  is  seldom  fewer  than  1,250.  Then  is  the 
season  that  the  sick  men  are  sent  home  by  the  hundreds. 
All  the  medical  practitioners  who  succeed  in  passing  the 
Entrance  examination  for  the  Army  Medical  Staff  and  the 
Indian  Medical  Service  have  to  put  in  a  period  uf  instruction 
at  the  hotpital  and  the  medical  school  attached  to  it.  They 
thus  become  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  kinds  of  diseases 
which  are  met  with  in  the  army,  while  they  attend  lectures 
on  special  medical  subjects,  and  are  instructed  in  all  the 
duties  and  regulations  pertaining  to  them  as  officers  of  the 
army,  after  which  they  must  pass  the  outgoing  examination, 
which  gives  them  the  choice  of  vacant  appointments. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Brigade-Surgeon  Lieut. -Colonel 
Evatfc,  a  representative  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
was  recently  shown  over  the  hospital  and  school  by  an 
orderly  of  the  Medical  Staff  Corps ;  and  as  it  is  from 
members  of  that  corps  that  army  compounders  are  manu- 
factured, our  representative  walked  through  the  hospital 
with  an  eye  mainly  to  the  duties  of  these  men,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  service  for  chemists'  assistants.  In  spite  of 
an  open  mind  on  the  subject,  our  representative  had  come 
to  the  conclusion,  before  he  was  half  through  the  wards, 
that  chemists'  assistants  should  leave  the  Corps  severely 
alone.  Curiously,  that  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the 
•odeily,  a  smart  and  intelligent  young  fellow,  who  had 
served  a  five-years'  apprenticeship  to  the  drug  trade. 


This  is  exactly  what  our  representative  saw.  At  the 
Netley  railway-station  a  company  of  the  corps  was  waiting 
the  train  by  which  about  50  invalided  men  arrived.  The 
Corps  helped  them  with  their  luggage  and  took  charge  of 
them  until  they  reached  the  hospital.  There  more  of  the 
Corps  men  gave  out  the  hospital  uniforms  from  the  clothing 
department,  and  others  took  the  invalids  to  their  wards.  In 
these  wards  one  could  see  men  of  the  M.S.C.  engaged  in 
cleaning,  or  directing  the  sturdier  of  the  inmates  in  such 
operations.  There  is  a  small  staff  of  female  nurses, 
apparently  to  give  tone  to  the  place,  but  all  of  the  M  S  C. 
have  to  serve  a  period  at  nursing.  Now  the  large  majority 
of  the  cases  are  of  fever  and  venereal  complaints.  Several 
of  the  wards  for  the  latter  are  not  open  to  fpectators  nor  to 
female  nurses,  becau-e  the  cases  are  so  loathsome.  It  is  the 
M.S  C.  men  who  have  to  nurse  these  cases.  Details  would 
be  horrible ;  we  need  only  mention  that  it  sometimes  takes  a 
man  a  whole  day  to  clean  and  dress  the  sores  of  one 
syphilitic  patient.  After  this,  all  the  fetching  and  carrying 
which  has  to  be  done  becomes  easy  and  pleasant  work. 

There  is  very  little  pharmaceutical  work  to  be  done.  Three 
compounders  do  all  that  is  required  in  Netley,  and  as  far  as 
could  be  judged  during  the  visit  the  work  is  neither  onerous 
nor  high  class.  The  dicpensary  consists  of  two  rooms,  clean, 
orderly,  and  well-lighted,  but  not  particularly  well-appointed. 
It  compares  very  badly  with  corresponding  dispensaries  in 
the  United  States  Army  Medical  Service,  which  have  neat 
nests  of  drawers,  recess-labelled  bottles,  excellent  apparatus, 
balances,  &c,  and  a  set  plan  of  arrangement,  so  that  any 
compounder  in  the  service  may  begin  work  in  it  after  a  brief 
look  round.  The  Netley  dispensary  looks  as  if  it  had  seen 
much  service.  In  the  dispensary  proper  the  bottles  are  of 
all  sorts  and  sizes,  the  labels  what  the  ingenuity  of  the  com- 
pounders has  made  them,  but  little  attempt  at  uniformity. 
There  is  a  poisons  cupboard,  and,  as  we  have  said,  everything 
is  scrupulously  clean.  The  second  apartment  is  the  stock- 
room, containing  the  medicines  as  received  from  Woolwich, 
and  mostly  bearing  the  labels  of  wholesale  houses,  those 
noticed  being  the  Apothecaries'  Society  of  London,  Evans, 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Herrings  &  Co.,  Savory  &  Moore,  and 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney. 

Our  representative  had  spoken  to  Brigade-Surgeon  Evatt 
about  the  support  which  the  English  Local  Government 
Board  had  given  the  Corps  by  making  ex-compounders 
eligible  for  poor-law  dispenserships.  The  brigade  surgeon 
and  a  sergeant  in  his  office  thought  their  men  quite  fit  for 
the  appointments,  but  the  specimen  in  the  dispensary  was  a 
splendid  proof  to  the  contrary.  His  replies  to  some  ques- 
tions were  of  such  a  nature  that  it  required  the  orderly's 
assurance  that  the  man  bad  passed  as  a  compounder  to  con- 
vince our  representative  that  he  knew  anything  about  medi- 
cine. Our  man  remarked  that  the  dispensary  solution  of 
quinine  was  red,  and  the  compounder  explained  that  was 
because  quinine  is  red.     He  was  gently  told  that  it  is 
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•white.  "  Ob,  no  1 "  said  he,  "  it's  always  red.  I  never  saw 
white  quinine " ;  and  he  produced  his  bottle,  which,  true 
enough,  contained  pink  quinine,  the  label  stating  that  it  is 
coloured  "  to  prevent  peculation."  There  were  many  things 
in  the  poisons  cupboard  besides  poisons,  but  the  compounder 
did  not  know  that.  What  a  pertinent  comment  on  the 
L  G.B.'s  recent  action  !  Whether  this  man  is  a  fair  sample 
of  the  bulk  or  not  we  do  not  venture  to  say;  indeed,  the 
orderly  assured  us  that  the  chief-compounder  at  Netley  is  a 
reliable  dispenser,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  said  it  is  not 
for  that  work  that  any  young  druggist  should  join  the  Corps. 
As  a  pharmaceutical  calling  it  is,  to  put  it  very  mildly,  dis- 
appointing. Those  who  wish  to  join  it  must  enlist  for  the 
usual  twelve  years'  service  (part  of  which  is  with  the 
Keserve),  and  conform  to  all  the  regulations  bearing  upon 
the  private  soldier,  except  in  regard  to  much  of  the  drill. 
They  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  serving  under  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Army  Medical  Staff,  who,  unfortunately,  are  not 
all  as  nice  to  their  inferiors  as  Brigade-Surgeon  Evatt,  whom 
to  salute  must  be  a  pleasure  ;  and  they  will  have  to  do  many 
things  which  their  training  in  pharmacy  must  render 
tepellent.    The  worst  of  it  is  that  Netley  is  the  best  of  it. 


Cob-Iibcr-ml  Emulsions. 


PROFESSOR  GAY,  of  the  Montpellier  School  of  Pharmacy, 
has  been  making  a  study  of  the  literature  of  cod- liver- 
oil  emulsions,  and,  combining  therewith  practical  experience, 
he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  out  a  rather  interesting  article 
in  Repertoire  de  Pkarmacie.  He  divides  the  subject  into 
six  parts,  in  the  first  concluding  that  the  retail  pharmacist 
cannot  employ  mechanical  apparatus,  but  use  simply  the 
mortar  and  pestle.  Speaking,  in  the  second,  of  usual  emulsi- 
fying-agents,  he  mentions  the  suitable  bodies  which  have 
been  proposed ;  but  there  is  nothing  new  in  what  he  says 
about  them,  except  that  he  prefers  gums  to  all  other  emulsi- 
fjing-agents,  and  objects  to  alkaline  substances,  extract  of 
malt  and  condensed  milk,  and  saponin  or  quillaia.  As  to 
the  stability  of  the  emulsion,  he  thinks  that  separation  cannot 
be  entirely  avoided,  and  when  it  happens  the  emulsion  should 
be  a  perfect  mixture  after  a  slight  shake.  He  finds,  in  the 
fourth  place,  that  50  per  cent,  of  oil  is  the  general  strength 
adopted.  In  the  fifth  place  he  refers  to  correctives.  Sugar 
or  glycerine  may  be  advantageously  used.  M.  Stout  has 
recommended  glycyrrhizate  of  ammonia  in  the  proportion  of 
about  1  oz.  to  1  pint  of  oil,  and  saccharin  in  the  proportion 
of  about  |  gr.  to  1  oz.  is  excellent.  It  may  be  mixed  with  its 
own  weight  of  acetic  ether  before  being  added  to  the  oil. 
The  aromatic  correctives  are  dealt  with  also,  but  in  regard 
to  those  Professor  Gay  has  little  new  to  say,  except  that 
they  are  far  more  efficacious  for  their  purpose  when  mixed 
with  some  alcoholic  liquor,  such  as  brandy,  rum,  or  kirsch, 
or  even  chloroform  or  ether,  because  with  these  they  take 
more  kindly  to  the  stomach.  Finally,  the  author  deals  with 
the  preservation  of  the  emulsions  when  they  have  to  be 
kept  long,  and  he  gives  preference  to  alcohol  for  this  pur- 
pose. He  appends  two  formulae,  which  we  quote  as  repre- 
senting French  ideas  at  the  present  time.  Tbey  are  both 
for  creamy  emulsions  (emulsion  cremeuse),  which  he  con- 
siders preferable  to  liquid  emulsions,  as  the  latter  always 
separate  into  two  layers: — 

(1) 


Cod-liver  oil   3xvj. 

Icing-sugar    2vj. 

Powdered  gum  arabic    9iv. 

„       tragacanth   3iss. 

Cold-coffee  infusion   3vij. 

Bum    3iv. 


Mix  the  sugar  and  gums  in  a  mortar.  Shake  the  oil  and  coffee  in  a 
bottle,  and  add  as  much  of,  this  to  the  mortar  contents  as  will  make  the 
powder  into  a  plastic,  semi-liquid  paste  on  stirring  ;  then  put  in  some  of 
the  rum  and  of  the  oil  mixture,  secundem  artem,  until  the  emulsion  is 
complete. 

By  replacing  the  tragacanth  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
gum  arabic  a  liquid  emulsion  is  obtained.  Any  essential  oil 
can  be  used  instead  of  coffee,  putting  it  in  the  form  of  an 
aromatic  water  or  otherwise.  Ten  to  15  drops  of  essential 
oil  to  a  pint  of  emulsion  is  sufficient. 


(2) 

Cod-liver  oil     ..       ..       ..       ..  Jxvj. 

Oil  of  bitter  almonds  . .       . .       . .       . .  gtt.  xx. 

„   wintergreen     . .   gtt.  xx. 

Icing-sugar.     ..    |v; 

Powdered  gum  arabic  .       ..       ..       ..  9iv. 

„       tragacanth  . .       . .       . .       . .  Qiv. 

Distilled  water   Sviij. 

Hypophosphite  of  lime    jiiss. 

»  soda        . .       . .      . .  gr.  75 

Mix  the  oils,  and  proceed  as  in  the  foregoing  formula. 


IHew  335ook0, 


Beck,  0.  A  Manual  of  the  Modern  Theory  and  Technique  of  SmgicaT^ 
Asepsis.  With  65  illustrations  and  12  plates.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  303.  7s.  6<2. 
net  (Saunders'  New  Aid  Series).  (Kimpton.) 

Bouchut,  E.,  et  Despres,  A.  Dictionnaire  de  Midecine  el  de  Therapeutique 
Medicate  et  Chirurgicale.  6th  edit.  Over  1,000  illustrations.  (Felix  Alcan. 
Paris.) 

Butcher,  A.  H.  Materia  Medica :  Tables  designed  for  the  Use  of  Students. 
Cr.  8vo.  (Edinburgh,  LivingstoDe).   Sewed,  Is.  6d.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

Christie,  D.,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  Ed.  Ten  Years  in  Manchuria  :  a  Story  of 
Medical  Mission  work  in  Moukden,  1833-1893.  Post  8vo.  pp.  100,  with  5- 
illustrations.  Cloth  cover,  Is.  (Houlston  &  Sons,  London,  and  J.  &  R_ 
Parlane,  Paisley.) 

Clerke,  Agnes  M.  The  Herschels  and  Modern  Astronomy.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp- 
224.   3s.  6d.  (Century  Science  Series).  (Cassell.) 

Clowes,  P.,  and  Coleman,  J.  B.  Quantitative  Chemical  Analysis,  adapted 
for  Use  in  the  Laboratories  of  Colleges  and  Schools.,  Third  edition.  Post. 
8vo.   Pp.  24  and  533.    Illustrated,  9s.   (J.  &  A.  Churchill.) 

Cohn,  Lassar-.  A  Laboratory  Manual  of  Organic  Chemistry  :  a  Com- 
pendium of  Laboratory  Methods  for  the  use  of  Chemists,  Physicians,  and' 
Pharmacists.  Translated,  with  the  author"s  sanction,  from  the  2nd  German- 
edition  by  Alexander  Smith.   Cr.  8vo.  pp.  424,  8s.  6^.  (Maemillan.) 

Dutton,  S.  Sea-sickness  (Cause,  Treatment,  and  Prevention),  Voyaging  for 
Health,  Health  Resorts:  a  Concise  Practical  Treatise.  4th  edit.  or.  8vo.  pp. 
141.   Sewed,  Is.  (Hirsehfeld.) 

Erskine,  Jas.  The  Causes  of  the  Neglect  of  Suppurative  Ear-disease.  Post 
8vo.  Pp.  18.  Reprinted  from  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  (Alex.. 
Macdougall,  Glasgow.) 

Felkin,  R.  W.,  M.D.  On  the  Geographical  Distribution  of  Tropicat 
Diseases  in  Africa.   (W.  F.  Clay,  Edinburgh.) 

Guide  to  the  Veterinary  Profession  1895-1893:  Containing  all  the  Informa- 
tion Required  for  obtaining  theDiplomas  of  Membership  and  Fellowship  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons.  Also  the  Professional  Examina- 
tion Questions  set  by  the  R.C.V.S.from  the  Commencement.  Post  8vo.  pp.  32. 
Paper  covers,  Is.    (Jas.  Thin,  Edinburgh.) 

Hibberd,  S.  Field  Flowers:  a  Handy  Rook  for  the  Rambling  Botanist^ 
suggesting  what  to  look  for  and  where  to  go  in  the  Outdoor  Study  of  British' 
Plants.  New  edit.  80  coloured  plates  and  engravings.  Cr.  8vo.  pp.  156, 
3s.  6d.  (Collingridge.) 

Mills,  F.  W.,  and  Ponton,  A.  C.  Stenopaic  or  Pin-hole  Photography.  8vo-. 
Pp.  28.   Sewed,  Is.  net.    (Dawbarn  &  Ward.) 

Mills,  F.  W.  The  Photographer's  Exposure  Book.  Obi.  32mo.  Pp.  43. 
Is.  net.   (Dawbarn  &  Ward.) 

Robinson,  H.  M.,  and  Cribb,  C.  H.  The  Law  and  Chemistry  of  Food  anoJ 
Drugs.  Crown  8vo.  Cloth  cover.  Pp.  xx  and  519.  8s.  (Rebman 
Publishing  Company,  limited.) 

Shenstone,  W.  A.  Justus  von  Liebig :  His  Life  and  Work  (1803-1873)- 
Post  8vo.  Pp.  vi.  and  220.  Cloth  cover,  with  portrait.  3s.  6d.  (Century 
Science  Series).   (Cassell  &  Co.) 

Smith,  Wm.  Johnson,  F.R.C.S.  A  Medical  and  Surgical  Help  for  Ship- 
masters and  Officers  in  the  Merchant  Navy.   (Griffin  &  Co.) 

Stanley,  Wm.  Ford.  Notes  on  the  Nebular  Theory  in  Relation  to  Stellar* 
Solar,  Planetary,  Cometary,  and  Geological  Phenomena.  Royal  8vo.  Ppv 
xvi  and  259.   With  illustrations.   (Triibner  &  Co.,  Limited.) 


British  Enterprise  in  Koumania. — An  English  factory 
for  the  production  of  linseed  and  cotton- seed  oil,  which  was 
started  at  Galatz  (Roumania)  in  1894,  has  been  makings 
satisfactory  headway,  and  will  probably  be  a  success  so  long: 
as  the  high  Roumanian  tariffs  on  imported  oils  are  kept  up. 
For  the  oil  there  is  a  good  local  demand  at  remunerative 
prices,  but  owing  to  the  extreme  cheapness  of  forage  in. 
Roumania  there  is  no  demand  for  the  seed  cake  for  fattening 
cattle,  &c,  and  this  has  to  be  exported  to  England.  Two  or 
three  other  oil- mills  have  been  set  up  in  other  parts  of 
Roumania. 
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flew  (Tompaniea  anfc>  Company 
flews. 

Martin  &  Noble  (Limited). — Capital  5.000Z.,  in  11. 
3hares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
making  and  dealing  in  confectionery,  jams,  marmalades, 
syrups,  jellies,  invalids'  and  other  specialities,  cordials, 
aerated  waters,  &c  ,  carried  on  by  Wm.  J.  S.  Blake  and  Thos. 
Hillier  as  "Martin  &  Noble"  at  Roman  Road,  Old  Ford, 
Bow,  London,  E.C.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Mineral-water  Fountain  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  15,000i.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Robert  A.  Panchaud,  and  to  acquire,  develop, 
turn  to  account,  and  work  certain  patented  inventions,  which 
are  not  described.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  two  nor  more  than  five)  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
subscribers.  Remuneration,  150Z.  per  annum,  and  a  share  in 
the  profits,  divisible.  Registered  office,  155  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 

Clarke's  "  Optimus  "  Coffee  Extract  (Limited).— 
Capital  10,0002.,  in  12.  shares  (2,000  52  -per-cent.  cumulative 
preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business 
of  coffee-extract  and  chicory-extract  manufacturers,  coffee 
Toasters,  dealers,  and  blenders  carried  on  as  "  E.  Clarke  & 
Co.,"  at  Optimus  Works,  Queen's  Road,  South  Lambeth,  by 
Thomas  Welham  and  Edward  G.  Whitehead,  and  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendors.  Registered  without 
articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  474  Queen's  Road, 
South  Lambeth,  S.W. 

George  Sowerby  (Limited).— Capital  7,0002.,  in  102. 
shares  (500  62.  per  cent.  Preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire, 
take  over  as  a  going  concern,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
glass  manufacturer,  carried  on  by  George  Sowerby,  as 
"  Sowerby  &  Co.,"  at  the  Lemington  Glass-works,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  vendor 
for  the  purpose.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  f e  wer  than 
three  nor  more  than  five)  are  :— George  Sowerby  (managing 
■director),  Michael  Dodd,  and  James  T.  Mogridge.  Qualifica- 
tion, 502.  Remuneration,  22.  2s.  each  per  board  meeting 
attended.  Registered  office,  Lemington  Glassworks,  New- 
•castle-on-Tyne. 

Price  &  Burnett  (Limited)  —Capital  2,0002..  in 
1,900  52  -per-cent.  preference  and  100  founders'  shares  of  12. 
■each._  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  businesses  of 
chemists  and  druggists  (1)  carried  on  by  the  representatives 
of  Wm.  Price,  deceased,  at  11  Witham,  Hull,  and  (2)  by 
Wm.  Burnett  at  285  Hedon  Road,  Hull.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  one  share)  are  :— G.  A.  Wray,  merchant,  and  Mrs. 
¥.  A.  Wray,  5  May  Street,  Hull ;  T.  E.  Linton,  gentleman, 
and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Linton,  11  Witham,  Hull;  W.  Burnett, 
chemist,  and  Mrs.  W.  Burnett,  285  Hedon  Road,  Hull;  H. 
Burnett,  Withernsea,  gentleman.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than  three)  are  Tom  E. 
Linton  and  Wm.  Burnett,  who  are  managing  directors.  Quali- 
fication, 502. ;  remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide. 
Registered  office,  11  Witham,  Hull. 


Last  week  Messrs.  H.  E.  Foster  fcCranfield  sold  by  auction 
in  London  amongst  other  shares,  &c,  five  52.  A  shares  (42. 10s. 
paid)  Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited),  at  18s.  per  share, 
and  five  52.  shares  (32.  paid)  Henry  Lamplough  (Limited),  at 
22.  10s.  per  share. 

Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay,  held  their  tenth 
annual  general  meeting  on  June  29.  The  balance  at  credit 
of  profit-and-lo?s  account  amounted  to  58,777 r.  8a.  8p, 
out  of  which  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  7^  per  cent,  was  paid, 
and  10,000r.  carried  to  the  reserve  fund.  5,234r.  was 
written  off  for  bad  debts  and  depreciation  of  plant.  Alto- 
gether the  year  has  been  a  most  satisfactory  one,  and  had  it 
■not  been  for  the  very  adverse  state  of  exchanges  a  very 
much  larger  profit  would  have  been  shown,  as  the  amsunt  of 
business  done  was  far  in  excess  of  previous  years. 

The  thirteenth  annual  report  of  the  directors  of  Kemp  & 
Co.  (Limited),  of  Bombay,  just  issued,  shows  a  balance  to  ih  ! 
credit  of  prorii-and-loss  account  of  69,742r ,  out  of  which  i  ; 


is  proposed  to  pay  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent  (or  21r.  per 
share)  on  the  paid-up  capital.  This  disposed  of  42,000r. 
The  rest  of  the  balance  is  to  be  distributed  as  follows : — 
13,918r.  to  reserve  fund  ;  4,000r.  as  bonus  to  the  staff ;  4,713r. 
towards  bad  debts  ;  3.352r.  towards  deterioration  of  plant  and 
furniture ;  and  l,758r.  towards  deterioration  of  building.  The 
reserve  fund,  with  the  addition  now  proposed,  will  amount  to 
192,788r. 


practical  IRotes  ant)  ^formula?. 


Saline  Liquor  Ergots. 

Bernegau  and  Burkhardt  suggest  the  addition  of 
common  salt  to  liquor  ergotas,  whereby  a  preparation  less 
alcoholic  than  usual  may  be  obtained.  Five  per  cent,  of 
common  salt  is  added  to  the  powdered  ergot,  and  the 
menstruum  is  a  mixture  of  1  pait  of  S.V.R.  and  4  parts  of 
water — the  liquor  to  ba  made  by  the  usual  percolation 
process. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Cajuput. 

This  is  an  eclectic  remedy  for  cholera  morbus,  summer 
diarrhcea,  cramps,  &c,  especially  when  there  is  little  fever  or 
inflammation  and  much  depression  :— 


Oil  of  cajuput   3j. 

„     anise  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  ..?]'. 

„     peppermint  3j. 

„    cloves        ..  ..      ■•  sj. 

S.V.R  f  iv. 

Mis. 


Dose  :  A  teaspoonful  every  teu  to  thirty  minutes  until  relief  is  obtained. 

Glove  cleaners. 
(1) 

Take  fine  curd  soap,  1  lb.,  scrape  it  into  a  fine  powder, 
put  into  a  jar,  and  pour  upon  it  from  time  to  time  sufficient 
strong  alcohol  to  make  it  into  a  thick  jelly  ;  add  1  tea- 
spoonful  of  ether  or  ~  teaspoonful  liquor  potassa  ;  mix,  and 
put  into  bottles  well  corked.  To  use,  put  the  glove  on  the 
hand,  and  rub  on  the  preparation  with  a  piece  of  flannel,  when 
the  dirt  will  disappear. 

(2) 

Oz. 

Strong  solution  of  ammonia   ..       .,       ..  A 

Solution  of  chlorinated  soda  8 

Distilled  water  9 

Yellow  soap  in  fine  shreds       . .       . .       . .  12 

Make  into  a  paste,  and  apply  with  a  clein  piece  of  flannel. 

— Phar.  Era. 

Extrait  de  Caprice  de  Valerie. 
The  Drogisten  Zcitunj  gives  the  following  formula  for 


this  new  perfume : — 

Italian  verbena  oil  ..  ..  ..  ..  Illx. 

Oil  of  rose-geranium  ..  ..  ..  ..  v\x. 

Oil  of  bergamot  ..  ..  ..  3SS- 

Essence  of  musk  ..  .,  ..  ..  5SS- 

Tincture  of  civet  ..  ..  ..  ..  3SS- 

Tincture  of  storax  ..  ..  ..  ..  3ss. 

Essence  of  vanilla  ..  ..  ..  ..  Jss. 

Extrait  jasmine  ..  ..  ..  Jx. 

Extrait  tuberose    3  viiss. 

Extrait  rose      ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Jiiss. 

Tincture  of  orris-root  . ,  ..  ..  ..  Jiiss. 

Rectified  spirit  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  !uj. 

Rose-water    3j. 

Mix. 


Fires  in  U.S.  Pharmacies. — The  40  000  retail  drug- 
gists of  the  United  States  have  their  premises  insured 
for  #80,000,000  for  which  they  pay  premiums  of  #1,500,000, 
although  the  losses  are  but  #150,000  a  year. 

B.Sc.  in  Pharmacy. — The  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  has  established  a  four  years'  course 
of  study  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Pharmacy. 
Two  years  of  the  course  are  n  the  usual  science  subjects 
and  the  remainder  in  pharmaceutical  subjects. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
fumtities  in  bulk.  In  many  casei  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
iht  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 
It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
wry  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.  C,  September  12  . 

SPHERE  has  been  no  important  change  in  the  general 
-*-  position  of  the  markets  since  our  last  report.  Business 
continues  fairly  satisfactory,  with  a  steady  undertone  in 
many  articles.  In  fine  chemicals  the  principal  feature  has 
been  the  great  advance  in  the  price  of  English  refined 
Camphor,  and  a  further  increase  is  considered  probable. 
Tartaric  acid  is  also  again  dearer,  and  Cream  of  tartar 
has  advanced  several  shillings.  Citric  acid  remains  very 
firm,  and  Caffeine  shows  a  tendency  towards  higher  rates. 
Morphia  and  Pilocarpine  are  also  very  firm.  In  heavy 
chemicals  the  recent  improvement  is  well  maintained. 
Caustic  soda,  Soda,  ash,  Bleaching-poivder,  Sulphate  of  copper, 
and  Arsenic  are  all  firmly  held,  but  Sulphate  of  ammonia, 
has  sold  at  almost  the  lowest  price  on  recoid.  Sugar  of  milk 
remains  very  firm.  The  working  arrangemsnt  recently 
made  between  the  United  Alkali  Company,  oa  the 
one  part,  and  a  private  firm  of  alkali-manufacturers 
on  the  other,  has  considerably  strengthened  the 
market.  The  last-named  concern  are  large  manufac- 
turers of  bleaching-powder,  and  late'y  have  been  the  only 
competitors  of  the  U.  A.  Co.  in  this  article.  Nut  only 
bleaching-powder,  but  all  other  products  of  the  firm  re- 
ferred to  will  in  future  b3  fold  through  the  medium  of  the 
U.  A.  Co.  In  the  drug  market  there  are  few  changes 
of  importance.  Orris-root  has  been  sellitig  very  briskly, 
and  the  price  is  advancing.  On  the  other  hand, 
new  Ergot  of  rye  is  much  cheaper,  and  new  Cantharides 
are  also  tending  lower.  In  Acioia  gum,  Aden  and  Ghatti 
have  realised  better  price?.  Oil  of  cassia,  is  again  somewhat 
firmer,  while  Star  anise  remains  unchanged  ;  the  Italian  oils 
have  an  advancing  tendency,  but  no  prices  are  yet  given  for 
the  new  Oil  of  lemon,  the  manufacture  of  which  will  begin  in 
October  or  November.  Chamomiles  are  very  firm.  Gum 
kino  is  almost  unobtainable.  Cumin-seed,  Ipecaccuanhz,  and 
Tola,  maintain  their  positions.  Menthol  is  slightly  higher. 
Camphor  shows  a  fresh  advance.  Cubebs  and  Cascara. 
sagrada,  on  the  other  hand,  are  tending  lower.  For 
Lime-juice  easier  prices  have  been  accepted  lately.  In 
the  spice-market  there  have  been  few  changes,  the  prin- 
cipal matter  of  interest  in  this  department  beirg  the  further 
decliue  in  Zanzibar  cloves,  which  have  now  almost  touched 
the  lowest  point  on  record.  Cochin,  ginger  is  firm,  and  good 
Jamaica,  very  scarce  and  dear.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  keep  quiet. 
There  is  rather  more  demand  for  black  and  white  Pepper, 
but  Pimento  is  dull  of  sale.  The  Cinnannn  market  has 
quieted  down  considerably  after  the  recent  excitement.  In 
Drysalteries,  oils,  Sfc.,  the  principal  feature  of  interest  is  the 
continued  advance  in  Shellac.    Chinese  galls  are  also  rather 


firmer,  but  although  privately  fair  prices  have  been  paic? 
for  Turmeric,  the  Chinese  variety  of  that  article  was  lower  at 
auction.  Gum  olibanum  is  very  flat.  Indiarubbcr  firm  at 
3s.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  fine  Para.  The  Quicksilver  market  keeps 
quiet  Tea  has  been  selling  at  somewhat  better  prices.  In 
oil?.  Linseed  closes  firmer  at  20s.  6d.,  Pipe  oil  steady  at 
2Qs  6d.  to  20s  9d.,  and  Cottonseed  oil  has  advanced  to  15s, 
for  crude,  and  17s.  3  c?.  to  18s.  for  refined.  Cocoa  nut,  palm, 
and  olive  oils  show  no  change.  Turpentine  is  steady  and 
Petroleum,  very  quiet.  The  Bank-rate  is  still  2  per  cent, 
and  Bar  silver  remains  unchanged  at  30^^.  per  oz. 


We  recently  noticed  on  the  show-table  of  a  firm  of 
Mincing  Lane  drug- brokers  specimens  of  two  kinds  of  bark 
imported  via  New  York,  but  supposed  to  have  been  collected 
on  one  of  the  West  India  islands,  probably  Jamaica,  and 
shipped  to  London  for  sale  on  account  of  their  supposed 
medicinal  value.  The  lots  have  not  been  offered  at  auction 
nor  are  they  likely  to  be  shown  there.  The  absence  of  leaves 
flowers,  or  other  parts  of  the  plant  except  bark  in  the  speci- 
mens renders  it  impossible  to  identify  them  closely.  One  of 
two,  a  coarse,  thick,  red  bark,  has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
young  condition  of  mangrove- bark  ;  it  is  not  so  thick  nor 
yet  so  solid  as  the  mangrove-bark  of  commerce,  the  individual 
fibres  are  not  quite  so  rigid,  but  they  are  more  numerous.  The- 
absence  of  any  astringency,  however,  excludes  it  from  being 
mangrove,  but  it  may  be  that  of  some  allied  tree.  The 
second  specimen,  a  light-coloured  bark,  is  apparently  that  of 
a  species  of  Croton,  very  near  copalchi  bark  (Croton  niveus, 
Jacq).  It  has  a  greyish  suberous  outside  layer,  but  when  this- 
is  removed  it  does  not  exhibit  the  minute  ribs  or  grooves 
which  appear  in  true  copalchi  bark.  It  very  much  resembles 
the  bark  of  Croton  cascarilla,  Benn. 


Exporters  of  drugs  to  Japan  are  in  the  habit  of  com- 
plaining that  the  authorities  in  that  country  often  arbitrarily 
analyse  imported  chemicals,  and,  if  found  below  the  exceed- 
ingly stringent  requirements  of  the  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia, 
refuse  their  admission  into  the  country.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  law  of  Japan  does  not  provide  for  the  com- 
pulsory analysis  of  drugs,  but  that  the  wholesale  druggists 
usually  obtain  the  guarantee  of  the  Hygienic  Laboratories 
established  by  Government,  or  of  those  started  by  private 
enterprise,  such  as  the  Osaka  Drug  Examination  Company 
(known  in  Japanese  as  the  Yakuhin-shiken-kaisha),  for. 
their  chemicals  and  drugs,  simply  as  a  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves and  a  means  of  securing  the  confidence  of  buyers. 
As  regards  the  report  that  certain  proprietary  medicines- 
have  been  submitted  to  analysis  and  rejected,  it  is  said  that 
the  regulations  regarding  proprietary  medicines  simply 
require  that  no  poison  shall  be  contained  in  them.  Even 
very  small  quantities  of  dangerous  medicines  and  drugs  are 
prohibited  if  the  authorities  think  that  such  quantities  may 
be  the  source  of  danger  if  taken  imprudently.  Such  medi- 
cines as  Scott's  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil  with  hypo- 
phosphites,  Ayer's  hair-restorer,  or  Braodreth's  plasters  are 
sold  with  Government  stamps  upon  them.  The  stamp-duty 
of  such  medicines  is  now  i  rin,  or  the  one-thousandth  part 
of  a  silver  dollar,  for  those  costing  2  sen  (1  sen  being  the 
one-hundredth  part  of  a  dollar)  per  package  ;  3  rin  for  those 
under  3  sen  ;  5  rin  for  those  under  5  sen  ;  1  sen  for  those 
under  10  sen ;  and  5  rin  for  every  5  sen  above  10  sen. 


It  is  well  known  that  the  objectionable  odour  of  iodoform 
arises  from  impurities  generated  in  the  process  of  manu- 
facture, and  eliminable  only  by  a  very  expensive  treatment, 
which,  while  producing  a  pure  article,  would  make  it  too 
costly  for  commercial  use.  Such  absolutely  pure  odourless 
iodoform  has  hitherto  only  been  made  in  small  quantities, 
never  on  a  wholesale  scale.  Attempts  to  cover  the  odoar  of 
commercial  iodoform  by  means  of  cumarin,  otto  of  rose,  or 
mixing  with  bituminous  substances  have  also  proved  inef- 
fectual. Now,  however,  a  German  firm  announces  the  dis- 
covery of  a  process  by  Dr.  A.  Eichengriin,  whereby  an 
absolutely  odourless  product,  containing  75  per  cent,  of 
iodoform,  is  obtained.  It  occurs  as  a  white  powder,  turning 
yellow  by  exposure  to  light,  and  is  easily  decomposed  by 
alkalies,  &c — in  fact,  contact  with  the  tissues  ensures  the- 
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breaking-up  of  the  product,  and  thereby  the  absorptive  influ- 
ence of  iodoform  is  exhibited.  It  is  to  be  called  iodoformin.  It 
is  claimed  for  iodoformin  that  it  causes  no  irritation  what- 
ever, and  acts  as  a  powerful  exsiccant,  in  the  same  way 
as  dermatol,  probably  on  account  of  its  exceedingly  fine 
powder-form. 


An  American  contemporary  has  been  inquiring  into  the 
position  of  the  market  in  cuttle  bone,  an  article  which  is 
generally  considered  as  a  drug,  although  the  creatures  most 
addicted  to  its  use  are  jewellers  and  canary-birds,  druggists 
employing  it  only  in  the  preparation  of  tooth-powder.  Our 
contemporary  finds  that  the  average  annual  quantity  im- 
ported into  the  States  duiiog  the  last  six  years  was  about 
160,000  lbs.,  and  that  the  value  has  come  down  from  an 
average  of  128c.  per  lb.  in  1890-91  to  5  7c.  (the  lowest  on 
irecord)  last  year. 


A  Dutch  Indian  newspaper  is  responsible  for  the  state- 
ment that  a  parcel  of  quiDine  manufactured  in  Java  by  a 
Dutch  planter  has  been  sold  on  the  Batavia  market.  It  is 
said  to  have  realised  30  florins  per  kilo,  and  the  quality  is 
reported  to  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  the  manufacturer 
has  received  several  more  orders.  On  the  other  hand  a  large 
firm  in  the  island  who  have  been  trying  to  get  up  a  company 
for  the  starting  of  the  quinine- factory  have  relinquished  their 
efforts,  the  response  to  their  appeal  having  "fallen  far  short 
of  expectation  "  while  Government  declined  to  assist.  This, 
by  the  way,  is  not  the  original  firm  for  the  promotion  of  a 
Java  quinine-factory.  The  idea  has  evidently  caught  on  in 
the  Dutch  Indies,  and  several  people  are  still  trying  to 
realise  it.  Meanwhile,  complaint  is  made  that  much 
adulterated  quinine  is  imported  into  Java  by  Chinese  traders 
in  Singapore.  The  nature  of  the  adulterant  is  not  stated, 
but  the  drug  is  said  to  be  "  without  the  flocculent  crystal- 
form  "  and  can  be  rubbed  into  pellets  between  thumb  and 
forefinger. 


Acacia. — At  the  monthly  auction  sales  to-day  a  moderate 
quantity  was  offered,  and  with  the  exception  of  Aden, 
and  Kuraclice-  Amor  ad .  for  which  there  was  strong  competi- 
tion and  which  realised  high  prices,  all  kinds  were  very  dull  of 
sale.  The  fact  is,  that  most  of  the  business  in  this  article  is 
now  done  by  private  treaty,  and  that  the  auctions  are  no 
longer  a  criterion  to  the  position  of  the  market. 
The  following  prices  were  paid: — Aden:  Fair  to 
rather  dusty  to  fine,  from  40s.  to  45s.  Qd. ;  sitt- 
ings, 22s.  to  24s.  6d.  •  pickings,  19s.  Soudan  sorts 
(of  which  28  bags  were  sold)  :  fair,  partly  hard  to  pale,  53s  ; 
veryjjdu-ty  amber  Egyptian,  42s.  6d.  to  43s.;  Australian, 
fair  reddish  glassy,  25s.  Qd. ;  ordinary  dark  to  red,  20s.  to 
2?s. ;  fine  brown  Mogadore,  44s. ;  good  Madras,  32s  ;  good  to 
fine  6 liaMi,  36s.  Qd  to  40s.  ;  fair  Carcnpore,  28s. ;  fair  to  good 
bright  Kurachee-Amrad,  29s  to  39s.  Qd. ;  pickings,  25s.  6a!.  to 
27s.  per  cwt.  Privately,  Turkish  sorts  are  quoted  at  from 
42s.  Qd.  up  to  6Cs  per  cwt..  according  to  quality,  bat  no 
business  of  any  importance  has  been  done.  For  Gehzira 
gum,  of  which  a  small  parcel  is  offering  :  27s.  Qd.  to  30s  is 
asked,  wi_ich  is  above  the  present  market  value.  The  stock 
of  so-called  insoluble  Persian  gum  is  very  heavy,  and 
owners  are  anxious  to  effect  sales,  but  there  is  little  demand. 
Picked  gum  is  held  for  from  15s.  to  20s  ;  sorts,  lis.  to  13s. 
per  cwt.  The  exports  of  acacia  gum  from  Jeddah  in  1894 
amounted  to  3,200  cwt.  The  whole  of  this  appears  to  have 
been  shipped  to  England. 

Acid  (Citric) — Keep3  steady  at  from  Is.  \\d.  to  Is  \\d. 
per  lb.    Concentrated  lemon-juice,  W.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Oxalic). — Firm,  at  the  unchanged  price  of  3+d. 
per  lb. 

Acid  (Tartaric).— The  EDglish  manufacturers  have  again 
raised  their  prices.  Lames'  make  has  sold  at  \2\d  ,  Kemhall's, 
it  is  said,  at  12§tf.  per  lb.    Foreign  is  quoted  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Some  parcels  of  Curacao  aloes,  which  arrived  in 
the  States  recently  and  were  sold,  have  been  rejected  by  the 
buyers  on  account  of  inferior  quality  and  bad  condition  of 
packages.  After  the  goods  were  unloaded  and  placed  on 
the  dock  it  was  said  to  be  almost  impossible  to  handle  them, 
•several  parcels  havirg  melted  and  run  together  in  such  a 


manner  that  the  different  lots  could  not  be  properly 
separated. 

Ammonia  Salts.—  Sal  ammoniac  unaltered  at  39s.  for 
best,  and  37s.  for  second  quality  crystals.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  is  again  lower,  Bechton,  brand  being  offered  at 
91.  Is.  3d,  London  makes  91.  2s  6d.  Leith  sold  to-day 
at  the  extremely  low  price  of  91.  Carbonate  unchanged 
at  3\d.  per  lb.,  usual  terms. 

Arsenic— Steady,  at  \bl.  5s.  per  ton  for  best  white  powder, 
landed  terms. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — A  quiet  market.  Good  Maranham, 
balsam  is  held  for  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  sales  have  lately  been, 
made  at  that  figure.  The  quotation  for  Para,  is  from  Is.  5d. 
to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  ;  for  Bahia,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  <kd.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — Still  rather  firmly  held  ;  8s.  9d.  par  lb  is 
nominally  asked,  but  probably  8s.  Qd.  would  buy  good  quality 
of  direct  import. 

Balsam  Tolu  remains  scarce,  and  importers  are  quoting 
Is.  8^  per  lb.,  ci.f.  term?,  for  fine  quality.  Fair  quality 
(bought  in  at  the  last  drag-sales)  has  realised  Is.  6^.  per  lb. 

Bleaching- powder. — Firm,  at  11  15s  per  ton  on  the  spot 
in  London,  and  at  71.,  f  o  b.,  Liverpool  or  Tyne. 

Borax  remains  fairly  steady  at  19s.  Qd.  for  crystals  and 
20s.  Qd.  for  powder  from  outside  manufacturers. 

Caffeine  — The  manufacturers  are  very  busy  executing 
orders,  and  for  September  delivery  22s.  per  lb.  is  the  quota- 
tion, although  it  might  perhaps  be  possible  to  buy  a  fraction 
below  that  price.  For  October- November  delivery  the 
makers  would  accept  20s ,  and  the  price  for  December 
delivery  has  recently  been  reduced  to  18  s.  per  lb.  Most 
people  interested  in  the  article  seem  inclined  to  think  that 
it  will  not  fall  below  that  figure. 

Camphor  (Crude)  — A  few  days  ago  a  small  sale  of  100 
piculs  Formosa  and  100  piculs  Japan  camphor  in  second 
hand  for  June-August  shipment  was  reported  at  195s.,  c  i.f, 
terms,  which  shows  a  fresh  advance  from  last  week.  The 
syndicate-holders,  however,  have  refused  207s.  Qd ,  c  i.f. 
for  Japan  camphor,  and  it  is  said  that  there  are  no 
sellers  now  below  210s  ,  c.i  f.  terms.  The  market  appears  to 
be  altogether  in  a  very  firm  position. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Last  Saturday  the  English  refiners 
agreed  to  raise  their  prices  for  refined  camphor  4d.  per  lb, 
all  round.  The  present  quotations  for  10-cwt  lots  ate  as 
follows  :— Bells  and  flowers,  2s.  3\d.  per  lb.  ;  tablets  of 
4,  8  and  16  oz.,  2s.  (\\d.  per  lb. ;  ditto,  1  or  2  oz  ,  2s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  ;  J-cz.  tablets,  2s.  Q\d. ;  §  to  \  oz.  tablets,  2s.  Id. 
per  lb.  Smaller  wholesale  quotations  a  e  charged  \d.  per  lb. 
extra.  One  of  the  largest  German  refiners  had  already 
raised  his  quotations  a  few  days  previously  to  2s.  OiM.  per 
lb.  for  10-cwt.  lots  of  bells,  and  from  2s.  0±d,  to  2s.  3%d.  for 
tablets,  according  to  size,  and  second-hand  holders  quote  the 
same  price  for  bells.  These  prices  are  for  immediate 
delivery,  though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  would  be 
accepted  to-day.  For  delivery  till  the  end  of  the  year 
German  bells  are  quoted  at  2s  2\d.  per  lb.  It  is  said  that 
the  German  refiners  have  practically  suspended  manufactur- 
ing, as  the  cost  of  raw  camphor  is  too  high  at  present. 

Cantharides  — The  crop  in  Russia  and  Hungary  has 
been  a  very  good  one  this  year,  and  prices  are  tending  lower. 
A  parcel  of  old  Russian  flies  was  offering  here  at  2s.  per  lb., 
but  that  figure  cannot  be  obtained. 

Cascara  Sagrada  — Good  quality,  on  the  spot,  may  be 
had  at  the  low  price  of  17s  .  and  new  crop,  for  shipment  by 
sailing  vessel  from  San  Francisco,  offers  at  as  low  a  price  as 
14s.  Qd.  per  cwt ,  c  i.f.    Market  flat,  and  tending  easier. 

Cassia  Lignea. — Steady,  with  sales  at  30s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
cash  terms,  for  fair  quality. 

Chamomiles. — A  considerable  portion  of  the  new  crop  of 
Belgian  flowers  has  now  been  sold  and  prices  are  inclined  to 
advance,  best  flowers  of  the  current  crop  being  quoted  at 
35s  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — The  following  figures  are  given  concerting 
the  movement  of  cinchona-bark  on  the  Amsterdam  market. 
The  Amsterdam  stock  on  August  31  consisted  of  16  080 
bales,  of  which  1,902  were  produced  on  the  Government 
plantations,  the  remainder  on  private  plantations.  The 
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imports  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  August  amounted  to 
4,640  bales,  and  the  sales  to  6,076  bales. 

Copper  (Sulphate). — Very  firmly  held  at  the  recent 
increase  in  pries.  The  quotation  for  good  brands  in  Liver- 
pool is  17Z  per  ton,  f  .o  b  ,  while  fair  quality  in  London  may 
be  had  at  167. 

Cream  op  Tartar  has  been  excited  all  through  the  week, 
good  white  French  crystals  beiDg  quoted  at  90s.  per  cwt , 
which  is  an  advance  of  about  7s.  for  the  week.  For  powder, 
92s.  6d.  has  been  paid. 

Cubebs.  —  Good  genuine  berries  from  Singapore  are 
nominally  held  for  32s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  but  there  is  practically 
no  demand,  as  everybody  expects  that  prices  will  still  go 
lower. 

Cumin-seed. — Good  new  crop  Maltese  seed  sold  this  week 
at  36s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot-of-Rye. — Good  Spanish  ergot,  of  new  crop,  is 
offering  at  the  very  low  prices  of  lOd.  down  to  Qd.  per  lb., 
c  i.f.  terms,  for  prompt  shipment.  New  Russian  is  also 
offering  at  lower  rates :  it  is  quite  possible  to  buy  at  Qd.  per 
lb.,  c  i  f  ,  and  we  hear  of  quotations  even  below  that.  To  all 
appearance  the  article  will  remain  cheap  for  some  time  to 
come. 

Galls. —  Chinese  galls  keep  very  firm.  Business  was  done 
on  the  spot  recently  at  57s.  fid.  to  58s.  per  cwt.  At  auction 
200  cases  were  bought  in  at  from  57s  6d.  to  60s.  per  cwt. 
For  ai rival  there  were  buyers  at  50s.,  c  i  f.,  a  few  days  ago. 

Gum  Kino  — The  residue  of  the  small  parcel  of  fine, 
genuine  East  Indian  kino,  which  was  recently  on  the 
market,  has  now  been  sold  at  15s  per  lb  ;  but  the  woody 
mixed  lot,  to  which  we  referred  in  our  last  issue,  is  still  to 
be  had.  There  is  also  a  supply  of  an  almost  black-looking 
kino,  of  very  slight  astringent  taste,  for  which  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
is  required. 

Gum  Mastich  ■ — Fine  pale  drop  has  been  sold  at  the  com- 
paratively low  price  of  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  lately.  For  yellow 
drop  Is.  3d.  is  asked ;  but  there  ate  no  buyers. 

Indigo. — The  next  public  sales  of  East  Indian  indigo  will 
be  held  on  October  14.  Up  to  the  present  4,950  chests  have 
been  declared  for  auction,  including  1,495  chests  Bengal, 
2,505  Kurpah,  and  620  Madras. 

Insect-  flowers. — The  arrival  of  new  flowers  in  Trieste 
have  been  rather  below  the  average  arrival,  but  prices  show 
no  alteration  since  our  last  quotation. 

Ipecacuanha. — Those  who  follow  the  market  most  closely 
seem  to  think  well  of  the  prospects  of  an  advance  in  this 
article.  The  arrivals  have  lately  been  small,  the  stock  has 
been  reduced,  and  the  demand  keeps  up.  The  importers  are 
very  firm  in  their  views,  but  buyers  generally  hesitate  to  pay 
the  present  quotations. 

Juniper  Berries  are  tending  lower,  on  account  of  the 
large  crop  gathered  in  Italy,  and  a  reduction  in  price  is 
shortly  expected. 

Lime  juice. — Decidedly  lower.  The  season  is  now  at  an 
end,  and  there  have  been  heavy  arrivals  recently.  The 
nominal  quotation  for  fair  is  from  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  gallon  ; 
but  possibly  even  the  Is.  price  might  be  shaded. 

Menthol — The  position  has  undergone  a  change  since 
last  week,  chiefly  on  account  of  persistent  reports  that  there 
is  no  stock  left  in  Japan,  and  that  the  new  crop  will  be  un- 
usually late.  13s.  per  lb.  is  generally  asked  in  London,  but 
we  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  will  be  possible  to  buy  at 
12s.  6d.  for  shipment.  Quotations  run  from  12s.  Qd.  to  12s.  9d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Morphia — Manufacturers  now  ask  4s.  per  oz.  for  powder, 
in  fair  wholesale  quantities,  and  one  of  them  has  nominally 
raised  his  quotation  to  4s.  3d.  per  oz.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
even  in  second-hand  it  would  not  be  possible  to  buy  at  the 
lowest  quotation  given  by  us  last  week.  Crystals  are  quoted, 
as  usual,  2d.  above  the  powder  price. 

Oils  (Essential)  —The  market  for  all  kinds  of  Italian 
essential  oils  remains  exceedingly  firm,  with  a  higher  ten- 
dency. Considerable  sales  of  Lemons  of  the  coming  crop 
have  already  been  made  to  speculators  by  owners  of  gardens 
on  a  much  higher  basis  than  that  prevailing  last  year,  and 


this  is  affecting  the  price  of  the  oil.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  has  not  been  an  unusually  great  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  foreign  consumers.  Oil  of  lemon  is  now  quoted  at 
from  3s.  to  4s ,  f  .o.b  ;  orange  from  4s.  Qd.  to  4s  9d. ;  and 
bergamot  from  9s.  to  10s.  per  lb.  It  is  as  yet  too  early  to 
say  anything  definite  in  regard  to  the  coming  crop,  but  it  is 
believed  that  the  prospects,  so  far  as  Orange  and  Bergamot 
oils  are  concerned,  have  become  less  favourable  lately.  The 
Russian  crop  of  Anise  has  bsen  a  satisfactory  one,  and  some- 
what lower  prices  are  expected  for  the  oil.  Gefamam  oil; 
Reunion  variety,  is  very  scarce,  and  higher  prices  prevail. 
The  new  crop  will  shortly  be  due,  but  is  likely  to  realise  high 
rates.  American  Oil  of  peppermint,  H.G.H.,  slightly  steadier 
at  10s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  A  newly-arrived  parcel  of  brown 
Camphor  oil  has  been  soldat30s.  per  cwt.  Wag  ne  Cov  nty  oil  of 
peppermint  is  quoted  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i  f.,forSept.-Oct.  ship- 
ment new  crop.  Oil  of  cassia  has  again  somewhat  improved 
upon  its  position  of  last  week,  though  we  have  not  heard  of 
much  trade  in  this  article.  The  nearest  price  for  70  to 
75  per  cent,  oil  is  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  Oil  of  star-anise  is  also 
unchanged  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  to  7s  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
For  shipment  quotations  remain  steady.  A  parcel  of  Oil  of 
lignaloes  has  recently  been  imported  from  Mexico,  but  it  is 
very  difficult  to  get  buyers  for  it,  especially  as  fora  long  time 
there  has  been  a  decided  over-production  in  this  article. 

Opium. — The  position  of  the  market  remains  much  the 
same  as  when  we  reported  upon  it  last  week.  Good  to  fine 
Stft  shipping  kinds  are  held  at  from  10s.  Qd.  to  12s. ;  Smyrna 
according  to  quality,  from  7s.  Qd.  to  8s.  Qd. ;  Druggists', 
seconds,  from  7s.  to  7s.  Qd. ;  and  Persian  opium  from  lis. 
for  ordinary  up  to  13s.  for  fine,  although  12s.  Qd.  is  as  yet 
the  highest  price  paid  for  this  variety. 

Orris. — Notwithstanding  reports  from  Italy  announcing 
that  the  output  of  new-crop  Florentine  root  is  rather  larger 
than  had  been  anticipated,  there  has  been  a  decided  re- 
action towards  higher  rates  in  our  market  during  the  last 
few  days.  Large  sales  of  new  Florentine  onis  have  been 
made  at  from  72s.  6d.  up  to  75s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.  terms,  for 
good  to  fine  picked  ;  and  it  is  even  reported  that  76s.,  c  i.f., 
has  been  paid.  Selected  Verona  root,  of  which  the  crop  is 
available  rather  later  than  that  of  Florentine,  offers  at  58s, 
per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  terms. 

Otto  of  Rose. — A  report  from  Bulgaria  states  that  the 
prices  of  otto  of  rose  in  Bulgaria  are  advancing  daily. 
Several  firms  are  hurrying  up  their  purchases  with  the  result 
that  the  equivalent  of  l,325f.  per  kilo,  has  already  been 
paid  at  Kezanlik.  Two  big  firms  especially  are  concerned  in 
the  movement — one  of  them  keeps  up  the  prices  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  last  year's  stock  at  a  profit,  the  other  because  it 
wants  to  spoil  the  business  of  certain  rivals  who  have  made 
uncovered  sales  at  low  prices  in  anticipation  of  a  good  crop 
and  low  quotations.  The  London  quotations,  however,  show 
no  change  at  all. 

Pilocarpine  remains  very  scarce  ;  9s  Qd  per  gramme  is- 
nominally  asked  for  Nitrate  and  Ilgdrochlorate,  but  perhaps 
it  might  be  had  at  a  slightly  lower  figure  in  second-hand. 

Quicksilver. — Quiet.  The  importers'  price  still  remains- 
11.  5s.  per  bottle ;  second- hand  holders  require  11.  3s.  to 
11.  3s.  Qd.  The  exports  of  quicksilver  from  Spain  during 
the  seven  months  ending  July  31  have  been  : — 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1,522,971 

832.067 

1,389.466 

8,528,637 

4,659,574 

7,221,009 

Quillaia  —The  Liverpool  market  is  quiet.  Small  sales 
have  lately  been  made  at  12Z.  per  ton. 

Quinine  has  been  very  neglected  through  the  week,  and 
no  business  of  any  impo  ctance  can  be  reported.  The  nominal 
quotation  for  second-hand  German,  in  bulk,  remains  13j<2. 
per  oz  ,  at  which  there  are  sellers,  but  there  are  no  buyers 
over  Is.  l£d.  per  cz. 

Saffron, — Somewhat  firmer.  One  or  two  of  the  firms 
who  have  cut  the  prices  in  the  course  of  the  past  two  or  three 
months  have  again  raised  them  slightly,  best  Valencia,  being 
row  quoted  at  from  22s.  to  23s  per  lb.  The  exports  of  saffron 
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from  Spain  during  the  seven  months  ending  July  31  have 
been  : — 


1893 

1894 

1895 

17,800 

17,613 

20,761 

1,513,850 

1,487,105 

1,636,655 

Scammony-root  remains  very  scarce  and  is  held  for  40*. 
per  cwt.  Scammonium  is  also  in  very  small  supply  as 
regards  fine  qualities,  firsts  being  held  at  27*.  6d.  to  30*. ; 
seconds,  nominally  at  15*.  to  20*.  Scammony  resin  is  quoted 
by  the  manufacturers  at  9s.  per  lb.,  but  there  have  recently 
been  sellers  in  second  hand  at  8s.  6d  It  is  questionable, 
■(however,  whether  any  more  could  be  had  at  the  last-named 
figure. 

Senega. — The  recent  advance  in  this  drug  has  not  been 
maintained,  good  quality  being  offered  again  at  Is.  3d.  per 
lb.  on  the  spot,  or  Is.  Id.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Senna. — Twenty-two  thousand  pounds  of  senna- leaves 
were  exported  from  Jeddah,  on  the  Red  Saa,  in  1894. 

Shellac. — The  advance  in  shellac  which  we  announced 
in  our  last  issue  has  made  further  considerable  progress 
during  the  week.  A  considerable  business  has  been  tran- 
sacted almost  every  day,  and  on  the  spot  Orangr  T.N.  has 
been  sold  at  119*.  to  120s.  The  business  for  delivery  has 
been  moderate,  but  119s.  has  been  paid  for  September.  For 
shipment  sales  have  taken  place  from  November-January 
steamer  at  110s.  6d.,  rising  to  112*.  6^.,  c.i.f.  terms.  At 
-auction  on  Tuesday  807  cases  were  offered,  of  which  355 
sold  at  an  advance  of  from  Is.  to  2s.  for  Orange  lac  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  weeks  auction,  while  Garnet  and 
Button  were  slightly  lower.  Livery  seconds,  from  110*.  to 
111*. ;  and  fair  to  good  ditto,  from  116*.  to  118*.  per  cwt.  A 
parcel  of  Button  lac  sold,  partly  without  reserve,  at  122*.  for 
pale  cakey  firsts,  and  from  112*.  to  113*  for  circle  firsts  very 
hard  and  blocky.  Blocky  ruby  Garnet  GD  over  S  realised 
from  93s.  to  94*.  Curly  G,  partly  blocky,  was  bought  in  at 
&00s.  per  cwt.    The  market  closes  very  firm. 

Silver  (Nitrate).— Steadier,  at  1*.  3d.  per  oz. 

Soda  Salts  — On  the  spot  70  per  cent.  Caustic  is  quoted 
-at  11.  15s.  per  ton  ;  Crystals  firm  at  42*.  6d  ,  ex  wharf  or 
ship ;  Nitrate  dull  at  8s.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  refined. 

Soy. — Chinese  soy  dull  of  sale,  at  from  12d.  to  12^.  per 
gallon. 

Spices — Zanzibar  cloves  have  been  slow  of  sale,  with 
some  business  at  easier  prices.  2\d.  having  been  accepted  for 
August-October  and  October-December  delivery.  The  market 
closes  with  further  sellers  at  2~d.  per  lb.  At  auction  102 
bales  were  offered,  but  all  bought  in.  Eighteen  cases  of 
Pendmg  cloves  sold  at  from  Id  for  good  up  to  lOd.  for  fine 
picked.  Mace  remains  very  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  fair 
pale  Penang  at  1*.  9d.  per  lb.  Ordinary  to  good  West  Indian 
sold  at  auction  at  from  1*.  3d.  to  1*  Id.  per  lb.  Nutmegs 
show  no  alteration.  Cochin  Ginger:  300  bags  sold  at 
auction  at  21*.  6d.  for  common  shrivelled,  and  from  34s.  to 
35*.  for  fair  brown  rough.  Pimento  dull  of  sale,  at  from 
15*  3d.  for  common  up  to  23s  4rf.  for  fair  clean  Jamaica. 
White  and  Black  pepper  are  both  quiet,  and  very  little  busi- 
ness on  the  spot.  Fair  black  Singapore  has  sold  at  2£d  ;  fair 
bold  white  ditto  at  5\d  ;  and  fair  white  Penang  atf  2%d.  to 
t3j^  per  lb.  Both  black  and  white  pepper  close  firmly,  with  a 
good  business.  Fine  Jamaica  ginger  is  very  scarce.  The  bulk 
of  the  new  crop  has  arrived,  and  there  is  but  little  left  in 
first-hand.  Medium  to  good  medium  quality  is  held  at  from 
€5*.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  For  picked  root  fancy  prices  are 
■quoted. 

Spermaceti. — A  fair  demand,  at  Is.  4i.  per  lb.  for  refined 

American. 

Sponges.— Reports  from  Florida  indicate  continued 
scarcity  and  extreme  prices  for  sponges,  and  advices  from 
Nassau  (Bahamas)  and  Cuba  are  to  the  effect  that  scarcity 
and  high  prices  will  prevail  there  also  for  prime  qualities. 
Owing  to  these  reports  influences  are  brought  to  bear  on  the 
New  York  market  to  insure  an  advance  in  price. 

Sugar  of  Milk.— Getting  a  little  scarcer;  best  white 
powder  is  quoted  at  57s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  some  rather 
inferior  quality  may  be  had  still  at  as  low  a  price  as  50*. 


Tea. — The  public  sales  of  both  Indian  and  Ceylon  have 
been  heavy  this  week — very  heavy  in  the  case  of  Indian — 
but  supplies  have  been  taken  very  readily  at  firm  to  rather 
higher  rates.  Buyers  appear  to  have  realised  that  Assam 
Pekoe  Souchongs,  such  as  have  been  selling  lately  from  6d. 
to  Id.,  and  Pekoes  from  Id.  to  8d  ,  are  worth  securing,  and 
competition  has  been  brisk,  in  spite  of  the  enormous  number 
of  breaks  to  value.  On  Tuesday  common  Ceylon  showed  an 
advance  in  most  cases  of  \d.  per  lb.,  and  good-quality  Pekoes 
and  broken  Pekoes,  from  Wd.  upwards,  were  in  strong  de- 
mand and  much  dearer.  Congous  are  very  slow  of  sale, 
and  a  shade  easier,  common  new  Moning  selliog  as  low 
as  4§<Z. 

Tonca- beans. — Rather  slow  of  sale,  with  some  little 
business  in  good  frosted  Para,  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Rather  slow  of  sale  at  auction,  200  bags 
Chinese  sold,  without  reserve,  at  lower  prices — viz  ,  from 
6s.  9d.  to  7*.  6d.  for  ordinary  dark  wormy  mixed  finger. 
Good  bright  Madras  finger  was  bought  in  at  10*.  6d. ;  Cochin 
finger,  9*.  to  10*. ;  and  fair  split  Cochin  bulb  at  8*  per  cwt. 

Vanilla,  in  small  supply ;  good  qualities,  however,  are 
firmly  held,  and  sold  at  an  advance  of  about  1*.  last  week. 

Wax  (Bees')  unaltered,  but  on  the  whole  tending  easier. 
Madras  sold  last  Thursday  at  6^  7s.  6d.  to  61.  10*.  for  fair  ; 
5  packages  damaged  and  greasy  East  Indian  realised  from 
80*.  to  82*.  6d  ;  for  Zanzibar,  for  fair  to  good  bright,  51.  15*. 
to  61.  5*.  was  paid ;  and  Jamaican  sold  fairly  well  at  from 
11.  10*,  to  11.  15*.  per  cent. 

Wax  (Japan). — Very  quiet,  with  small  sales  at  26*.  to 
25s.  6^  per  cwt.  for  good  pale  squares. 


The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 
Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  September  11,  saj  s 
that  Gums  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  compass,  and 
all  really  choice  parcels  have  been  cleared  off  the  market — 
values  of  the  lots  offering  range  from  50s.  to  55s  per  cwt. 
Cream  of  tartar  has  continued  the  upward  movement  of  the 
past  few  weeks,  and  now  85s.  is  asked  for  prime  first  white. 
Honeys  are  not  quotably  changed  in  value,  but  the  partial 
failure  of  the  Irish  crop  is  causing  holders  to  be  very  firm  in 
their  views,  especially  for  the  finer  grades.  The  stock  of 
Chilian  anise  is  perceptibly  reduced,  none  being  now  held  in 
first  hands,  but  so  far  the  quotation  of  22*.  6d.  per  cwt.  is 
unchanged.  Canary-seed  is  momentarily  quiet  on  the  spot, 
and  only  a  limited  business  is  passing  at  about  35*.  per  quarter. 
More  disposition  is  shown  to  buy  for  arrival,  but  the  views 
of  holders  check  business.  Castor  oil  fully  maintains  the 
recent  advances,  and  there  is  a  distinct  tendency  toward 
better  prices.  Good  seconds  Calcutta  is  still  quoted  at  2^d., 
and  steady  business  is  being  done  at  this  figure.  Ten  tons 
Madras  good  seconds  sold  from  the  quay  at  2d.  and  now  2~d. 
is  demanded  ex  store.  Beeswax  is  unchanged  a!;  late  values. 
Kola-nuts  are  moving  slowly  at  5i.  to  3d.  per  lb  ,  according 
to  quality. 

The  Liverpool  Oil  and  Chemical  Market. 
The  United  Alkali  Company  and  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co., 
having  come  to  an  arrangement  with  Bowman,  Thompson  Sc 
Co.,  of  Northwich,  for  a  rearrangement  of  prices,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  keen  competition  that  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time,  a  fillip  has  been  given  to  some  of  the  heavy  alkalies,  and 
prices  have  been  advanced.  Ammonia  alkali  is  now  quoted  at 
31.  10s.  for  prompt,  with  4^.  quoted  over  next  year.  Acids 
remain  quiet,  except  tartaric,  which  is  dearer.  Soda : 
Crystals  have  advanced  to  21.  10s  per  ton,  and  a  good  sale 
experienced  ;  bicarbonate,  61  15s.  per  ton,  and  more  inquired 
for ;  nitrate  selling  better  at  the  late  advance  ;  caustic  soda, 
no  change  yet;  hyposulphite,  no  change.  Ammonia,:  Sul- 
phate in  fair  demand  at  91.  10s.  per  ton.  Potash  :  Pru<siate 
firmer  in  demand  at  3\d.  lb. ;  chlorate  dull  at  4|rf  ;  bichro- 
mate, no  change.  Copperas  very  firm  at  33*.  Bleaching- 
pon-der  steady  at  6^.  15*.  f.o.r.  Palm  oil :  The  market  is 
very  dull,  price3  being  a  little  easier,  191.  10s.  for  Accra, 
201.  5s  for  Lagos.  Olive  oil :  The  holders  are  offering  very 
sparingly,  and  prices  are  very  firm  at  late  rates.  Linseed 
oil  is  quiet  at  22s.    Cotton-seed  oil,  steady  at  17s.  9d. 


Another  International  Congress.— The  sixth  inter- 
national Congress  of  Veterinary  Medicine  is  to  bj  held  in 
Berlin  from  September  16  to  21. 


442 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  14,  1895 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 
In  Utters  for  publication  correspondent!  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
Wht  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

wilh,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Naval  Hospital  Dispenserships. 

Sir, — Your  aiticle  on  naval  dispenserships  is,  in  the  main 
very  exact,  but  allow  me  to  say  it  is  misleading  with  regard 
to  superannuation.  An  "uninitiated"  would  think,  as  I  did, 
that  after  ten  years'  service  one  would  be  able  to  resign  his 
appointment,  and  be  entitled  to  a  pension  of  ten-sixtieths  of 
his  pay,  as  per  your  article  and  the  Admiralty  prospectus ; 
but  such  is  not  the  case  unless  the  applicant  is  medically 
unfit  for  further  service. 

Superannuation  does  not  actually  take  place  until  a 
dispenser  is  60  years  of  age,  and,  in  my  opinion,  almost  too 
old  to  enjoy  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  trulv, 

C.  E  Kent, 

Gosport,  September  9.    (Late  seven  years  R.N.  dispenser.) 

[We  have  clearly  stated  that  pensions  are  given  when 
"  recommended  by  the  medical  committee  or  the  head  of  the 
department."  It  is  right,  however,  that  the  point  should  be 
emphasised. — Ed.] 

The  Education  of  Apprentices. 

Sir, — Mr.  Wilson's  able  letter  on  apprenticeship  must 
interest  everyone  in  the  trade.  I  notice  he  goes  with  a  great 
many  more  in  wishing  to  include  algebra  and  Euclid  in 
the  Preliminary,  thinkiDg,  no  doubt,  that  a  boy  who  has  done 
simple  or  quadratic  equation  problems  would  have  a  better 
chance  of  getting  through  his  examinations  than  one  who 
has  had  a  "board-school  education,"  with  three  months' 
Latin  tuition  thrown  in  afterwards  to  "  master  "  the  first  book 
of  Cassar.  Well,  anyone  at  first  sight  would  think  the 
former  would  be  likely  to  get  through  the  Minor  and 
Major  more  readily  than  the  latter,  but  my  experience 
nroves  the  contrary.  I  went  to  a  good  grammar  school  at 
9  years,  and  made  a  record  by  getting  through  the  Junior 
Cambridge  at  11|  years,  taking  Latin,  algebra,  and  Eaclid. 
At  13j  I  got  through  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local,  taking  in 
trigonometry,  mechanics,  and  French  in  addition  to  other 
subjects.  Having  stayed  at  school  a  year  longer,  I  was 
apprenticed  to  a  chemist  who  did  a  fair  dispensing  and  light 
retail  in  Manchester,  and  who  took  sufficient  interest  to 
teach  me  what  little  chemistry  he  knew.  I  went  up  three  times 
for  the  Minor,  just  getting  through  before  I  was  22.  I  didn't 
grumble  much  at  that  because  I  had  never  been  to  a  school 
of  pharmacy  for  it,  and  I  failed  on  the  aggregate  both 
times.  Then  I  went  to  a  school  for  six  months  for  the 
Major,  and  went  in,  I  was  told,  well  up.  I  failed  through 
a  misunderstanding,  so  the  examiner  put  it.  I  ca'led  it 
much  worse  on  his  part,  so  lam  still  but  a  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Three  intimate  friends  of  mine,  who  had  a  similar  liberal 
(for  a  chemist's  apprentice)  education,  were  far  more  unfor- 
tunate, inasmuch  as  two  of  them  were  at  a  good  school  for 
eighteen  mjnths— one  got  bis  Minor  in  five  tries,  the  other 
in  six.  The  third  has  hid  twelve  months  a'  a  school,  and 
has  been  up  three  times  and  been  unsuccessful. 

I  know  many  cases  of  men  who  have  had  the  board- 
school-and-La  in  education  who,  having  served  four  years  to 
a  chemist  whose  trade  consists  of  Id.  pills  and  packets 
wholesale  to  vilUge  shops,  have,  after  attending  a  school  for 
three  or  four  months,  got  through  the  Minor  at  the  first 
attempt;.  1  have  an  apprentice  now  who  will  say  "  taken  " 
whenever  he  should  say  •'  took,"  and  vice  versa ;  but  as  he  is 
not  easily  abashed  I  have  great  hopes  of  bis  dis'inguishing 


limself  in  the  examinations-,  and  as  he  has  been  taught 
chemistry  at  school  he  may  rise  to  be  a  bottle  holder  or 
washer  to  a  professor  of  chemistry  at  one  of  the  hospitals, 
get  the  F.O.S.  given  him,  and  finally  take  the  title  of  "  Dr." 
on  the  strength  of  having  obtained  the  L  S.A. 

Yours,  &c , 

Lymph.  (140;28.> 


Tr.  Quininse  Amnion 
Sir, — I  note  your  reply  to  ';  Canary"  (128/52).  I  was 
troubled  in  the  same  way,  but  attributed  the  colour  to  action 
of  light,  as  I  found  when  bottled  in  pale  green  glass  no- 
colouration  occurred.  Of  course  it  might  also  have  been  due 
to  the  action  of  the  ammonium  in  a  white  glass. 

1  fancy  light  has  most  to  do  with  it,  though,  as  I  find  more 
than  one  article  keep  its  colour  indefinitely  under  pale  green 
glass,  but  change  at  once  under  white,  Dotably  pulv.  rhei  co. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  S.  (138/31.) 


Counter-practice. 

Sir, — I  am  finding  the  prescriptions  sent  to  you  for  com- 
petition, with  hints,  &c,  so  invaluable  to  me  that  I  am 
arranging  them  in  a  "  prescribing- book,"  in  alphabetical 
order,  for  my  own  benefit  and  those  about  me,  on  the  plea 
that  if  I  do  anything  at  all  in  that  line  I  may  just  as  well  do- 
it  correctly  with  saf3  remedies. 

I  want  to  have  a  grumble,  though,  and  I  know  you  will 
allow  it.  I  had  been  hopefully  looking  forward  to  the  list, 
of  winners,  with  their  prescriptions  (by  numbers),  so  as  to 
see  which  were  the  approved  ones,  and  benefit  by  it ;  but 
your  list  of  winners  only  leaves  me  to  my  own  fallible 
judgment,  which  I  regret,  and  possibly  others  with  me. 
Apart  from  this,  I  think,  in  this  series,  you  have  made  the 
greatest  hit  of  all  your  valuable  contributions  in  these  days  of 
"  profitable  extras "  hunting,  and  deserve  our  heartiest 
thanks,  as  we  are  not  all  Limehouse  adventurers,  though  we 
are  unwilling  to  yield  all  to  the  doctor. 

Yours  truly, 

September  3.  Mag.  Cit.  (136/10.) 

[Oar  correspondent  appears  to  have  forgotten  that  the 
medical  referee  arranged  the  prescriptions  under  the  various' 
headings  in  what  he  considered  was  their  order  of  merit — 
the  best  prescriptions  were  placed  first.  It  is  from  these 
our  selection  of  prizs  winners  has  chiefly  been  made. — Ed  ] 

Randall's. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  appreciative  letters  from 
old  assistants  of  Messrs.  Kandall  &  San  in  reference  to  the 
article  published  in  our  issue  of  August  31,  but  we  have  only 
room  for  the  following  from  an  old  subscriber  (139/43),  who 
says: — "  I  was  second  assistant  therein  1843,  and  cherish 
my  recollections  of  those  days.  The  portrait  is  good.  The 
shop-front  was  then  of  ordinary  window-glass,  with  com- 
paratively small  pane?,  repliced  some  years  afterwards  by- 
plate  glass  as  now.  An  old  pensioner,  Jimmy  Hill,  sat  up- 
stairs in  the  room  described  all  day  making  lozenges.  The- 
black-currant  lczenges  were  then  cut  in  squares.  Allnutt'a- 
fruit-lozenges  were  a  copy.  One  reason  why  the  taking  of 
apprentices  came  to  be  relinquished  was  this  The  ap- 
prenticeship to  an  apothecary  (che  only  door  to  the  medical 
profession)  was  abolished.  Previously,  as  Mr.  Edward  Mayer 
Randall  was  an  apothecary  (L.A.C.),  apprenticeship  to  him 
hid  thus  special  value.  Some  of  the  apprentices  did  follow 
the  medical  profession.  I  remember  the  anodyne  opodeldoc 
very  well.  The  Randalls— father  and  son— were  beloved  by 
a  wiie  circle.  In  my  time  the  public  dispensary  was. 
on  the  premises,  and  nearly  all  the  medical  men  of  the  town 
and  neighbaurhood  were  on  excellent  terms  with  us.  One 
old  gentleman,  Dr.  Steane,  would  walk  into  the  counting- 
house  and  address  Mr.  Edward  M^yor  Randall  as  '  most  noble, 
sir '  1 " 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 

The  Guaiacum  Mixture. 
The  mixture  should  be  dispensed  in  one  bottle,  unless? 
ordered  otherwise.    It  can  be  dispensed  in  the  ordinary  way 
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with  addition  of  mucilage,  or  a  little  glycerine  added  instead 
of  mucilage  will  prevent  the  precipitate  sticking  firmly  to 
the  bottom  of  bottle. 

Mazzavootinto.  (134/17) 


A  Permanganate  Gargle. 

Sir,— Will  you  kindly  tell  me  through  your  paper  which 
would  be  probably  correct  1    I  had  a  prescription  brought — 


Liq.  pot.  permang.      .,       ..       ..      ..  3iss. 

Acid,  hydroc.  dil.        ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Aq.  ad   3viij. 

Ft.  garg. 


I  used  ac.  mur.  dil.  for  second  item.  The  patient  then 
went  to  a  popular  seaside  town  and  had  a  repeat.  The 
chemist  there  used  ac.  pruss.  dil  ,  as  I  suppose  from  the 
smell  of  the  contents  of  bottle  brought  back  for  my  inspec- 
tion. The  first  bottle  he  made  was  "  ropy,"  and  was  re- 
turned, and  a  fresh  bottle  made  up  which  has  a  blackish 
precipitate.  Yours, 

September  9.  Hewitt.  (140/12.) 

[The  seaside  chemist  was  wrong.  The  object  of  the 
hydrochloric  acid  is  to  prevent  decomposition  of  the  solution 
in  the  bottle,  and  also  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  brown 
stain  on  the  fauces.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  it  available  in  "Pharmacy 
and  PoUon  Laves  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "Sandy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuqgibts'  Diabt. 


133/22.  Leasehold. — As  you  have  no  clause  in  your  lease 
providing  for  sub- letting,  there  is  no  way  in  which  you  can 
compel  your  landlord  to  accept  the  rent  of  the  premises 
from  anybody  but  yourself. 


134/39.  H.  B.  0.  —When  a  man  buys  a  pig  in  a  poke  he 
has  no  redress  if  the  pig  happen  not  to  be  exactly  what  he 
imagined  it.  You  are  in  that  position  as  regards  the 
business.  Presumably  the  books  were  open  to  inspection 
before  you  purchased,  but  you  did  not  examine  them  until 
you  had  paid  the  money ;  now  you  find  that  the  late  owner's 
"about"  means  17*.  less  a  week  than  the  round  figure. 
There  is  nothing  for  redress  in  that.  It  was  your  duty  to 
find  out  what  "  about "  meant,  and  we  expect  that  a  county 
court  judge  would  tell  you  that  he  does  not  sit  on  the  bench 
to  repair  such  omissions. 


135/35.  Enquirer. — What  do  we  mean  by  insufficiency 
of  capital?  When  an  account  or  bill  becomes  due  and  you 
cannot  meet  it,  you  are  in  that  predicament.  It  is  impossible 
to  lay  down  a  rule  as  to  capital  for  a,- eg.,  20/.-a-week 
business  or  anything  else,  as  that  entirely  depends  upon  the 
nature  of  the  business,  the  man  who  owns  it,  &c.  You  should 
get  "How  d_>  I  Stand"  from  Messrs.  Mawson,  Swan  & 
Weddell,  Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Piatt's  Is.  book  on  "  Business." 


136/41.  Leo. — If  you  can  prove  that  your  neighbour 
makes  noises  which  are  a  public  nuisance  you  may  get  an 
injunction  against  him,  but  it  seems  from  your  description 
that  he  does  no  more  than  is  required  in  his  business — an 
ancient  and  honourable  one.  Cannot  you  make  some  friendly 
overtures  1 


133/12.  W.  J. — It  is  illegal  for  an  unqualified  person  to 
keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  or  t>  be  the  known 
partner  of  a  person  who  does  so ;  nor  may  an  unqualified 
person  sell  poisons. 

104/4.  Pkenacctin  asks  : — "  How  many  years'  purchase 
would  be  the  value  of  a  leasehold  house  and  shop  which  has 
twenty  years'  lease  to  run,  the  rent  being  20Z  a  year,  the 
premises  being  sold  subject  to  a  ground-rent  of  bl.  a  year  ?  " 


[In  our  correspondent's  town  we  should  say  that  five  to 
seven  years'  purchase  would  be  ample ;  but  in  Cheapside^ 
London,  or  any  other  first-class  business  centre,  the  value 
might  run  as  high  as  twenty  years'  purchase.] 


137/36.  R.  J.  K.  writes  to  us  in  indignation  and  trouble- 
to  ask  how  long  the  following  label  is  to  remain  in  use  : — 

PHARMACY  ACT.— A  new  interpretation  of  this  Act  lias  rendered  it 
necessary  that  all  preparations,  containing  even  minute  quantities  of 
Scheduled  Poisons,  must  be  labelled  Poison  ;  this  preparation  is  therefore 
labelled  "  POISON,"  but  its  composition  is  in  no  way  altered,  and  the  doses 
mentioned  on  the  label  are  perfectly  safe. 

He  objects  to  the  words  "  a  new  interpretation,"  &c,  and  it 
seems,  too,  that  the  whole  tone  of  the  thing  is  unnecessarily 
profuse.  "POISON  in  an  overdose"  will  satisfy  the  law,, 
and  is  necessary  even  in  pennyworths  of  paregoric  and  syrup 
of  squill. 


13/38.  Inquirer  asks  if  the  words  "  Fruit-salt  "  are  a  regis- 
tered trade-mark,  or  can  Brown,  Jones,  or  Robinson,  sell  a 
fruit-salt  under  that  title  so  long  as  the  public  cannot  be  de- 
ceived as  to  the  maker  of  such  fruit-salt  ?  ["  Fruit-salt  "  alone 
is  not  a  registered  trade- mark,  but  it  may  be  quite  possible  for 
Mr.  J.  C  Eno  to  prove  in  common  law  that  he  has  made  the 
expression  his  trade-mark,  and  that  the  use  of  it  by  others  is 
a  deception;  and  in  face  of  the  House  of  Lords  judgment 
(C.  Sf  D.,  xxxvi ,  page  862),  we  consider  that  the  use  of 
the  words  by  Brown,  Jones,  or  Robinson,  as  a  description 
of  an  effervescing  saline  would  be  a  use  "  which  is  calculated 
to  deceive."] 


141/72.  Frigid. — Preparations  containing  cocaine  must 
be  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  signed  for,  as  it  is  "  a  poisonous- 
vegetable  alkaloid." 

141/71.  Redeliffe  — Tender  and  perspiring  feet  are  not 
considered  an  "ailment,"  so  that  tfie  label  for  your  foot- 
powder  will  not  render  the  preparation  liable  to  medicine- 
stamp  duty. 


141/70.  Beta. — You  have  not  quoted  correctly.  Any 
medicated  wines  to  be  sold  without;  a  wine-licence  (other 
than  quinine  wine)  should  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  for  approval,  the  Boaul  insisting  in  the  case, 
of  coca  wine  that  it  should  be  distinctly  medicinal  in  taste 
and  action,  as  stated  in  the  paragraph  which  you  quote. 
We  recommend  every  retailer  to  get  this  permission  through 
the  local  supervisor.  The  wine  referred  to  has  been  accepted 
as  medicinal. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulce  educational  or  other  specific  information- 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  no!  ans  wer  queries  of  the  kind 
here  dealt  uilh  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  veritten  on- 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 


130/74.  S.  G.  W. — We  think  the  signs  have  been  re- 
versed, and  that  pot.  iod.  5j.  and  parks',  molle  ,5ij.  is  in- 
tended. 


130/55.  Borderer. — Hair  wash.  —  Your  sample  has  this 
composition — 

P.  iridis   ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Chlorophyll    ..       ..       ..        ..       ..  q.s. 

Spt.  vini  rect.  ad      . .       . .       . .       . .  Oj. 

Percolate  the  orris  with  the  spirit,  an  I  add  s-iffijient  chlorophyll  to  tintr 
a  nice  green. 


127/44.  Tontine. — The  cake-cokuiiDg  powder  is  a  watCF- 
Eoluble  azo- orange  dje. 
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131/10.  R.  R. — The  ammonia  in  jour  recipe  for  Operating 
Iiiver- syrup  would  soon  annihilate  the  action  of  the  podo- 
phyllin,  and  reduce  the  activity  of  the  aloes.     Try  the 


iollowing : — 

Aloes  Bbds   3iss. 

Podophyllin         . .    gr.  viij. 

Ext.  euonymi  sice                    ..       ..  5ss. 

Pulv.  boracis    3j. 

Tr.  capsici                             . .       . .  3ij. 

Aq   3j. 

Rub  all  the  powders  together,  and  add  the  tincture  and  water  previously 
cnixed  ;  allow  to  stand  all  night,  and  add  the  following,  previously  mixed  : — 

01.  carui     ..       ..       ..       ..  ir|xx. 

„  gaultheria?       ..    TT1v. 

Spt.  chloroformi   3ij. 

Elixir,  sacchariui   3*1- 

Then— 

Glycerini   .5  ij. 

Ext.  glycyrrhiz   3ij. 

Aq.  ad    Jxij. 


Macerate  four  days,  then  allow  to  stand  for  four  days  ;  decant  the  clear 
(portion, strain  the  rest  through  flannel,  and  add  to  the  clear  portion. j 


131/16.  J.  G. — The  undissolved  crystals  in  the  rheumatic- 
mixture  are  potass,  chlorat.  The  mixture  was  evidently 
-made  with  warm  water,  the  crystals  depositing  on  cooling. 


i.33/64.    J.  G.  J. — Your  Hoose-mixture  resembles  this — 


01.  terebinth   I  ij. 

„  olivae    3j. 

„  rosmarini   nix. 

Sapo.  moll   3j. 

Aquae   Svj, 

M.S.A. 


131/19.  Camphor. — Powder  used  by  Anglers  for  making 
jpaste  for  bait  is  flour  with  the  faintest  suspicion  of  oil 
-of  aniseed. 


132/6.    J.W.— Ginger-beer.— See  C.  ft  D.,  xlvi.,  page  111. 


131/63.  T.  S. — Formalin  will  Preserve  Cider  admirably, 
ft  is  much  used  for  beer. 


137/5.  Analysis.— Wanklyn's  "  Water  Analysis  "  (Kegan 
Paul),  5s. 


135/46.  Dos  asks  us  for  a  Reliable  Application  for 
Mosquitoes. — He  has  tried  "everything" — curtains,  nets, 
fumigating-powders,  &c. — and  they  are  all  useless  in  his 
-experience.  Now  this  is  one  of  those  things  upon  which  it 
is  foolish  to  dogmatise  either  way.  Tincture  of  insect- 
powder,  with  or  without  certain  essential  oils  (eucalyptus, 
-&c.),  we  know  some  people  swear  by  absolutely,  and,  no 
<loubt,  in  their  experience  they  find  them  all  right ;  but  we 
have  seen  these  things  hopeless  failures  in  other  cases.  Why 
is  it  that  an  individual  here  and  there  is  afflicted  by  the 
insect-tribe,  and  a  few  others  seem  to  be  shunned  by  the 
buzziDg  crowd?  We  suppose  it  is  all  on  account  of  some- 
thing peculiar — some  irresistible  nectar — about  the  persons, 
rather  than  insect  idiosjnerasy.  To  overcome  that  is  the 
■difficulty,  bat  Bos  might  try  the  following : — 


Insect-powder   ...       ..  1  oz. 

Rectified  spirit    6  „ 

Macerate  four  days,  filter,  and  add— 

Oil  of  lavender        . .    m,x. 

„    peppermint   ..  HI  v. 

Eucalyptus  oil         . .    IIXxv. 

Carbolic  acid  ..       ..       ..       ..       .,  3j- 

Dissolve. 


Directions.— Mix  one  teaspoonful  with  a  wineglassful  of  water  and  sponge 
the  neck,  back  of  the  hands,  &c,  with  the  lotion.   Dry  lightly. 


135/41.  Hotspur  feels  in  trouble  about  Counter-pre- 
scribing. He  wants  some  "  simple- worded  treatise  on  ail- 
ments, with  intelligible  description  of  the  symptoms  which 
shall  help  him  in  deciding  as  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
about  which  advice  is  asked  at  the  counter,  and  shall  point 
him  as  to  the  best  treatment  and  nursing  for  it  It  should 
have  a  clear  table  of  doses  for  various  aged  children. 
Hotspur  is  aware  that  the  C.  ft  D.  has  published  direc- 
tions as  to  treatment  of  specified  ailments,  and  indeed  he 
possesses  these  treatises ;  but  he  is  so  ignorant  that  he 
cannot  tell  nettle-rash  from  measles,  nor  could  he  be  positive 
as  to  a  genuine  '  whoop,'  so  that  he  wants  '  first  aid,'  really 
more  elementary  than  G.  ft  D-  previous  efforts." 

[The  request  is  somewhat  astounding.  What  Hotspur 
really  wants  is  to  get  someone  to  write  a  book  for  himself, 
for  we  do  not  suppose  there  can  be  many  persons  in  the 
trade  who  are  prepared  to  make  such  a  confession  of  ignor- 
ance as  he  does.  But  we  have  a  public  duty  to  perform — 
viz  ,  not  to  assist  Hotspur  in  the  dangerous  practice  which 
he  wishes  to  cultivate,  for  it  is  dangerous  as  long  as  he 
is  in  such  a  fog  that  he  cannot  understand  the  articles 
which  we  have  published  under  '•  Drugs  and  Diseases."] 


135/67.  Major  in  Embryo.— Ext.  Cocee  Liq..  Miscibl. — 
The  general  method  of  preparing  coca,  cascara,  and  liquid 
extracts  of  other  drugs  which  contain  resinous  or  similar 
ingredients  which  do  not  mix  with  water,  is  to  use  a 
menstruum  which  will  not  dissolve  them.  Mr.  John  Moss 
recommends  a  weak  alcoholic  menstruum  for  cascara. 

132/37.  A.  J.  W. — We  have  published  formulas  for 
Tobacco  I'lavours,  but  since  that  time  the  use  of  such 
flavours  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  made  illegal.  We 
cannot  repeat  the  formulas,  as  that  might  be  taken  to  mean 
encouragement  to  break  the  law. 


130/24.  Hens — You  must  be  registered  as  a  dental 
student  first  of  all,  therefore  you  must  complete  the  Prelimi- 
nary examination.  See  the  information  regarding  that  last 
week.  When  that  is  done,  if  you  wish  to  have  your  period  of 
study  antedated,  so  as  to  include  the  two  years  which  you 
have  already  spent  in  mechanical  dentistry,  you  must  make 
special  application  to  the  General  Medical  Council.  The 
form  required  for  your  employer's  declaration  you  can  obtain 
from  the  Koyal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh.  This  and 
all  other  documents  bearing  upon  your  case,  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Scotch  Registrar,  as  you  reside  in  Scotland. 
Provided  the  Medical  Council  agree  to  antedate  yoar  regis- 
tration you  will  have  to  go  through  the  usual  two  years' 
hospital  and  school  course,  the  attendance  at  the  hospital 
being  reckoned  as  two  of  the  four  years'  mechanical  instruc- 
tion required. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following .- — 

24/96.  Tippett's  self-weighing  machine :  where  obtain- 
able ? 

136/7.    Makers  of  vitalite  or  loofah  socks. 
136/70.    Who  are  the  makers  of  the  "  Invicta "  Guinea 
Camera  1 

136/45.  What  is  ferro-  sodium  recommending  in  the  fol- 
lowing : — "  For  obtaining  small  iron  castings  of  good  and 
sound  quality,  even  from  inferior  scrap,  the  use  of  ferro- 
sodium  has  lately  been  recommended.  From  one  to  two 
pennyworth  added  to  the  ladle  just  before  pouring  brings 
the  dross  to  the  top  at  once." 

140/7.  Cut-out  paper  letters  for  making  showcards : 
where  obtainable  1 

109/95.  .  Liq.  peptodyne  :  who  is  the  maker  ? 

Will  the  writer  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Major  General " 
(C.  ft  H,  page  349)  please  communicate  with  us;  also 
"Dopar'  1 


